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PUBLISHING 


The Gold 
Standards 


Last month's STF carried a round-up of the products that, over the years, had been 
awarded the accolade of an ST Format Gold. We. were delighted to see that 22 of 
our titles achieved this high status, and 16 of them are still current products! Who 
else can give you the professionalism, the attention to detail and, above all, the 
committment to the ST/Falcon market than the company that sets the standards... 


Lattice C 5 VideoMaster 


© 
C) ih 
ser HiSoft BASIC 2 VIDEQMPSTER 


Quartet Replay 16 


HiSoft Devpac 2/3 


The Atari Compendium 


Modern Atari 
System Software 


Now for the best bit ... order any of our Gold titles and receive a free golden gift according to 
your order value; spend over £30 and receive a 1Ib box of Terry's All Gold chocolates, spend 


Diam on d Ba ck 2/3 over £60 for a gold-plated carriage clock (worth over £15) and order over £120 of goods for a 


Lorus gold-plated bracelet watch (value at least £35). Order before 30 November 1994 and we 
will engrave the last two gifts with up to 10 letters of your choice - a truly golden opportunity! 


° 
Harlekin 3 XBoot 3 Lo aaa 
£99.95 £34.95 
£129.95 £99.95 
Sp eedoGDOS 4 £29.95 £129.95 
£18.85 ae a a7 
° b E VISA 
Diamond Edge £19.95 £39.99 
Please add £3 P&P in the UK (£6 for next Limit of one gift per order. All offers subject 
day delivery). All prices include UK VAT. to availability. © HiSoft 1994. 


‘ Order Form Rae 
H l S Oo ft Address: 


The Old School Greenfield 
Bedford MK45 5DE UK 
Tel: +44 (0) 525 718181 Card No: 
Fax: +44 (0) 525 713716 Signed: Cheque/PO Expiry and Issue #: 


ate Night Opening 
>dnesdays & Thurdays 
till 7.30 PM 


OPEN SUNDAYS 
IL AM TP 4PM 


10 LINES! 


Telephone 


HOWTOORDER DELIVERY TARIFFS 


@Standard delivery £1.95 
@2-3 Week Days £2.95 
@Next Week Day £4.95 
Delivery subject to stock 

@All prices include VAT @ 17.5% 
@Large showroom with parking 
@Multi-million pound company 

@ Overseas orders taken 

@ Educational purchase orders welcome 


OPEN 7 DAYSAWEEK 


Prices are correct at the time of going to press. Please check our 
latest prices before ordering. All sales are subject to our standard 


0113 2319444 


24 HOUR MAIL ORDER SERVICE FAX: 0113 2319191 
NEW! BBS Modem sales & technical line Tel 0113 2311422 


EASY ACCESS FROM M62, MI and th ALL PRICES 
M62/M621 QUOTED 
INCLUDE 
VAT AT 

17.5% 


Unlike some other advertisers in 
this magazine, we believe the price 
you see is the price you should pay. 

Please reduce our prices 
accordingly when making 
comparisons. 


Order by telephone quoting your credit 
card number. If paying by cheque please 
make payable to: "FIRST COMPUTER 
CENTRE" In any correspondence please 
quote a phone number & post code. 
Allow 5 working days cheque clearance 


SHOWROOM ADDRESS: 
DEPT. STF, UNIT 3, ARMLEY 
PARK COURT, STANNINGLEY 
RD, LEEDS, LS12 2AE. 


FARNELLS = 
WORLD 
ARMLEY 
GYRATORY 


FIRST COMPUTER 
CENTRE 


KIRKSTALL RD’ 


FiRsSsT 


SWiTc From the Al take the turnoff for the AS4. This merges with the ASB (by- 


pasting Leeds town centre) which meets the Armley gyratory. 


COMPUTER CENTRE 


1% surcharge on Amex 


HARD DRIVES & CD-ROMS 


PRIMA ST-COMBOS 
260Mb Hard Drive and 
Dual Speed CD-ROM 

Call for other configurations 
PRIMA CD-ROM 
STe 


Falcon 


This new range of hard drives can be purchased just as a 

asrd drive or can have the capability to combine with a built 
in CD-ROM drive or other SCSI devices. The ICD Link II 
‘ontrolier can link up to T separate SCSI devices. 


Dual Speed 
ICD Link II ScSi Controller 
includes CD-ROM Driver 


BARE SCSI DRIVES 
264Mb 


‘These drives are fully auto booting and auto parking. They 
have a ¥ery small footprint , fast access (approx lms) and 
are VERY QUIET. 


“The PRIMA range come with a buile in disk cache as standard that 
can reduce disk accessing time by 50%. Standard warranty | year, 


STe Falcon 


PRIMA 264 352Mb 
PRIMA 340 528Mb 
PRIMA 540 I Gigabyte 
PRIMA IGIG 2 Gigabyte 


Removable HD option FOR FITTING 


CONSUMABLES 


QTY DS/DDDISKS Branded DS/DD 


All our printers come with rib! 
or toner, paper & cablesl! 


Canon 


Laser quality output. Large buffer 


3 page a min speed, 360 dpi, small footprint & 80 page 
jer. BJ230wide carriage version of BJ200 on 


is are prateed IO Al braced ds come wih bbe 
labels 500 1000 


new bubble jet from Canon 

Citizen Swift mono ribbon 

Citizen Swift Colour ribbon 
EW! Star LC90/240/240C 

Star LC100 mono 

Star LC200 mono 

Star LC100 colour 

Star LC200 colour 

Star LC24-30 mono 

Star LC24-30/200 Colour. 


£11.99 


simple (as easy ax ABC) to 
‘with SO sheet Auto sheet feeder, Fraetor feed optional 
ifboughe without the colour option 


Star LC10/20 cover 

Citizen Swift/ABC 

HP 500/550/510 
LC24-300/30/100/200 


Same out put as the 240 but with less facilities 


24 pin, 240eps draft, 10 fonts, quiet mode, 240cps, 


NEW! 


save a fortune In running costs with your_Ink/bubl 
‘Compatible with HP, Canon, Star Citizen & many ot} 


ne Ike printer wh ula auto sheet feeder Single refills | (22ml) 
t feeder Twin refills (44m!) 
iG HEWLETT Three colour kit (66m!) 
r 
FB PACKARD  |ifeiicectia' (ism) 
an Canon BJ10 cartridge 


NEW! Double life 500 cartridges 


HP550/500 Colour cartridge 
Star $)48 cartridge 
Star SJ144 mono or colour (3 pack) 


NEW! 
4 times faster than the HPSOOCI! All HP printers come with 


wm Sttenir< 


ESMPUteR PRINTERS 


The NEW! Star Range of dot matrix 
printers are here featuring a built in 
55 sheet auto sheet feeder 


3 


Printer Switch Box 2 way 

Printer Switch Box 3 way 

Printer Stands (Universal)save on space. 
3 Metre printer cable 
5 Metre printer cable 
10 Metre printer cable 


ROM SHARERS 


Upgrade your Atari to TOS 2.06 with 
this easy to install add-on. Gives you 
the capability to switch between your 
old TOS and 2.06 


Stunning affordable colour printer. 3 PPM, low running costs 


COMPUTERS 


16 Mhz 32 bit technology for fast processing, |.44 Mb floppy 

disk, 1, 4 of 14 Mb configurations. Software bundle comes with 
‘CALAPPT personal information manager, Procalc 

spreadsheat, Talking Clock, plus Landmines and Breakout 


inc TOS 2.06 ROM 
2.06 ROM only £44.99 


Miarpet RAM 


Marpet products come with a 12 month warranty. 


Hard Drive bracket 


14 Mb unpopulated f e Falcon £49.' 
uses SIMM boards for RAM zo just add the cost of SIMMS to 
‘get your populated price. Prima products comes 
‘ith a full 2 year guarantee 


IDE Cable 


terms & conditions(copy available upon request), E&OE. 


SUPRA MODEMS 


Low cost version of the classic V32Bis Fax modem. Fea- 


tures as below but class | fax only and LED dig 
t 


Supra modems are not BABT approved, however they 
perform as well & often out perform BABT approved 
fnodems. Supra Modems have a'5 year limited warranty 


Even faster than the standard 2400 from Supra with auto dial & 
auto receive. 9600 bps Hayes comp. V22Bis, V42 Bis, MNP 2-5 & 
‘auto adjust to maximise transmission speeds. Includes free 
modem comms (not Fax) siw & cable. 


UMRobstics 


Dual Standard V34 Fax 
Special Limited Offer 


OTHER 
PERIPHERALS 


This is a powerful speaker system with builtin stereo amplifier. 
te will plug into an Atari STE, Commodore Amiga or Acorn 
Archimedes. Complete with its own power supply the Zy-Fi 
system ean also be powered by batteries 


Higher specification version of above 


Real time clock that plugs into cartridge port. Software for 
setting time & date. Marpet products carry a 2year guarantee 


switches between mono & colour monitors, 
such as SMI 44 & 8833 MK2 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Quality Mouse Mats 
10 Capacity Disk Box 
20 Capacity Disk Box 
40 Capacity Lockable Disk Box 
100 Capacity Lockable Disk Box 

*90 Capacity Stackable Banx Box 


14" Monitor cover 


Atari to Scart Cables 

STD I.8MTR printer lead 
Modem/null_modem cables 
STFM/STE Power Supplies £3 
Key Boards 

Internal Disk Drives é 
STe or STFM Cases row only £4. 
2 way Parallel port sharer 
Joystick/mouse extension leads 
Atari 520/1040 dust cover 

DMA chip 

MMU chip 

Video Shifter chip 


VIDI 12ST 
BY ROMBO 


As official dealers for Rombo, we are able to 
offer this excellent package at a great price. 

12 ST replaces the famous Complete 
Colour Solution with a higher specification but 
a lower price! 


Contents include multimedia digitiser, 
software, manuals and phono cable 


Main Features: 


Both colour & mono image capture, no separate RGB splitter or 


filters required, fully functional animation workstation, mix 
images to almost any resolution, all Atari colour modes are 


supported, many image processing effects, file formates include 
IMG, ART, IFF, IFF, SPU, SPC, NEO, BMP, TIFF. 


SCANNERS 


‘This scanner comes with the latest version 2 sofware. With 
bright & sharp grey scale performance & flexible scanned 
image display manipulation options. Options include Clean 
up, embolden, resize & flip. 


‘This modem has full 14400 baud. includes V.32bis, V.32, 
22, V21, MNP2-5, V.42, V42bis, Class | & 2 commans 
14400 Group 3 Fax. Includes free modem comms (not Fax)s/w 
B cable 


New version of this famous 400 DPI scanner. Includes Touch 
upand Merge-it software enabling you to alterand manipulate 
high resolution images, Needs | Mb of RAM and runs in mono 


This hand scanner Is available only for the Falcon . 
Includes 256k colours, 50 to 400 Dpi. 


MICE & TRACKBALLS 


Spee 


Get on line using this great value fast modem with auto dial & 
receive, 2400 baud Hayes comp, V22 BIS. Includes free modem 
comms sw & eablel! 


features V34, 28,800 BPS, BABT approved 


you thought V32bis was fast try V 34 (28,800 bps). 


90% rating. 
for 400 Dpi version 


SOFTWARE 


BUSINESS 


Modem cable for Sportster and Courier: 
USR modems come with a 5 year warranty 
are BABT Approved 


MUSIC/SOUND 


ity 16(Falcon only) 
Cubase Lite, 16 track, score printing capability 


Cubase V3, Midirecord, score printing capability £4 


Cubase Audio Falcon é 
Integrated digital audio midi with score printing capability 


“The amazing new graphics tablet forthe Atari. rated in ST 
Format january 3 


NEW LOW PRICE! 


PUBLIC DOMAIN 

Archivers £1.50 
Astronomy Programns |, 2or3 each £1.50 
‘Astronomy Programns (Hi Res) £1.50 
First Falcon Utils Disk 
Easytext 
Midi Sequencers 
Speccy Emulators 
Packers 
Virus Killers 
Databases 
Databases Collection lor 2 
Opus 2.2 
Noisetracker 1.5 
Screen Savers 
Geneology Programs 
Kids Games 
Archiver Shells 
Archiver Utils + Bits . 
Games Pack |, Blox, Centipede, Cloud Kingdoms demo £1.50 
Games Pack 2, Grav, Grav2, Maz £1.50 
Games Pack3, Llamatron |/2+ | Mbversion, Reven; 
of the Mutant Camels £1.50 
Games Pack 4, Cybernetix, Daleks, Entombed, 
Happy Worm etc £1.50 
Games Pack5, Tetris, Downfall, Kubesete £1.50 
Games Pack 6, Asteroids, Astropack, Atax, Ballzone, 
Bellum, Blaster £1.50 

UTILITIES/PROGRAMMING 


MONITORS 


All our monitors are UK spec. All mi 
‘come complete with a free Amiga I 


High resolution 14""mono monitor. 640 * 400 resolution. Stable 
image and razor sharp quality. Comes with builtin ile & swivel 
monitor stand. 


15/38 KHz, all Amiga modes, AGA 
je. No audio, tilt & swivell stand. 


This famous Stereo, colour 
monitor is back. Complete with 
12 months on site maintenance 


tilt and swivell stand 
only £9.99 with monitor 


DISK DRIVES 


KK 3 backup utility £44.99 


1 meg external dri 
quality low noise de 
PSU 


‘This | meg external drive comes with Virus checker, bulle in 
Blitz turbo and boot switch for drive B. Includes PSU 


All work ix carried out by our highly 
gualified engineers im costom built 
premises We 


ry 


A WORLD OF 


FORM 


Atari 


Get the 
A guided tour of the Internet, a trip round the nation’s 
most out BBSs and a step by step guide to setting up your own 
of your bulletin board - it’s all here! 
Net software without 26 
going near the hernia- { ghanse mailbox What can a multitasking operating system offer you? 
= < + iE ry H spout upg Cut through the hype with our head to head special. 
inducing manual. Ris Rein text 


ber, defa” 
au THIST File 


Edit report: Linked files 
Fama Disk Softuare that has heen reviowed as PO 


Progran nane:PDREWMS.Title 
Issue reviewed: POR ‘Progran type:Progran_Tupe 
| faring (27? POR Issue on DiskiIss 


Lines 


Which is the smoothest and : I STE CIE Ba BA TET OF PF 
most powerful multitasker for 
the ST? The top two operating 
systems battle it out head to head. Peter 
Crush referees the 
latest gladiatorial 


@ If you want to combine databas 


Twist 2, you'll 


challenge. 4 need our step by step guide to achieving the near- 
en C' r( ] a impossible. Nick ‘Monkey Nuts’ Peers shows you how. 
ultitasking Application TUTORIALS ‘ 
Ma iC Environment 60 
2 by Ban Halge Time to dig out your copy of Twist 2 and delve into the 
The uate mulftasking system fot ATARI computers pyraght @ 1993 Grabnif Software chilling land of linked databases. 
MagiC v82.81 vom 64,03,1994 All Rights Reserved. 
nan elease 803 Dec 31 1993 61 
@ 91-94 by Andreas Kronke, Get yourself an altogether smarter desktop with our 
Sven & Wilfried Behne Registered for: guide to assigning and creating your own icons. 
Siar ann ave hue Peter Crush 
9 brookereres #900001307 62 fe sei 
= ‘ou've got your Internet software, now how do you 
Cx 5, ST ewer REAVER. Si Gare use it? Simon Forrester illuminates all, in the first 


instalment of our two-part guide to AtariNOS. 


this product, except as des~ 


erabed in the Geneva Licensing 


& Multitasking on your Atari has Agreement, 15 strictly prohibited. 67 : “ : : 
never been more accessible, now asta PACeMAA NY barmiceect taal The first of our ongoing series of Cover Disk tutorials. 
E = Nick Peers explains how to make the most of the ST 
Disk Cat cataloguing system given away with STF 66. 


CAST AND CREW Art Editorette Sarah ‘Ensign Ro’ Sherley-Price (we'll © DISTRIBUTION 
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30 AF 6 ¢ q 
This Falcon-only animation package really has to be seen What's this? Oh, it's the Cover Disk pages with the one 
to be believed. Simply awesome! and only Nick ‘Lightly Salted’ Peers. For the exciting 
details check out the panel on the right. 
32 
DTPers take note! Smudgy scans are now a thing of the 11 
past, but are the benefits worth the price? In-depth report on the specs and promise of the Eagle 
and Falcon Mark 2. Plus Unisys’ proposed GIF tax and a 
33 special Obsession demo offer. 
OCR software can save you hours of typing, but do you 
have the memory and the time? 52 
My God, it’s huge! With eight pages dedicated to your 
36 technical problems (and our solutions, of course) you can 
If you're one of those god-like people who understands be sure both you and your ST stay sane and healthy. 
machine code, take a look at this new debugger. 
69 
40 2 Grab yourself a copy of the brilliant Stardust for just 
Pacman on Es 2 and Tomtar, Serenade Menu 17, Fruity £19.99 - going once, going twice, sold to the alien in the 
and Match It, Noughts and Mad Crosses, Grand Prix back with three heads. 
Manager, Falcon Utilities, Modest, Chinese Horoscope 
and | Ching, Ozbornz Modules 3, RAE Tutor, Even More 70 
Falcon Utilities, Magnet 9 and Gullbach, and UFOlogy. Why trek down to the newsagents in the pouring rain 
when you can have the delights of ST FORMAT delivered 
directly to your door? (Er, to get a pint of milk? - Jill) 
72 


Your shop window to the ST world. Pick yourself up a 
serious bargain, get shot of that kit you never use, leave 
messages and join ST clubs and groups. 


@ Stormin’ Asteroids action with the most colourful 
shoot-‘em-up this side of Vulcan. Yep, it’s Stardust. 


46 
Are you constantly harassed by malevolent meteors and 
churlish comets? Yup? Well you won't need this top, new 
Asteroids-style title then. 
438 
Four tables, eight players and a host of high scores, but 
can it beat Obsession? 
® Hints ‘n tips galore with our stupendous Gamebusters 
50 section. This month we've the complete solution to the 
It's been re-released but have Kixx put the work in to platform star, First Samurai. 
make it a Monkey Island beater? 
51 : 73 
Psygnosis’ platform-generating machine grinds into Your complete guide to everyone in the ST 
action. Question is: who threw in the spanner? multiverse - all the addresses, phone numbers and 
e-mail addresses you could possibly need. Ever. 
74 $ 
Get in the gaming know with the complete solution to 
First Samurai. Plus snippety tips for Epic, Dynablasters, ; 
Prince of Persia, Toki, and Double Dragon 1 and 2. 
79 
You better be quick! They're selling ¢ 
out faster than platform shoes in a 
pygmy colony - no, really, that’s 
what our publisher said. 
§ Spellbound is yet another cutesy platform game by © 80 . 
the looks of it. Read on to find out how good it is. Read the shocking story of an ST 
murderer and gasp at the con- 
spicuously doctored photo 
of Simon - it's all 
happening in 
Feedback. 
82 


Simon presents his 
individual view of the 
world, STs and the deep 
pot of trouble that is 
Valentine's Day! 
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6. ST FORMAT ISSUE 68 


COVER DISK GERRI 


ARTED WITH THE ST FORMAT MENU PROGRAM 


$F FORWT twee Dist 65 
Select the woman you wish tu caps, press Setura! aad follow the 
en, Mace sure ume have blank fwrnatted tists raid), 


Put the Cover Disk in 

Drive A, and double-click 

on the STF 66.PRG icon. 
Once the ST FORMAT logo 
appears, press any key and 
you’re faced with an Options 
screen not unlike this one. 


BY: Jayne and Richard Dunn 
MACHINES: All STs (TOS 2.06 
with STOS Fix 3) 

FALCON COMPATIBLE: Yes (with 
STOS Fix 3) 

MEMORY NEEDED: 512K 
RESOLUTION: Low 
UNCOMPRESSED SIZE: 577K 


Getting started 

Magic Storybook is auto-booting. 
Once decompacted to your blank 
disk, just switch your ST on with 
the disk in your drive. 


About the program 
Magic Storybook first featured on 
the Cover Disk way back in issue 
39. Its a superbly crafted engine 
with which kids of all ages (and 
that includes most members of the 
ST FORMAT team) can create their 
own stories, which are then 
brought to life with animated 
graphics, sound effects and text in 
true multimedia fashion. 

Three example stories are 
provided to give you an idea of 
how it all works — once the pro- 


‘Once upon a tine | 
there were three 
" 


@ Adding details, such as foreground 
characters, is a cinch with Magic 
Storybook. Even Jill could do it. 


Getting Magic Storybook on to as 


To decompact Magic Storybook on 


to a single blank disk, you'll need to 
format your blank disk to 80 tracks 
and 10 sectors. There are numerous 
programs that do this, some of which 


Jetoac: the shoet~'encey star ga goer IMs ST! 
Hlease select the 


Press ang es, FILE SELECTOR 
ters 


Once you've made your 

selection, you're faced 

with your file selector. 
Select Drive B (TOS 1.02 owners 
should ‘k on A:\ and replace it 
by typing 2:\ before clicking on 
the Close Box icon). 


Jetoat the sheot-'encap. star ou sagt Ihfyte SI! 
Please select the 


| cue ter 
ter sick 


If you have a single drive 
you'll be asked to insert 
disk B (your blank disk) 
‘ive A. Do so, and once 
le selector displays the 
information concerning Drive B, 
click on OK to proceed. 


§ Even Rolf Harris likes Magic Storybook, and he should know, being a childrens’ 


TV presenter and everything. 


gram has loaded just move the 
mouse over the story you want to 
try and it'll load in. You then see 
the first screen of whichever story 
you've selected, complete with ani- 
mation and sound effects to give 
you a rough idea of what the pro- 
gram is capable of. Clicking on the 
mouse takes you to the main edit- 
ing screen. 


Editing 
Here you see a backdrop for the 
selected story's first page. You can 
paste foreground objects on to 
each page of the story, and Magic 
Storybook is clever enough to 
enable you to paste objects behind 
and in front of other objects. Once 
done, clicking on the Play icon 
shows you how the whole picture 
looks when animated. 

You can also add sound 
effects from a predefined selection 
to give the story more atmosphere 


have featured on recent Cover Disks. 
Fastcopy 3 appeared on Cover Disk 
62, Disk Kit on Cover Disk 66 and 
KAOSDesk on last month’s Cover 
Disk. The Magic Storybook files have 


Boeeoooo 
Faso] Mops cli old 


is the editor program, which 
enables you to create your own 
backgrounds, foreground characters 
and even animations! 


and also alter the text ~ perhaps 
you'd like to gear one of the sup- 
plied stories to a different age 
group. Any mistakes can be 
removed by selecting the Oops 
icon, then clicking on the element 
to remove, which flashes when it’s 
been highlighted. 


Grubby fingers 

The program has two settings to 
prevent little kiddies from doing 
too much damage to the stories 


ngle disk 


been archived in two separate files to 
make it possible to dearchive them, 
but the Menu program will automati- 
cally make the necessary arrange- 
ments for you, so don't fret! 


ie. the shoot-' cit star on your IMéyte ST! 
lease select the wilh ATION for this progran 
Press any key, 


Press any keys 


Once you've clicked on 

OK, you'll be faced 

another dialog box telling 
you to insert disk A (your Cover 
Disk) into the disk drive. Do so 
king on OK to start 
transferring the program. 


before 


you've spent hours altering for 
their enjoyment. When the pro- 
gram is set to 5+ no editing, print- 
ing, loading or saving can be done, 
while several other options from 
within the other menus are also 
disabled, just to be sure. 

Clicking on the 5+ icon turns 
it into an 8+ icon, which means you 
can use these settings. The Edit 
icon is still disabled however, and 
to run the editor you must create a 
blank disk labelled ‘Editor’ and 
copy the AUTO folder across to it. 
Once there, delete MSBK520.PRG, 
then re-boot with the ‘Editor’ disk 
in the disk drive. 

When it's loaded, select 
‘Load’ and insert your Magic Story- 
book disk into the drive when 
prompted to enter the ‘Workbook’ 
disk. Select IDEAS (or NOREGYET 
if you've saved an edited file) and 
when you return to the main menu, 
click on ‘Edit’ to begin editing back- 
grounds, sprites and even ani- 
mated sequences. We'll be 
covering the editor in more depth 
next issue, so for now give it a 
whirl. It’s largely self-explanatory. 


It’s shareware! 

If you enjoy Magic Storybook you'll 
undoubtedly want to register it to 
lift its two restrictions (it can’t be 
run from hard drive and you can 
only save edited stories with the 
filename NOREGYET). It costs just 
£10, for which you also get a 
20,000-word manual, two new sto- 
ries, a complete demonstration 
story to help you use the editor and 
a utility mixing character and 
sprites from any of the stories. 
Abbreviated instructions, along 
with full details of how to register, 
comes in the READ_ME file that’s 
also included. 

Next month we'll be featuring 
an in-depth tutorial on how to get 
the most from Magic Storybook, as 
well as including the files for 
IMByte STs - which combine both 
the editor and game programs into 
one. Watch this space, and all that. 


an Extraction Htilit 


star on your Miyte ST! 
Please select the DESTINATION for this pregran 
Press ang key, 


etoact the shaot='eneup 


Fes i 
Loading ETE 2H 
Seg REL 
uh ae Please insert disk 8 
int eve Bi 


Lx _| 


The relevant files will be 

loaded into memory 

before you're told to 
insert disk B (your blank disk) 
into the disk drive. Do so, and 
click on OK to start saving the 
files to your blank disk. 


THE BBS 
DIRECTORY 


BY: Mark Westguard 

MACHINES: All STs (TOS 2.06 
with STOS Fix 3) 

FALCON COMPATIBLE: Yes (with 
STOS Fix 3) 

MEMORY NEEDED: 1MByte 
RESOLUTION: Medium/High 
UNCOMPRESSED SIZE: 281K 


Getting started 

Once it has all decompacted, just 
double-click on BBS.PRG to run the 
program. Easy. 


About the program 
The BBS Directory is essential for 
discovering which BBSs are situ- 
ated where in the UK - particularly 
handy if you've just read our BBS 
feature on page 19 and you'd like 
to keep your phone bills down. 
This is the full version of the pro- 
gram, exclusively for ST FORMAT, 
featuring over 620 BBS numbers. 
It's based around a graphical 
map of the British Isles, which 
makes locating BBS sites that 
much easier. There are seven 
options you can use to find your 
chosen bulletin board. You can 
search for an individual board by 


ar 4 


| 8 Bulletin Board Systens Found 
NUMBER 


09 

491 376 2659 
091 388 3078 
091 549 2249 
O91 477 5472 
091 918 1058 
O91 4946979 
O91 228 0427 


OK PREVIOUS PAGE NEXT PAGE BBS INFORMATION SHOW LOCATION 
* PRHOGHAM INFO 
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If the file is compressed, 

you will be told that the 

files are unpacking (see 
above). Once done, you will be 
told of the successful file transfer 
and you are returned to the Menu 
screen. Press [Esc] to quit. 


typing in its name, phone number 
or, if you want to be really vague, 
just the area you wish to search. 
Alternatively, you can elect to doa 
central point search, which looks 
for a predefined number of miles 
around it. Just click the mouse on 
the part of the map you're selecting 
as your central point and select 
‘Radius BBS Search’. This enables 
you to find BBSs that are local, and 
perhaps more conve- 
nient for you. 


Practical features 
abound! 
BBS Directory also 
gives you a ‘code 
search’ option where 
you can enter either 
the name or exchange 
number and let the 
program find out the 
missing bit for you. 
‘Show All’ displays all 
the exchanges listed 
around the country, and 
gives you a graphical representa- 
tion of their overall distribution. 
Once you've found a BBS or 
ten, you can then configure one of 
four comms programs (Vanterm, 
Uniterm, TeddyTerm or FreeZe 
Dried) with the relevant details 
regarding those BBSs. Just select 


‘THE BBS DIRECTORY: 


Page: 1 


LOCATION MILES KH 


PRINT ALL 


B With The BBS Directory, you can find Ad.Lib BBS - home of Frank Charlton and 
Andy Curtis and stamping ground for the ST FORMAT team. Be very careful. 


Don’t forget 


Write-protect your Cover Disk. 
Slide the black tab so you can 
see through the hole. 


Make a backup using the Back 
Up program on the Disk. 
NEVER ever run software 
directly from the Cover Disk 


except Back Up. 


Many Cover Disk programs 
are compressed to fit them on 
the Disk. Use the Menu pro- 
gram to copy and extract 
them to your blank disks. 
Step-by-step instructions are 
given just to the left. 


Read the instructions in these 
pages and in any document 
file that is on the disk. They're 
there for a reason. 


If you have any general prob- 
lems with your ST, consult 
your manual. If you’re still 
stuck write to: ST Answers, 
ST FORMAT, 30 Monmouth 
Street, Bath, BA1 2BW. 


BBS DIRECTOR 


SET SEARCH LOCATION 

RADIUS BBS SEARCH 

SEARCH FOR A BBS 

CODE SEARCH 

SHOW ALL 

OISK FUNCTIONS 

SEARGH RESULTS 
LLANDRINDOD 


PROGRAM INFO 
ENT PROGRAM I 


@ Apparently there are no BBSs in the middle of Wales. 
But this isn’t a problem, there's only sheep there anyway. 


‘Disk Functions’ and follow the on- 
screen prompts, remembering to 
have your comms disk ready. 
Finally, you can ‘Search Results’ to 
print or find more details about 
your chosen BBSs. Many come 
with information about the SysOp, 
the BBS’ main interest group and 
its maximum baud rate. 

The program was coded in 
STOS, and requires the latest ver- 
sion of STOS Fix, which featured 
on last month's Cover Disk, to run 
on STs with TOS 2.06 and the Fal- 
con. It’s a paltry £5 to register and 
in return you'll get the latest ver- 
sion of the program, complete with 
all the new exchange numbers fol- 
lowing National Phone Day on 5 
April (when, for example, Bath 
changes from 0225 to 01225) and 
up-to-date information concerning 
the featured BBSs (for example, the 
ST FORMAT BBS no longer func- 
tions, but is nevertheless still 
included in this version of the BBS 
Directory). Full details can be found 
in MANUAL.DOC. 
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»* TAQUIN 


BY: Pips 

MACHINES: All STs 
FALCON COMPATIBLE: No 
MEMORY NEEDED: 512K 
RESOLUTION: Low 

SIZE: 55K 


Get started 
Just double-click on TAQUIN.PRG 
inside the TAQUIN folder. 


About the program 
Taquin is a French puzzle game, 
oe ae backgrounds 


Stand Alone 
Displayer 

BY: Tony Greenwood 
MACHINES: All STs (TOS 2.06 
with STOS Fix 3.0) 

FALCON COMPATIBLE: Yes (with 
STOS Fix 3.0) 

MEMORY NEEDED: 512K 


RESOLUTION: Medium 
UNCOMPRESSED SIZE: 98K 


Get started 

Once it’s finished decompacting, 
double-click on STOSSER.PRG 
inside the STOSSER folder to load 
the program. 


JUMBLE-UP 


BY: Dr Chris Walters 

MACHINES: All STs (TOS 2.06 
needs STOS Fix 3) 

FALCON COMPATIBLE: Yes (with 
STOS Fix 3) 

MEMORY NEEDED: 512K 
RESOLUTION: Any 
UNCOMPRESSED SIZE: 229K 


Get started 

Double-click on JUMBLEUP.PRG 
once you've decompacted the pro- 
gram using the Menu. 


About the program 

This is a gem of a game all the way 
from Warrnambool in Australia. 
The program takes any Neochrome 


In the words of the immortal Rolf Harris: “Can you see what 
it is yet?” Yes, that's right, it's a meaningless jumble of shapes 
and colours. And it’s your job to make a proper piccy from it. 
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that'll make your stomach turn. It’s 
slickly presented and offers you a 
puzzle, which you piece together by 
sliding the pieces into the gap pro- 
vided. To do this just click on one of 
the pieces adjacent to the hole 
using the left mouse button and it 
slides into that position. 

There are four levels of diffi- 
culty, making the program chal- 
lenging for novices and experts 
alike, and, if you're ever stumped, 
clicking on the right mouse button 
reveals what the puzzle should look 
like when completed. Although 
you're not up against a time limit 


About the program 

Tony Greenwood coded the brilliant 
HERO (STF 64, 85%), but he’s also 
famous for being the brains behind 


isplager can also be used to load and 
10US DI rigcmest The picture option has 
isp] aies om Soe itart text, pe clit 
than sone text and that picture will be I 
rire information on file types supported press the 


the computer records 
your time and gives 
you the option of sav- 
ing your best times 
for posterity. If all this 
escapes you, just 
click on ‘3’ in the 
menu screen for 
instructions. 


@ “Hang on, if | move 
that piece there, and 
then that piece there, 
and then... No, hang on. 
Let's start a - Move 
that piece there... 
The joys of Taquin. 


STOSSER, the disk magazine for 


STOS users everywhere. For some 
time Tony has been developing a 
document displayer to go with the 
magazine and has now 
decided it’s good enough 
to be released as a stand- 
alone shareware program. 
Once you've double- 
clicked on STOSSER.PRG 
to load the program, 
select EXAMPLE.DOC 
from the introduction 
screen and full details of 
how the program works 
along with details of how 


&@ This is the Help screen for the STOSSER Stand 


Alone Displayer. Pressing [Help] will, surprisingly, 


access it for you. (Sarcastic git - everyone else) 


to register are provided. 
One of the beauties of the 


or Degas P11 or PI3 
picture file (four are 
provided) and auto- 
matically jumbles it 
up into 50 pieces, 
which you piece 
back together by clicking on each 
component with the left mouse but- 
ton, then dragging it to where you 
think it should be placed. If you're 
wrong, the piece springs back to its 
original position, and if you're com- 
pletely stumped, click on the right 
mouse button to reveal what the 
completed picture should look like. 
Once completed, the program 
returns to the file selector, from 
which you can try another picture. 
If you want to quit from any pic- 
ture, just click on both mouse but- 
tons simultan- 
eously and 
you're given the 
option of load- 
ing a new pic- 
ture or quitting 
the program. 
Note that 
for the program 
to run on STs 
with TOS 2.06 or 
the Falcon you'll 
need to use 
STOS Fix 3, 
which was 
included on last 
month’s Cover 
Disk. Okay? 


| AUTOBORT | 


_ MACHINES: All STs 
_ FALCON COMPATIBLE: Yes 


program is its ability to 


BY: LA Eldridge 


MEMORY NEEDED: 512K 
RESOLUTION: Any 
SIZE: 2K 


Get started 
Transfer AUTOBORT.PRG into your 
Auto folder. 


About the program 

Autobort can be placed in the Auto 
folder of a disk and used to prevent 
programs booting from the Auto 
folder. Just hold down [Control] 
[Alternate] and [Caps Lock] or either 
[Shift] key after switching your ST 
on with the disk in the drive. 
Couldn't be easier, could it? 

Care must be taken to ensure 
that AUTOBORT.PRG is the first 
program to run in the Auto folder. 
You could use a program like 
Autosort to re-sort your folder 
accordingly, or follow the instruc- 
tions contained in AUTOBORT.DOC. 


You might be having problems run- 
ning KAOSDesk 2.1 from last 


month’s Cover Disk, especially if you 
have an ST with TOS 1.6 or above. 
This is caused by the SHELMAN.PRG 


mix text and graphics in a single 
document, a feature not found in 
other programs of its type such as 
the Revenge Document Displayer. 
You can display pictures as a 
whole, in halves or even as quar- 
ters, as EXAMPLE.DOC so beauti- 
fully illustrates. You can also decide 
whether you want music to accom- 
pany your reading pleasure — any 
MUS file can be loaded in to 
achieve this effect. 

Registering costs just £5, and 
removes the annoying shareware 
message that pops up whenever 
you load in a document. Just read 
EXAMPLE.DOC for full details if 
you're interested. Reading text-files 
will never be the same again! 


BACK UP | 


Get Started 
Double-click on CD_BACK.TOS in 
the BACKUP folder. 


About the program 

If you honestly care about your 
pristine Cover Disk collection, you'll 
back up your Cover Disk to prevent 
those accidental coffee spillages 
and large magnetic fields ruining 
your life. And if you don’t care, 
well, don’t bother calling us when it 
all goes horribly wrong, all right? 


STOS Fix 3 


Early versions of STOS aren‘t com- 
patible with later versions of TOS, 
which means that games created 
with them aren't either. STOS Fix 
enables you to ‘fix’ programs to 
run with TOS 2.06 and the Falcon. 


One upshot of this is that these 
‘fixed’ games won't run on early 
STFMs, which is why we can’t 
provide fixed versions on the 
Cover Disk. We did, however, give 
the latest version of STOS Fix 
away on last month’s Cover Disk. 


KAOSDesk 2.1 problems? 


file in the Auto folder, which isn’t 
actually required for KAOSDesk to 
run. Just delete the AUTO folder 
from your disk, and double-click on 
KAOSDESK.PRG to run KAOSDesk. 


BY: John Brochu 
MACHINES: All STs, TTs 
FALCON COMPATIBLE: Yes 
MEMORY NEEDED: 512K 
RESOLUTION: Any 
UNCOMPRESSED SIZE: 216K 


Get Started 

Double-click on PICSWIT.PRG 
inside the PICSWIT folder once 
you've decompacted the program 
to a blank disk. 


About the program 

PicSwitch is a powerful and flexible 
shareware image viewing and print- 
ing utility. It supports 20 image for- 
mats, including GIF and PCX, Degas 
and Neochrome, and displays in 
any TT and ST resolution. It’s espe- 
cially suited for monochrome dis- 
plays, as the picture on screen 
matches more closely any printed 
output you produce with it. 

Once loaded, select the pic- 
ture you want to import by select- 
ing ‘Open’ from the File menu. If 
you're in low or high resolution the 
picture will be displayed on screen. 
If, however, you're in medium reso- 
lution you'll need to access ‘Adjust- 
ments’ from the Windows menu 


Problems? 


If you can’t load, copy or back up 
your Cover Disk then you may 
have a faulty disk. Send the disk 
and a padded self-addressed enve- 
lope to: 


ST FORMAT March Disk Returns, 
PO Box 21, Daventry, NN1 5BU. We 
pay the return postage for you. 


PLEASE DON'T send faulty disks to 
our Bath or Somerton offices. We 
don't keep stocks of Cover Disks. 


If you are having problems with a 
Cover Disk program, reread the 
instructions and any DOC files. If 


you still have problems, call the 
ST FORMAT Cover Disk Hotline on 
tx 01225 442244 on Wednesdays 
between 2pm and 6pm only. 


Cover Disks are double-sided. If 
you have an old STFM and can't 
read the Cover Disk then you need 
to upgrade your ST to a double- 
sided drive. 


If you have other hardware or soft- 
ware queries, contact the manufac- 
turer or publisher. Or ring the 
official Atari Helpline on * 0131 332 
93233 between 6pm and 11pm 
Monday to Saturday and 8pm and 
11pm on Sundays. 
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Do not adjust your set 


What makes PicSwitch so great has to be 
its ‘Adjustments’ box, which is accessed 
from the Windows menu. Here’s a rundown 
of what does what to that picture you've 


just imported. 


fi] Bri: alters the brightness of your picture 


[2] Con: alters the contrast of your picture. 


Scaling: this enables you to scale the picture as you 
desire. Big pictures can be scaled to fit the screen 
(there's even a ‘best fit’ option) 
ka] Cancel: cancels changes made since you last adjusted 
the picture 


B] Reset: resets Bri, Con and Sep slider settings to their 
original positions. 


Sep: colour separation (low/med res only). The lower 


the setting, the finer the colour gradation. It's recom- 


iE} Adjustment: performs any changes you've made on to 
the drawing itself. 


4X File Options Windows 


mended that you use a setting of 10-15 when using 256- 


colour pictures in ST low resolution. 


@ Display: controls how your pictures are displayed on 


screen. You can select a resolution (assuming it’s sup- 
ported on your setup), the number of colours you want dis- 
played and whether you want to display the image in colour 


or as shades of grey. 


Dither: gives you numerous dither options depending 
on what resolution you're using. This option is only 
available with pics displayed as greyscale or in high res. 


and hold the mouse down over 
*‘STLow’. A list of resolutions will be 
displayed, from which you can 
select ‘STMed’. Finally, click on 
Adjust to make the changes and 
display your picture. 


Processing your pictures 
If you've loaded a 256-colour pic- 
ture, you might be a little bit disap- 
pointed with what your ST comes 
up with. To compensate for this, 
PicSwitch comes with a host of 
image processing options to 
improve the display of your pic- 
tures. Most are accessed from the 
‘Adjustments’ box (see the panel 
above for full details). 

Dithering creates the illusion 
that your ST is displaying more 
colours than it is by shading the 
picture with dots. It only works in 
greyscale in lower resolution, but if 
you're running PicSwitch in high 
resolution you can subject your pic- 
ture to one of nine dithering 
options to give 256-colour pictures 
‘a kind of magic’ that monochrome 
displays could normally never do. 
Once you've selected your desired 
option, click on ‘Adjust’ to see what 
effect it has on your picture. 


Printing options 

PicSwitch supports Epson 9-pin and 
24-pin printers, and HP Laserjet 
compatibles. Once you've set up 
your printer to do the business, 
select ‘Print’ from the File menu 


(  , 


@ The program can be configured in all 
manner of ways. Here's one of the 
option boxes - impressive or what? 


and you can select your printer type 
and resolution (up to a maximum 
300 x 300 dpi on the HP Laserjet). 
You can also scale the image to fit 
the best way on the page, and ren- 
der it to get the best possible shad- 
ing effect (using all of the dithering 
options that are available when dis- 
playing in high resolution). 


What else? 

Selecting ‘Image Aspect Ratio’ from 
the Options menu enables you to 
alter the size of each pixel dis- 
played on screen. The default set- 
ting is 1:1, but you can select 1:2, 
2:1 or 4:1, which make the picture 
more blocky. Numerous options are 
also available in ‘Preferences’ from 
the same menu, including the 
option to configure how much 
memory you give to PicSwitch (use- 
ful when multitasking for example). 
The default configuration is ‘use all 
available’ so you probably won't 
need to access this much. 


Fite: oway.srF 
Type! Eraphics. Interchange Format 
Stee: 7eni37x8 105 colors 


1 am not mad! | am not mad! There’s 
nothing like a Gumby cracking you 
over the head with a plant pot to wake 
you up in the morning. 


Although PicSwitch doesn’t claim 
to be an image conversion utility, 
you can export monochrome 
images in IMG format for use in 
DTP and art packages that support 
the file type (and you'll find that 
most do). 

PicSwitch is shareware, so if 
you intend to use it on a regular 
basis you should register within 15 
days. Read PICSW101.DOC for full 
details and instructions on using 
the program. stf 


< 


 pleatenienteniontenlenienlententenientetententantentertenlentetatestetetetentents 


Name 

] Address eimai 

l Daytime phone = __Program title 

1 __ Total size in K_ 

1 On a separate sheet, explain concisely what the program does and why you 

[happen to think it’s so brilliant. 

J] Remember to: Include on-disk and paper documentation @ Write your name and address on 
the disk ll Use a virus-free disk Keep a copy of your program, contributions are non-returnable 

1 @ Enclose an attractive bribe. A-ha bootlegs would be nice... @ Not that it makes a difference 

] Please sign the following declaration: This program is submitted for publication in 

| S7 FORMAT. itis wholly my own work and | hereby agree to indemnify Future Publishing against 

i any legal action should copyright problems arise. 

l Signed — Date 

et ee 
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CANNON 
FODDER 


CANNON FODDER ~—_ LEMMINGS 2 
17.99 


ELITE 2 
14.99 


VOM 


CHAMPIONSHIP 
MANAGER 93/94 
+ UPDATE DISK 


PR 


ay ) 


CHAOS STRIKES BACK REACH FOR THE SKIES ANOTHER WORLD ALIEN VS PREDATOR DOOM IRON SOLDIER 
3.99 11.99 11.49 50.99 sacuan 49.99uacuaR 47.99 sacuar . 
f MANIAC MANSION D/S 10.49 WOLFENSTEIN 3D 46.99 
! NODDY'S PLAYTIME (3+). EDUCATIONAL ADVENTURE .... 19.99 ZOOL 2. 37.99 
! = ONE STEP BEYOND D/S 9.99 
1 MEG = requires at least 1 meg RAM earns es LYNX CARTRIDGES 
D/S = requires double sided disk drive PIRATES D/S 10.49 
! += new item POPULOUS & PROMISED LANDS D/S (1 MB) 10.99 APB 
= POWERMONGER + WW'1t DATA DISK D/S 11.49 BASKETBRAWL 
~ ATARI ST SOFTWARE PREMIER MANAGER 2 (1 MB) 14.99 BILL AND TEDS EXCELLENT ADVENTURE 
PRINCE OF PERSIA D/S (1 MB) 7.99 CASINO 
ANOTHER WORLD REACH FOR THE SKIES D/S (1 MB) 11.99 CHECKERED FLAG 
ARCHER MACLEAN'S POOL D/S RORKE'S DRIFT D'S 799 CHIP'S CHALLENGE 
B17 FLYING FORTRESS D/S (1 MB) SCRABBLE (US GOLD) 20.99 CRYSTAL MINES 2 
CANNON FODDER D/S ; SECRET OF MONKEY ISLAND D/S (1 MB) 9.99 DESERT STRIKE 
CHAMPIONSHIP MANAGER 93/94 (1 MB) D/S.. SENSIBLE SOCCER-- INTN'L EDITION DIS (1 MEG) .....15.49 DINO OLYMPICS 
CHAMPIONSHIP MANAGER 94/95 SHADOWORLDS D/S (1 MB). 5.99 DIRTY LARRY - RENEGADE COP 
END OF SEASON DATA DISK D/S (1 MB) SLEEPWALKER (STE) 8.99 ELECTROCOP 
CHAMPIONSHIP MANAGER COLLECTION SPACE QUEST 1 1249 GATES OF ZENDECON 
93/94 + UPDATE DISK D/S (1 MB) SPEEDBALL 2 8.99 HOCKEY 
CHAOS STRIKES BACK. STREETFIGHTER 2 D/S (1 MB) 11,49 {SHIDO 
CIVILISATION D/S (1 MB). TACTICAL MANAGER - ENGLISH LEAGUE D/S (1 MB) ...18.49_ LEMMINGS 
CORRUPTION (M/SCROLLS) MS PACMAN 
CRUISE FOR A CORPSE (1 M8) JAGUAR CARTRIDGES NFL FOOTBALL 
ELITE 2 (FRONTIER) D/S (1 MEG) NINJA GAIDEN 
F1 (DOMARK) D/S AIR CAR WARS: 45.99 PAPERBOY 
F19 STEALTH FIGHTER D/S (1 MB) ALIEN VS PREDATOR: 50.99 PINBALL JAM 
FINAL COMMAND a eres BUBSY BOBCAT 37.99 PITFIGHTER 
FLAMES OF FREEDOM (MI OWINTER 23) D/S (1 MB) CANNON FODDER 41.99 RAMPAGE 
FUTURE WARS D/S CHEQUERED FLAG (WAS REDLINE RACING) 50.99 RAMPARTS 
GRAHAM GOOCH WORLD: CLASS | CRICKET D/S CLUB DRIVE 42.99 SCRAPYARD DOG 
HARLEQUIN " CRESCENT GALAXY (TREVOR MCFUR) 32.99 SHADOW OF THE BEAST 
ISHAR - LEGEND OF THE FORTRESS o/s (1 Ma) . DEMOLITION MAN ° .. 37.99 SHANGHAI 
ISHAR 2 - LEGIONS OF CHAOS D/S w bees DOOM 49.99 SLIMEWORLD 
ISHAR 3 D/S (1 MB) nf ro DRAGON * ...45.99 STEEL TALONS 
JIMMY WHITES SNOOKER DIS... INTERNATIONAL SENSIBLE SOCCER: 51.99 SWITCHBLADE 2 
JINXTER (M/SCROLLS) ..... IRON SOLDIER .......... 47.99 TOKI 
KNIGHTS OF THE SKY (1 MB) KASUMI NINJA (RECOMMENDED FOR AGES 17+) 49.99 TOURNAMENT CYBERBALL 
LASER SQUAD.. " PINBALL FANTASIES ». 41.99 TURBO SUB 
LEISURE SUIT LARRY 2(1 MB). RISE OF THE ROBOTS « 45.99 VIKING CHILD 
LEISURE SUIT LARRY 3 SYNDICATE *....... 45.99 WARBIRDS 
LEMMINGS 2 D/S (1 MEG) TEMPEST 2000 "48.89 WORLD CLASS SOCCER 
LORDS OF CHAOS. .... THEME PARK... 45.99 XENOPHOBE 


LURE OF THE TEMPTRESS D/S (1 MB) .. VAL D'ISERE SKIING « 


ATARI JAGUAR 
WITH CYBERMORPH 
AND JOYPAD 


* STATE OF THE ART 64-BIT CONSOLE 
* 16.7 MILLION COLOUR CAPABILITY 
* EXTREMELY FAST PROCESSOR 


*GENUINE UK VERSION 479 99 
ATARI CONTROL PAD FOR JAGUAR __ ...22.99 


DISKS Witt LABELS 
BRITISH MADE 
ERROR FREE 
PACK OF 50 


19.99 


PACK OF 10 SPECIAL RESERVE 
DSDD 3,5” DISKS + CASE. WITH 
LABELS AND FREE PLASTIC FLIP 
TOP DISK BOX. BRITISH MADE. 
ERROR FREE. 


PACK OF 10 TDK MF-200 3,5" 
DISKS (DSDD BRANDED) 


PACK OF 50 SPECIAL RESERVE 
DSDD 3.5" DISKS WITH LABELS. 
BRITISH MADE. ERROR FREE. 


6.99 


8.99 


19.99 
5.99 


SONY KVM 1400 FST TV 


3,8” DISK HEAD CLEANER 


PLEASE STATE AMIGA, ST, 300, 
JAGUAR, MEGADRIVE 1 OR 2, SNES, 
OR CO32 
14” FST COLOUR TV/MONITOR WITH 
REMOTE CONTROL. 60 CHANNEL 

TUNING, REAR SCART INPUT, 
Ree (estes cvc Soccer 
POSITION TILT, BLACK TRINITRON: 


B=} SCREEN & LOOP AERIAL. 
194.99 


SONY TV (GREY AS SHOWN) 
SONY TV + FASTEXT 244,99 


LEADS 
FOUR PLAYER JOYSTICK ADAPTOR FOR AMIGA/ST 


HI-FI AUDIO LEAD - AMIGA/CD32/ST TO STEREO (1,5 METRES, 

2 X PHONO PLUGS TO 2 X PHONO PLUGS) CAN ALSO BE USED TO 

CONNECT STEREO VIDEO TO HI-FI, AND Hi-Fi SEPARATES TOGETHER ...3.99 
HI-FI AUDIO LEAD - (1,2 METRES, 1 X PHONO PLUG TO 2 X PHONO PLUG) 5.99 


JOYSTICK EXTENDER CABLE FOR AMIGA/ST (3 METRES) 7.99 
JOYSTICK SPLITTER CABLE FOR AMIGA/ST. ALLOWS 2 
JOYSTICKS TO BE CONNECTED TO 1 PORT 7.99 


_— 


VACUUM) 


JOYSTICK FOR AMIGA/ST 
MICROSWITCHED WITH 


JOYPAD FOR AMIGA/ST 


WHEN 


JOYSTICKS 


BOLLISTICK HAND HELD 

JOYSTICK FOR AMIGA/ST 

MICROSWITCHED WITH 
b | AUTOFIRE 


: oe 


COMPETITION PRO EXTRA 
JOYSTICK FOR AMIGA'ST 
CLEAR BASE, 
MICROSWITCHED 

WITH AUTOFIRE 

11.99 


CHEETAH BUG 


AUTOFIRE 
13.99 


SWIFT TP200 


TURBO FIRE ANO 
AUTOFIRE 
9.99 


KONIX SPEEDKING 
JOYSTICK FOR AMIGA/ST 
WITH AUTOFIRE 

11.99 


ACCESSORIES 


EKLIPSE MOUSE . 290 DPI 
RESOLUTION AND LONG CORD 
10.99 
ALFA CRYSTAL 
TRACKBALL 
BALL LIGHTS UP 
MOVED OR BUTTONS 
CLICKED 
29.99 


Pi 
Pi 
ve 
& 


MOUSE MAT WITH SPONGE 
BACKING. 4.99 
MOUSE HOUSE (HANDY 
PLACE TO STORE YOUR 
MOUSE) 


CLEANING KIT FOR COMPUTERS (|NCLUDES 


DUST COVER FOR OR ATARI ST (CLEAR PVC) 


MONITOR LEAD - ATARI JAGUAR TO PHILIPS CM8833 MKII OR CBM 1084S 9.99 
MONITOR LEAD - ATARI ST TO PHILIPS CM8833 MKil OR CBM 1084S .... ...9.99 


PORT EXTENSION ADAPTOR FOR AMIGA OR ST (PACK OF TWO), 
EXTENDS JOYSTICK AND MOUSE PORTS BY 21CMS 


PRINTER LEAD (PARALLEL) 1.5 METRES FOR AMIGA, STOR PC 
PRINTER LEAD (PARALLEL) 5 METRES FOR AMIGA, ST OR PC 


RF LEAD - TV TO CONSOLE OR COMPUTER (2 METRES) . 
RF SWITCH - AMIGA, ST OR CONSOLE (SWITCH BETWEEN TV 
AERIAL AND COMPUTER WITHOUT DISCONNECTING LEADS) 
SCART LEAD - ATARI JAGUAR TO TV WITH SCART INPUT 
SCART LEAD - ATARI ST TO PHILIPS TV WITH SCART INPU' 
SCART LEAD - ATARI ST TO SONY TV WITH SCART INPUT 


7.99 


DELUXE DISK BOX 3.5" 120 
CAPACITY, WITH DIVIDERS 


10 CAPACITY PLASTIC FLIP TOP 


DUST COVER FOR MONITOR (CLEAR PVC) 


EXTERNAL 3.5” 

DRIVE FOR ATARI ST 720K 
FORMATTED CAPACITY. 
LONG CONNECTION 


9.99 


2.99 


ZARLOR MERCENARY 


SLIK STIK 

"| JOYSTICK FOR AMIGA/ST. 
BRILLIANT BUDGET STICK 
6.99 


QUICKSHOT 137F PYTHON | 
JOYSTICK FOR AMIGA/ST 
AUTOFIRE 
9.99 


QUICKSHOT 128F 
MAVERICK 1 
JOYSTICK FOR 
AMIGA/ST. AUTOFIRE 
11.99 


SAITEK MEGAGRIP 2 
JOYSTICK FOR AMIGAVST. 
AUTOFIRE 

11.99 


SCORPION 
PLUS 
IARCADE STYLE WITH 
TURBO FIRE. 

10.99 


PREMIER UNI-CENTRE |) 
FOR AMIGA, ST OR 
ARCHIMEDIES. STRONG 
UNIVERSAL STAND FOR 
COMPUTER ALLOWING A 
NEAT AND TIDY SYSTEM 
SETUP. MONITOR STAND 
AND SHELF FOR 


EXTERNAL PERIPHERALS, 


EASY SELF ASSEMBLY 
39.99 


REMIER UNI-CENTRE 
LS, AS PREMIER UNI-CENTRE BUT EXTRA LENGTH 
/ERSION FOR OVERDRIVE AND OTHER PERIPHERALS, 
"ASY SELF ASSEMBLY 44.99 


BATMAN 
RETURNS 
PACK 


29.99 


POWERFUL COLOUR HANDHELD 
CONSOLE. BACKLIT SCREEN FOR NIGHT 
OR DAY PLAYING. 4096 COLOURS. 16MHZ 
PROCESSOR. 8 MEG GAME CAPACITY. 
SPRITE SCALING AND 3D GRAPHICS 
HANDILING. STEREO SOUND. SCREEN 
FLIP FOR LEFT OR RIGHT HANDED PLAY. 


HEAVY discounts 
HUGE range 


FREE - 16 page colour catalogue - just phone 


Order by fax on 0279 726842 - we'll fax back to confirm receipt 
— — — ee 


WE ONLY SUPPLY MEMBERS BUT YOU CAN ORDER AS YOU JOIN 
Members receive our 48-page Colour Club Magazine bi-monthly. Each issue reviews a 
selection from our extensive range and includes at least £30 worth of coupons for 
| additional savings on top products. Members are under no obligation to buy anything 


‘MEMBERSHIP FEES UK EC WORLD 


(6 MONTHS) (4,00) (6.00) (7.00) 
One year price includes six issues of Special Reserve magazine with £180 of XS Coupons 


All prices include VAT and 2-3 working day carriage to UK mainland 
Software and peripherals are sent by post, hardware by White Arrow 
Allow one or two days for processing and despatch of stock items 
We issue confirmations of all orders received 


Overseas orders must be paid by credit card 
Hardware items (battery or mains) are only supplied to the UK mainland 
Overseas surcharge £2.00 per software item or 25% on other items 

— ——— CERT 


{BLOCK CAPITALS please) 
Name & Address_ 


ST FORMAT 


Postcode 
IW Mac oF PC please state DISK or CD ROM 


Phone No Machine. 
Enter membership number (if applicable) or 


\ Please use this box to add any optional fast delivery charge 

1st Class Post 4 posted item or £10 overnight hardwar. 
. sat le 

Cheque’? O/Access/Mastorcard/Switch/Viea 


| CREDIT CARD SWITCH 
EXPIRY DATE. SIGNATURE. (ISSUE NO, 


‘Cheques payable to: SPECIAL RESERVE at 
| P.O. BOX 847, HARLOW, CM21 9PH 


1 Inevitably some games listed may not yet be available, Please phone to check availabilty 
Prices and offers may change without prior notification. SAVE = Saving off full retail price. 
PRICES CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS. 20.1.95 E .& OE. 
Mediates Ltd, 2 South Block, The Maltings, Sawbridgeworth, Herts. CM21 9PG. 


a ss ee 


HUGE range of hardware, ‘software, 
books, peripherals and leads for 
PC, CD Rom, Amiga, CD32, Sega, ~ 
Nintendo, Atari, Apple, Sony, Philips and 3D0. 
All official UK products, all at HEAVILY discounted prices 
Order by post, or by phone or come to one of the Special Reserve 


CLUB SHOPS 


43 Broomfield Rd CHELMSFORD tear the bus station 
The Maltings SAWBRIDGEWORTH rea: the train station 


32X EXPANSION FOR MEGADRIVE 


149.99 


PANASONIC 3D0 + PEBBLE BEACH GOLF 385.99 


PRINTER & ACCESSORIES 


CITIZEN ABC 24 PIN COLOUR 

PRINTER 144.99 

* 80 COLUMN, 192CPS/64LQ 

*5LQ/1 DRAFT FONT 

*2 YEAR WARRANTY, 

* FREE PRINTER LEAD. 

* THE EASIEST TO USE 
PRINTER ON THE MARKET 


CITIZEN ABC 24 PIN MONO PRINTER . AS ABOVE BUT IN BLACK 
AND WHITE, FREE PRINTER LEAD. THE EASIEST TO USE PRINTER 
ON THE MARKET. + 


DUST COVER FOR 80 COLUMN PRINTER R (CLEAR PVC). 
RIBBON (BLACK) FOR CITIZEN 24, 200, 224, 240 OR ABC 
RIBBON (COLOUR) FOR CITIZEN 9, 80, 24, 200, 224, 240 OR ABC 


By Nick PEERS 


s we revealed last issue, 
two German manufac- 
turers have taken on 


Atari's TOS-based technology and 
produced new machines - the 
Eagle and the Falcon Mk 2 - to fill 
the void left by Atari’s departure 
from the R&D side of the personal 
computing scene. Although Atari’s 
preoccupation with the Jaguar has 
seen their commitment to TOS- 
based machines decline to the 
point of non-existence, these two 
new machines developed by inde- 
pendent manufacturers show that 
Atari technology remains a viable 
proposition, especially when aimed 
at a more specialist audience. 


The Eagle has landed 
The Eagle was announced by 
GeSoft at the ProTOS show in Ger- 
many in late November last year. 
It's a TT clone but with a higher 
specification — while it uses the 
TT's technology, it outperforms its 
predecessor by featuring a faster 
processor as standard. And its 
upgrade options aren't restricted to 
the TOS platform: even PC and 
Mac processors (due at the end of 
March and July respectively) can 
be incorporated. This not only 
ensures the Eagle stays with the 
competition, but also means that it 
can be upgraded to access a host 
of software and hardware add-ons 
from other computer platforms. 
The Eagle’s MIDI ports and 
compatibility with existing Atari 
software (such as Cubase Audio) 
make it a good bet for musicians, 
while its workstation-quality graph- 
ics also make it suitable for serious 


BATTLE OF 
THE BIRDS {(3= 


i Early C-Lab Mark 2 Falcons will strongly resemble their 
predecessor, at least on the outside. Meanwhile, on the 
inside you'll find more memory and hard drive space, as 


well as a bug-fixed version of TOS. 


desktop publishing and artwork. 
Hobbyists, with a penchant for 
keeping up with the latest technol- 
ogy, will find the upgrade options a 
tempting prospect too. 

Gasteiner, who will be the UK 
distributors, plan to unveil the 
Eagle officially at Spotlight ‘95, the 
Atari and Amiga show happening 
at the end of June. Call Gasteiner 
on ® 0181 345 6000 for more 
details about the show. 


Anew Falcon swoops 

The Falcon Mk 2, announced at the 
recent London Atari show by Music 
Village, is more solidly based on 
existing Atari technology, ensuring 
that compatibility with the Falcon 
is maintained. Having licensed the 
Falcon technology from Atari, C- 
Lab (who are developing the 
machine) have aimed their new 
machine squarely at the musician 
with the emphasis placed on its 
dedicated musical technology, 
which includes MIDI ports and real- 
time hard disk 
recording and 
editing. The origi- 
nal Falcon scored 
highly in this sec- 
tor — the original 
release of Cubase 
Audio boosted its 
sales by up to 500 


@ Here's the Eagle 
showing off at the 
recent ProTOS show 
in Germany at the 
end of last year. 


per cent at the 
end of 1993. 

C-Lab see the 
Falcon Mk 2 as 
being part of “the 
next generation of 
home recording 
products”. Before 
the release of the 
Falcon, budding 
musicians would 
have forked out at 
least £20,000 for 
the equivalent 
technology. How- 
ever, some of the 
original Falcon 
machines suffered from bugs, 
which caused problems when run- 
ning Cubase Audio and Logic 
Audio. Atari refused to guarantee 
the machine’s compatibility with 
these pieces of software, but C-Lab 
have recognised that the Falcon 
can never be successful as a home 
recording machine if it suffers (or 
is reputed to suffer) from such fun- 
damental problems, so all their 
new Falcons will come with ready- 
to-run demos of both programs to 
prove that they will run with no 
modifications. The new Falcon will 
also come with what C-Lab refer to 
as “adequate memory”, by which 
they mean 14MBytes, as compared 
to the original Falcons which came 
with a mere 1 to 4 MBytes as stan- 
dard. This makes it easier for first- 
time users to get the machine they 
want without the hassles of 
upgrading, and the extra memory 
makes the machine more viable 
when used in real time (in a live sit- 
uation for example). The Falcon Mk 
2 will also come with a 50OMByte 
SCSI hard drive as standard, which 
will be fast enough to deal with 
recording in real time using the 
Falcon’s direct-to-disk technology. 
C-Lab have obviously done their 
homework properly. 

Prices are still unconfirmed, 
although it seems likely that the 
final price will be comparable to an 
Atari Falcon upgraded to 14MBytes 
with external 500MByte hard drive. 
Digital Village are distributing the 
Falcon Mk 2 in the UK, and they 
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can be contacted on t 0181 440 
3440 for the latest developments. 


So which is for you? 

The Falcon Mk 2 appears at first 
glance to be the musician's choice. 
It's been developed by a company 
renowned for its musical software 
and has been geared specifically 
towards musicians. Its compatibil- 
ity with existing Falcon and (to a 
lesser extent) ST software is also a 
good selling point. C-Lab are 
already considering the Falcon’s 
multimedia capabilities as a future 
selling point, boosted by the 
machine's excellent graphics and 
sampling facilities. 

The Eagle is a machine 
geared to the future. Although 
based on TT technology it should 
appeal to musicians as well as 
graphic designers. The upgrade 
options are attractive, and if you 
want a machine that can keep up 
with the pace of technology the 
Eagle may well be the one for you, 
if you're prepared to pay for it. 


BB The TT was Atari’s first leap from 

16 to 32 bit technology, and was a 
powerful, if expensive machine. The 

Eagle could well be its saviour. > 
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ven as we write, Impact Soft- 

ware are putting the finishes 
touches to Team, the realistic, 3D, 
STE and Falcon-only football game, 
which we previewed in issue 66. 
Impact, who have been operating 
independently for about three 
months now, will be selling the 
game directly for £24.95. If it lives 
up to expectations, Team should be 


E LATEST 


one of the better games of ‘95. 
(Slight understatement — Nick) 

Unfortunately, various prob- 
lems prevented us from bringing 
you the Cover Disk demo this 
month, but with a little luck we 
should be able to bring you the full 
review and a demo shortly. For 
more details contact Impact Soft- 
ware on @ 01280 850450. 


teams prepare 


Team and Nick 


@ Two of the 
world’s finest 


to do battle in 


is getting 
impatient. But 
where have 
Birmingha... 
ouch!Geroff! —-= - 


HULLAND 
ale 


COBBLEDICK’S A GENIUS 


DUNCE’S CAP SOFTWARE, 
through which Dave Cobbledick 
published his renowned PD and 
shareware games, have recently 
closed. Dave Cobbledick is now 
planning to publish PC games 
through a new company. 

The withdrawal of a program- 
mer is, of course, a loss to the ST 
community. Dave decided to make 
his move because the response in 
terms of people registering the 
software he was releasing was 
abysmal. Be warned — if you don’t 


support software producers, they'll 
stop supporting you. 

It’s not all bad news, though. 
Before Dave left he distributed the 
source code of his work to several 
PD libraries: Merlin, Floppyshop, 
Caledonia and Goodman, to name 
but a few. You can buy copies of 
Dave's ST software (although he 
no longer offers guarantees on his 
work) directly from Merlin PDL - no 
prices have been announced yet. 
And if you do have a PC, and area 
fan of puzzle games (Dave's spe- 

_ ciality), you could 
contact him for a 
list of his new PC 
titles. The address 
is: Genius Soft- 
ware, 245 Rosalind 
Street, Ashington, 
Northumberland, 
NE63 9AZ. 


@ Dave's games 

have bought enter- 

ment, happiness 
and ‘pairs’ games to 

j the world. 


Obsessed with the Everglades 


THE HEADLINE MIGHT NOT WORK 
but Richard West, the man behind 
Everglade (the Scottish mail order 
company) has recently announced 
a special offer on Obsession - last 
issue’s FORMAT Gold-scoring pin- 
ball-fest. You can get a demo ver- 
sion (which comprises the Aquatic 
Adventure table) from Everglade 


for a measly £2.99. If, having 
played it, you decide you like the 
game, just return the demo disk 
with £21.94, and you'll receive the 
full version absolutely free! (Er, run 
that one by me again? - Karen) 
Write to Everglade at: 68 Telford 
Street, Inverness, Scotland, IV3 
BLS, or call 01463 240168. 


No such thing as a free GIFt 


CONCERN SPREAD RAPIDLY 
through the on-line community 
recently when Unisys announced 
that they were planning to tax the 
GIF image file format. Although 
the standard has been in public 
domain use for over seven years, 
anyone producing commercial 
software that uses GIF files will 
now have to pay a $1 licence fee, 
followed by a royalty of either 
1.5% or $0.15 on each unit sold, 
whichever is higher. 

Following the furore sur- 
rounding the announcement, 
Unisys/CompuServe made it clear 
that their plans are not quite as 
radical as they initially appeared. 
Unisys are currently applying for a 
patent for the LZW compression 
system, which is behind the GIF 


format, and therefore have the 
legal right to impose the tax. How- 
ever, having been free for so long, 
it does look like money-grabbing 
tactics to establish charges at this 
late stage, particularly as Com- 
puServe have encouraged its 
widespread use and royalty-free 
licensing for years. Unisys are cur- 
rently in financial difficulties, but 
they continue to argue that this is 
a move to protect their intellectual 
property rather than to make a 
quick buck. 

Microsoft have announced 
their intention to devise a similar 
image format that doesn’t touch 
on the Unisys-patented LZW sys- 
tem, so expect to see a few more 
confusing and incompatible image 
formats on the ST soon. 


HAAN O 
DOOM O 


YES! HOT ON THE 
heels of the stonkingly 
brilliant Obsession 
Unique Developments 
are releasing the first 
ever Doom clone for 
the STE and Falcon. 
Entitled SubStation, it 
looks like being another 
smash for Unique 
Developments, proving 
once again that the STE 
and Falcon can easily 
keep up with the big 
boys in the fast moving 
graphics and gameplay stakes. 
SubStation will run on 
1MByte STEs and Falcons, and fea- 
ture an option to link up to four 
machines via the MIDI ports. You 
can then play against three others 
or in teams of two in the battle for 


|i Substation Ie due out in April from UDS, publishers 
jof the FORMAT Gold winning Obsession. 


Arto 6 HEALTH 


SubStation, 2,500 metres under 
the sea. For the uninitiated, Doom 
is a fast-paced, first person per- 
spective game in which you run 
around a realistic 3D environment 
killing everything in your path. 
Mindless, violent fun! 


Obscene publications 


WORD HAS REACHED US THAT 
the Mega Archive CD-ROM from 
System Solutions contains text- 
files detailing pornographic acts, 
described by the Police as being a 


contravention of the Obscene Pub- 
lications Act. System Solutions 
have stopped selling the CD-ROM 
and a new version is being pre- 
pared for release as we speak. 


MEMS SHOW 


THE SIXTH ANNUAL MUSIC AND MIDI 
Show will be held at Olympia 2 in 
Kensington from Friday 21 to Sunday 
23 April. Supporting the show are MIDI 
producers Music Sales, Heavenly 


Music and Time and Space, and the 
larger names in the music industry will 
also be there, including Roland, Digi 
Design and Harman. 

As well as loads of top show bar- 
gains, you'll be able to attend semi- 


IF YOU'VE PROGRAMMED ON 
more than one computer format 
you could probably go on at great 
length about problems with com- 


patibility. And if you've ever had to 


convert a game to run on another 


format, well... However, Esquimalt 


Digital Logic Inc have just 
announced the release of OMEn, 


an Open Multitasking Environment 


that provides a standard platform 
across all computer formats. This 
means that programs written on 


your ST in the OMEn environment 


can be run ona PC (from within 
OMEn) with no conversion trou- 
bles. Theoretically. 

The system, although still 
essentially in the development 


stage, has been released on the ST, 


IN APRIL 


nars, tutorials and clinics on all 
aspects of electronic music, from set- 
ting up your MIDI system to refining 
your studio. Tickets are available on 
the MEMS hotline 7 01369 707888, and 
by booking early you can reduce that 
£8 price tag to a mere £5. It’s the 
music event of the year, and it’s tailor- 
made for you. If you're into music, be 
there. (And if you're not, why are you 
reading this?) 


be usable on more and more 
machines. The package will be 
released as shareware, enabling 
you to run OMEn-compatible soft- 


ware free of charge, and if you pay 


the registration fee you receive 
manuals and software tools to 
develop your own programs. 
Not surprisingly, there are 
still many questions that remain 
unanswered, particularly as to 


exactly how flexible and usable the 
language will be. When you write a 


system to run as standard on sev- 
eral machines you run the risk of 


creating a system that works to the 


level of the worst machine — you 


could end up with Falcon software 


that only runs to the standard of a 
512K ST. We'll be able to tell you 
more when we review it across a 


is running on the Apple Mac and is 
in progress on the PC. As it’scom- ~ number of formats. It’s an intrigu- 
pleted on more and more formats, ing idea, and one we're looking for- 
software you write with OMEn will ward to testing in practice. 


ANOTHER ULTIMATE 
SOUND SYSTEM 


AS IF YOUR ST DIDN'T HAVE 
enough of a sound system under 
its belt, Yamaha have recently 


released the MU80, a ‘desktop tone 


generator, digital FX and EQ mod- 
ule’. For those of you who never 
really understood MIDI-ese, this is 
a synthesizer capable of creating 


660 different instrument voices, as 


well as 18 drum kits. 
The AWM2 (Advanced Wave 


Memory) gives the box an excellent 


output, while 64-note polyphony 


avoids note-stealing. Signal pro- 


cessing has also been taken care of 


- the MU80 has a 5-band graphic 
EQ, plus four independent effects 
processors, and the 43 FX algo- 
rithms include reverb, flange, dis- 
tortion, pitch shifting and other 
modulation effects. 

Of course, the standard MIDI 
functions are supported, with two 


independent inputs, each giving an 


input for 32 parts. Mac and PC 
owners will be able to use the 
direct-to-host adaptor sup- 
plied, but the ST can use 
the box directly anyway. 

The MU80 costs 
£699 (sounds a lot, but it’s 
a similar price to other 


you can get more informa- 
tion via the Yamaha-Kem- 
ble Product Information 


@ 0908 369269. Expensive, 
this music lark. stf 


comparable products), and 


Direct Sales Line (phew) on 


Atari STE 


| Mb memory and 
color monitor required 


Falcon compatible 


"A modern-day masterpiece" 


"Obsession ispure 
class and totally timeless." 


"The best ever Atari game" 
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including 
520/1 040 ST/STM/STF/STFMW/STE...........:secceeeereeee “£69, 95 | "Tie 
Monochrome, Colour Monitors exciuding CRT, L.O.P-T. ........ 
We pick up computers for repairs and memory upgrades for Next Day delivery 
_ tous ot Courier Service for ay £6.00 + VAT 


oy = r 2 : eet USPS Oxy as Stl 


IpCR 


service 


ee MAI 


520 STF/STFM 111 NS (26 RPE ee os £34.95 


520/1040 STF/STFM to 2.5 Meg ............... £59.00 
520/1040 STF/STFM to 4 Meg........... ee £99.00 
52S FE to 1 Meiers eal... eos £9.95 
520/1040°S TB itoreaMeg es) iasuan ths... .00cs.2 £49.95 


520/ LOAD: STE tO A MeO ee tesaavenvessecs. ees £99.00 


PLEASE CALL FOR FALCON MEMORY PRICES 


Compatible with all ST/STF/STFM/STE/Mega ST/Mega STE/Falcon 
++1-£299.95 Profile 365DC 
«+--£359.95 Profile 540DC .... 

@ POA for Higher Range of Profile Series Il and SCSI Bare Drive 
GOLD AWARD WINNER PROTAR PROFILE SERIES I] HARD DRIVES have features such as 
@ Auto-Booting @ Auto-Parking @ Read/Write Access @ Password Privileges @ Selectable Boot Partition @ DMA Thru Port 
@ Quiet Fan @ Device Number Switch @ Hard Disk Management Software package @ Full Utilities package and De-bug- 
ging Software @ 45 Watt PSU and all necessary wiring in place to mount another Bare Hard Drive in elegant foveings 
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£299.95 
.£349.95 


Profile 170DC 
Profile 270DC 


Fe Pel ae £199.95 365Mb 
£249.95 540Mb 


The oan Soldariess DIY Kits available 


STE TOS 2!06)ROMSs...:.civtesesee sane £39.95 STE/STFM/STF/ST TOS Switcher 
STE TOS Switcher £39.95 inc. 2.06 Roms.... 


»] \] iM ¢ ) | 
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290 Dpi mouse 
High Resolution Monochrome Monitor 


Dust Cover...... 
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STFM/STE Power Supplies (Service Exchange)....£29.95 1 Meg 3.5" Internal Drive 
NEW STFM/STE Foyer eroubplies osvsiscasivestatcecstes £49.95 — High Density 3.5" Internal Drive 
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@ All prices include VAT @ Fixed charge for repair does not include Disk Drive 
Replacement & Keyboard @ All prices subject to change without notice @ We reserve the [te hee | 
right to refuse any ST Repair @ Please allow 5 working days for cheque clearance sats 
@ P&P £3.50 by Royal Mail or £6 + VAT by Courier | 
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We told you how to get into comms a 


couple of issues ago. But once 


you're there, where can 
you go? And what's a a 
offer? Clive Parker an 

Simon Forrester reveal_a 
new world of data, 
information and, of 
Star Trek pi 


course, 


‘ou read the Internet fea- 
ture back in issue 65, 
went out and got yourself 


an Demon Internet account and 
spent several nights hunched over 
your ST ‘surfing the Internet’. So, 
what are you going to do with it 
now? After all, there’s only a finite 
number of Atari sites you can pos- 
sibly visit, and you've already been 
to most of them. 

There’s something you 
should know. Just because you're 
using an ST or Falcon to access the 
Net doesn’t mean that you're 
restricted to visiting Atari sites. Oh 
no. You can visit any site on the 
Net, using any kind of computer. 
That's the whole point. Of course, 
the Internet is a brilliant way to get 
the latest PD and shareware soft- 
ware for your ST and Falcon, but 


there’s so much more out there for 
you to explore. 


It’s very big 

The Internet is so big that it’s 
impossible to explore the entire 
infobahn. If the Internet remained 
the size it is today, you wouldn't 
have time to visit every site in your 
lifetime. And it’s still growing. At 
the moment, there are over three 
million computer systems con- 
nected to the Net on a permanent 
basis. Pretty big, huh? 

Add to this all the people 
using modems to connect to the 
Net on an occasional basis, and the 
number rises to somewhere 
between 30 million and 60 million. 
At the present rate of expansion, 
Microsoft estimate that by the end 
of 1996 there will be more Internet 


traffic than telephone conversa- 
tions taking place. 

The main traffic on the Inter- 
net is e-mail. There are an esti- 
mated 100 million messages a day 
zipping over the Net, and a good 
number of them seem to end up in 
my mailbox! The other biggies on 
the Net are the World Wide Web, 
Usenet, ftp (file transfer protocol) 
and gopher. 

The Web is a graphical hyper- 
text-based service enabling you to 
read text, view images, watch 
movie clips and listen to sound 
samples. Usenet is the world’s 
biggest bulletin board system with 
12,000 different chat forums. Mean- 
while ftp and gopher are the two 
main methods of moving software 
and files from one place to another 
over the Net. 


What kind of stuff? 

It would be impossible to even 
start listing the amount of informa- 
tion you can expect to find on the 
net, but here’s a taster. In Usenet, 
there's text-based information on 
any subject you care to mention, 
from aardvarks to zephyrs. 

Using ftp and gopher you 
can get ST software, sound-files, 
MIDI files, MOD-files and all kinds 
of images in GIF, JPEG, PCX and 
TIFF formats. 

And there are mailing lists. 
Got a hobby or interest? There's a 
good chance that there’s a mailing 
list that can automatically send 
you information about it. All you 
have to do is send an e-mail and 
ask to join the list. 

So, let's see what's out there. 
Engage. And so on. 
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» Star Trek: 


Generations 
World Wide Web: 
http://generations. 
viacom.com/ 


If we're featuring one Web page 
then it has to be this one. This is an 
official Web page put together by 
Viacom, where you can find out 
more about the new Star Trek: 
Generations film. The Web page is 
available in text format, so you can 
use the Lynx text-based Web 
browser for the ST. 

There’s lots of behind-the- 
scenes stuff about the film, includ- 
ing biographies, Star Trek history 
and ‘filmographies’ of the cast and 
crew. You can also order Trek 
goodies like books or communica- 
tor badges (at several times the 
price you can get them in the 
shops, naturally). 

The Web page doesn’t spoil 
the film for you by revealing the 
plot. Instead, you can find out lots 


of behind-the-scenes information 
and download pictures and sound 
samples. You can even download 
movie clips of the cinema trailer 
and play them using the AVI movie 
player software from 16/32 Sys- 
tems. The film clips are huge: the 
smallest is 4MBytes and the largest 
is over 12MBytes. 

The Generations pages are 
packed with information for 
Trekkers keen to learn more about 
the next phase of the Star Trek 
mythos, but remember guys - it's 
only a movie. 


Atari Newsgroups 
Usenet: Newsgroups: 
comp.sys.atari.advocacy, 
comp.sys.atari.announce, 
comp.sys.atari.st and 
comp.sys.atari.tech 


These are the newsgroups on 
Usenet where you can find all the 
technical help and news you'll ever 


So, the two captains meet at last, This is just one of the 40 images that you can 
dovnload from the Star Trek: Generations home page on the Web. 


ANY CHANCE OF A iL? GUV? 


1 Get a fast modem, you spend 
far less time on-line and you 
keep your phone bills down. A 
14,400 modem is the slowest 

| you should consider. 


2 Always answer e-mail off-line. 


Connect to the Internet for five 
minutes, download your e-mail 
and then disconnect. Compose 
the answers to your ¢ e-mail off- 
line, connect to the Net for five 

and then 


SQ UIS2 File Edit Window Options 
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E-mail js the greatest single use tor the Internet. 


need for your ST, TT and Falcon. 
Every aspect of Atari computing is 
discussed here, except games. If 
you want to know about the latest 
versions of freeware, shareware or 
commercial software, this is the 


_ Place to look. If you have a problem 


with a piece of software, or if your 
ST has died on you, all you have to 
do is ask and you'll get loads of 
advice and help. Why are ST own- 
ers so friendly? 

There's also a 
pretty active ‘for sale’ 
and ‘wanted’ area 
where you can pick up a 
bargain. Good stuff. 


UK Media 
Usenet: News- 
groups: uk.media 


All kinds of chat and 
discussion about the 
state of the UK media, 
ranging from questions like “Does 
-net have a future?” to The Mellon 
Farmer's Hit List. The former is an 
ongoing discussion about .net and 
other Internet mags, while the lat- 
ter is a weekly debate on the sav- 
age editing of films transmitted by 
the BBC and ITV. 


Posters, or people are mailing stuff, 
to uk.media are quick to pounce 
on newspaper articles about the 
Internet and rip them to shreds. A 
recent feature about the Internet in 
the Independent on Sunday was 
particularly derided for stating, 
among other laughable comments, 
that “all external modems are bat- 
tery powered”. So what's this flip- 
pin’ mains power cable for then? 


'@ Nip-over te the comp-sys.atari.st on Usenet for. 
the latest news about the ST world. 


Japanimation 

Usenet: Newsgroups: 
alt.binaries. pictures.anime 
If you like Manga videos, you'll 
love this newsgroup. It includes 


loads of images digitised from 
Manga and other Japanimation 


All NEW GASTEINER Hard Drive for Atari ST, STFM,STE,MEGA ST, MEGA See ie aa 


STE & the formidable FALCON 030. 


Hi res mono monitor £129 
Award winner for BEST HARDWARE 1993 - ST Review Philips colour £099 
The All NEW GASTEINER Hard Drive has all the following features. Microvitec mutisync £289 
1 Ao Boating nt to Parking P MEMORY FOR ST STFM & MEGA 
2, Front On/Off switch 
3, Power indicator (LED) light O mb board £93 
4, SCSI icon selector switch 
5, Sleeve bearing Fan (17CFM) 1/2 mb boards £29 
6, Dual SCSI Port 
7, Internal 5% Tolerance P.S.U. (90-260 VAC) 2mb boards £65 
8, Top Quality Formatting and Partitioning Software 
9, New Compact Case (4.00x4.64x9.00) (HxWxD) 4 mb boards £99 
10, 12 Months back to base guarantee 
{A SERIOUSLY BIG DRIVE FOR A SERIOUSLY SMALL PRICE - st FORMAT Goi awaro aueust 1994 1/2MB TO 1MB £5 
1MB TO 2MB £40 
ATARI ST FALCON 030 2MB TO 4MB £80 
A4OMB 5189 MRT LC 
120MB $259 4MB with board £99 
170MB $289 14MB with board £599 
270MB £299 32MB with board & 32mhz £1299 
FEAGLE S2MNz ATARI COMPUTER 


1.2GB £499 


all above drives comes with our award winning 
TOP-LINK controller & software with ST & SCSI 2 
CABLE with falcon drives 


mmnaiorn (eeeVADN| FALCON 030 4MB 


NEW 32Mhz 68030 TT COMPATIBLE 
COMPUTER COMING SOON 


£499 

120MB £09 FALCONO30 16MB —Ss- £899 
270MB £199 TiTiaeeNTNTae Ys 
340MB £239 FALCONS 030 
540MB £269 15 85MB £129 
1GIG £499 Sat 120MB £159 
AV drives please phone 240MB £249 
aaa ah ae 400MB £349 
TIMEWORKS £39 | ___ATARI SPARES SHOP 
CALAMUS 1.09 £60 MITSUMI POWER SUPPLY £34.95 
CALAMUS SL £179 INTERNAL DRIVE £45.00 
MUSIC SOFTWARE see oa tO EU oe! 
CUBASE LIGHT £89 _ TOS 2.06 STE £45.00 
CUBASE SCORE 2 2319 “PHILIPS Tos 2.06 STFM £59.00 
CUBASE AUDIO £519 ATARI MOUSE £9.99 
CUBASE FA8 £319 
CUBASE AUDIO + SDI £759 Shainberg = MEISE ce alent 
Emagic Notator SL £185 F 
fleas ea0 SCSI CABLE £6.99 
logic audio for falcon £159 a TRACKBALL £29.99 

OPTICAL MOUSE £29.99 


1st Word plus £39 GASTEINER 
Papyrus £119 126 Fore Street, Upper Edmonton 
Atari works £99 London N18 2XA 


Tel: 0181-345-6000 
ATARI COMPETENCE CENTRE Tel: 0181-345-6868 


edged. 


IDE interface enabling exter- 

nal Sony & Mitsumi CD-ROM 

drives to be used with the ST 

& Falcon 030 £69 
C 

APPLE CD-ROM 2 SPEED 

EXTERNAL CASED & PSU 

FOR ST 

FOR FALCON 030 

comes with all the cables 


£299 
£279 


TOPLINK award winning DMA TO 
scsi converter 
£40.00 
External SCSI case with 45 watt power 
supply £79.00 
DSDD DSHD 
10 £3.50 6.00 
50 £15.00 £25.00 
500 £145.00 £245.00 
1000 £280.00 £480.00 


DISKS WITH LABELS BRITISH MADE 
ERROR FREE 


SCANNER FOR ST £99 
SCANNER FOR FALCON £99 


Ec DISK=DRIVERC 5 


1MB EXTERNAL DRIVE £50 
1MB INTERNAL DRIVE £45 
PRINTER CABLE £6.00 
SVGATO FALCON 030 £12.00 
ST TO FALCQN 030 £12.00 
SCART CABLE £10.00 
MULTISYNC SWITCHBOX £29.95 
MODEM CABLE £10.00 
NULL CABLE £10.00 
PRINTERS 
HP 320 £230 
HP520 £269 
HP560 £399 
CITIZEN ABC COL £155 
SWIFT 200 COL £185 
SWIFT 240 COLOUR £229 
EPSON STYLUS COLOUR £449 
CANON Bj10sx £189 
CANON Bj200 £249 
CANON Bjc600 £459 


New service centre for most 
Atari computers. We offer a 
quotation service of £10 for 
which we will examine your 
computer and report back with 
an exact quotation price for the 
repair. If the repair is carried 
out is then deducted from your 
bill. 


Small consumables and software items under 
the value of £50 please add £3.50 p+p. Other 
items except lasers, next day delivery service 
£10 per box, Morning next day, normal rate plus 
£10 per box. E&OE Prices subject to change 
without prior notice. All trademarks acknowl- 


All prices include VAT. 


THE UpGRaDE SHOP 
TEL 0625 503448 


HARD DRIVES 


New Series 100c hard drives from T.U.S Developments. 
Superb metal case (vertical or horizontal mounting), very 
quiet cooling fan, internal power supply, Device selector, 
dual SCSI parts and interface for ST or Falcon. 

% Introductory Offers * 
234Mb system for the ST series ................0.068 £264-00 
234Mb system for the Falcon ..............cceee eee ee £249-00 


HIGH DENSITY EXTERNAL DRIVES 


Quality 'metal-cased' external Disk Drive with power 
supply (TOS 2.06 required for High Density). 

High Density drives read/write to both normal DSDD and 
DSHD disks with fully automatic switching. 
High Density (2Mb) Drive with controller 
High Density (2Mb) Drive, no controller .. 
Double Density (1Mb) 


£79-99 
++ -£59-99 


MARPET XRAM DELUXE 


STF/STEM. Same day fitting £15. 
XRAM UNPOPULATED ...... £24.00 
£32-99 
.£69-99 
£109-99 
IMb XRAM and 


DOUBLE SIDED DRIVE £72-00 


STE KITS. With instructions and test 
software. Same day fitting £7-00 
520 to IMb 
520 to 2Mb... 
520 to 4Mb 
FOR OTHER VARIATIONS ON 
UPGRADES PLEASE CALL 


All monitors include a Tilt and Swivel stand 


Royal 14" Mono for ST series .. 
TUS 14" Mono for ST series . 
TUS 14" Colour for Falcon ... 
Add £15-00 to Mono Monitor pi 
appropriate connecting leads. 


All prices include VAT @ 17-5% but exclude 
delivery. Orders can be placed by telephone quoting 
credit card details or by mail order. Please make 
cheques and postal orders payable to "THE 
UPGRADE SHOP." | year warranty on all products 
unless stated. 


TOS 2:06 SPECIAL 


STE KIT : 

Solderless installation, with switcher and Tos manual 
STF/STFM 

Fitted with switcher and Tos manual 

HIGH DENSITY DISK DRIVE 

For Tos 2-06 machines 

HD Module & 2 Mb Drive 

HD Module 

STE SPECIAL 

Tos 2:06 + HD Module + Drive 


NEW PLUG IN POWER SUPPLY 

Includes power socket, switch and pedestal - 
no soldering 

INTERNAL REPLACEMENT DRIVE KIT 
1 or 2Mb Drive supplied 

KEYBOARD 

MOTHERBOARDS (call for availability) 
290 DPI replacement mouse 


REPAIRS AND FITTINGS 


Fully trained engineers for a reliable repair. All jobs quoted 
for individually (no fixed prices). 48 hour turnaround on 
most machines. Long 4 months warranty as standard. 
Courier collection and return available for £14-00. 

We can fit any of the advertised products to your machine 
for a one off fitting charge of £15-00. This means that if you 
require say an upgrade and overscan fitted then 
the charge is only £15-00. 

Please ring for an appointment before bringing your 
machine or call if courier collection is required. 
Please ensure all parcels collected are adequately packaged. 


FITTING SERVICE AVAILABLE 
ON ALL UPGRADES FOR £15-00 


DELIVERY: Small items under £60 please add £3 p&p. Large items and orders over £60 add £7 courier charge. Courier pickup for Upgrades and Repairs £7. 
Monday-Friday 9am-6pm. Saturday 9am-5pm. 

Technical support: Tues, Wed, Thurs 6.30pm-8p: 

Same day service available for upgrades and most repairs. Please ring before you bring. 


The Upgrade Shop 
37 Crossall Street, Macclesfield, Cheshire SK11 60OF ivisA | 


»S videos, along with original Manga- 
style pictures created by Japanima- 
tion fans worldwide. 

The images are uploaded as 
uuencoded text-files. You have to 
download the text-files and use a 
uudecoder program to convert the 
text back into a binary image file. 
It’s not a difficult process, and the 
results are worth the hassle. 


frank@tachyon.demon. 
co.uk 


Demon Internet are the only Inter- 
net providers to supply Internet 
software for the ST. Now they have 
a new technical support guy who 
deals with their ST queries. Take a 
bow Frank Charlton — STOS genius, 


i 
i 


COMMS esaaaeceon 


SunSITE Northern Europe is located at the Department of Computing, 
Imperial College, London and is running on a SPARCserver 1608 (with 
6 CPUs and 42 GB of disk space) kindly donated by Sun Microsystems. 


Local time is Thu Sep 29 21:36:56 1994, you are user number 27 (max 368) 


Please read the README files for more information (e.g. uhat a .gz file 
is, extensions to ftp. etc). Note that if ftp hangs or dies, try 
putting a hyphen at the start of your passuord. Another useful feature 
is the ls -sf:package command which does a quick scan of The 

Archive looking for something called ‘package nally please note 
that sALL* transfers are logged and any misuse uill be acted upon. 


38- 

}@- DISCLAIMER: Neither Imperial College nor Sun Microsystems are libable 
for any use, storage or transmission of any files stored on this 
archive. 


Please email suggestions and questions to wizards@doc.ic.ac.uk 


ardent Trekker, occasional ST FOR- 
MAT reviewer and co-SysOp of the 
Ad.Lib BBS. 

If you have any problems 
with installing or using the ST 
Internet software from Demon, you 
should e-mail Frank at 
frank@tachyon.demon.co.uk. 
And if you look in the 
demon.ip.support.atari news- 
group on Usenet, you'll find Frank 
lurking inside. And if you can't get 
e-mail up and running, the number 
to call is = 0181 343 3881. 


micros.hensa.ac.uk/micros 
/atari/ 


Organised by Daneesh Bahbuta, 
this is probably the most compre- 
hensive archive of ST shareware 
and freeware in the UK. 

There’s an amazing amount 
of stuff here, which is split up into 
sections for the ST and Falcon030. 
Each section is then logically sub- 
divided into the specific areas, 
including graphics, MIDI, MODs, 
programming, utilities, Desk Acces- 
sories, word processing, fonts and 
many, many more. 


I CT A 


All the software is updated as soon 
as new versions are available, 
which means you can be sure that 
any program you download is the 
latest version. This site is a must 
for your ftp hotlist. 


sluaxa.slu.edu/pub/millesj 
g/newusers.faq 


Any newbies are recommended to 
ftp this document today — it may 
well save you loads of time and 
trouble navigating the Net. A bit 
like ST FORMAT, really. 

This document is a FAQ—a 
compilation of frequently asked 
questions. There are hundreds of 
FAQs on the Net, perhaps millions, 
about any subject that people ask 
questions about. This particular 
FAQ is full of questions that new- 
bies tend to ask, like, “If | download 
an image created on a Mac, can | 
view it on my PC?” or, “Do | need 
to run UNIX on my Spectrum to 
access the Net?” 

Apart from 
anything else, 
this FAQ contains 
a comprehensive 
list of every tech- 
nical term you're 
likely to come 
across on the 
Net. It’s a valu- 
able source of 
information. 


“What the hell’s a mailing list?” 
shouts a voice from the back. I'll 
tell you. A mailing list is a service 
that automatically sends you infor- 
mation about a given subject at 
regular — usually daily — intervals. 
The info is sent to you as e-mail 
and you download it and read it in 
the same way as you'd read a mes- 
sage from anyone else. 

There are so many mailing 
lists on different subjects that it’s 
impossible to pick one out or give 
you an abbreviated list of what's 
available out there. The easiest 
thing to dois to get yourself a list 
of every mailing list available so 
you can pick one for yourself. 

And it’s dead simple to do. 
Just send an e-mail to 
listserv@bitnic.educom.edu 
with the command list global as 
the body text of the message. Now 
all you have to do is wait for the list 
to be sent to you as e-mail. 

One word. of warning. The list 
is huge, and it'll take quite a while 
to download from your mailbox. 
Don't say | didn’t warn you. I 


FEATURE COMMS 


BOARD WITH 


THE NET? 


Simon Forrester grumpily shuns the world of 
the Internet in favour of bulletin board systems. 


NETWORKING 


One part of the BBS culture is net- 
working, the process by which 
bulletin boards are linked together 
and can pass mail between them- 
selves, which is particularly handy 
for users on different boards. If 
you're using a FidoNET BBS, you 
can send an electronic message to 
someone using one of the hun- 


“You netcybermatrixsurfers don’t know you're 
born,” he mumbles. (Just get on with it - Karen) 


‘ou can’t have missed the 
Internet, unless you've 
been sojourning on Mars 


for the last year. But computer 
communications didn’t start with 
the Internet, and the Net isn’t the 
only way of relaying information 
around the globe. 

Aeons ago (back in the early 
’80s) the bulletin board was in its 
heyday. A bulletin board isn’t a 
part of the Net, it’s a single com- 
puter sitting on the end of a phone 
line. The main element of the BBS 
is its message base, a system 
whereby everyone who rings the 
machine can add their thoughts to 
ongoing forums on various sub- 
jects. Because anyone 
can link into the BBS, 
they form a forum for 
all sorts of interesting 
subjects, much the 
same as parts of the 
Net do. And there are 
literally hundreds of 
BBSs, many of which 
are linked together. 

You can also find 
a wealth of file 
libraries on BBSs, into 
which you can upload 
PD or shareware, and 


there that you find interesting. And 
these libraries can contain any- 
thing, from programming utilities 
to on-line magazines to popular TV 
scripts. You can be sure there’s a 
BBS somewhere with a file on the 
subject you want. 

This is partly because anyone 
with the motivation, a spare ST, a 
big enough hard drive, a modem 
and a phone line can set up their 
own BBS system (see page 22). 
And because these boards are run 
by individuals with no obligation to 
make money (unlike much of the 
Net) the material you find there is 
not charged for. But there’s no 
such thing as a free file... 


Paying your way 
Even though you don’t get 
charged, it'd hardly be fair if these 
systems allowed you to take copies 
of as much information as you 
wanted without giving anything in 
return. You're encouraged to con- 
tribute, and the more you upload to 
a BBS the more you can download. 
If you send information (programs, 
files, docs) you earn privileges to 
take what they've got on offer — for 
example, if you upload 1MByte you 
might then be allowed to download 
4MBytes. The way to get the most 
from a board is to give the most. 
So when you log on to a new 
BBS, find out what they don’t have. 
Then, before you 
start pillaging their 
hard drive for any- 
thing that interests 
you, send them 
something nice. We 
cover etiquette more 
elsewhere, so read 
and pay attention! 
For now, we've 
chosen a few boards 
at random from the 
thousands available, 
making sure we vis- 
ited boards with an 


dreds of other FidoNET boards. 
This networking isn’t as instanta- 
neous or efficient as the Internet, 
because the boards aren’t linked 
by permanent lines, but what net- 
work there is works through the 
relaxed transfer of information 
over standard phone lines at 
unpopular times of night. 

Each board on a network is a 
node, so a nodelist is simply a list 
of boards available on FidoNET. 
Addresses take a numeric form, 
with each board having a serial 
number. You can, with a bit of 
work, get on to some BBS net- 
works via the Internet, but essen- 
tially they’re BBS networks. 


it's dead easy to just log on to any 
BBSs yourself and have a quick 
look at what they offer. 


Ad.Lib 

2 0191 370 2659 

The official ST FORMAT BBS. 
SysOp Andy Curtis has spent a lot 
of time getting this ST-orientated 
board to reflect the different points 
of ST interest. Ad.Lib has a specific 
ST FORMAT message section, 
which is supported and used by the 
ST FORMAT team, and is the ideal 
way to get information and give us 
your feedback. 


High points: 

ST FORMAT message base: All 
the latest gossip, news, opinions 
and feedback on ST FORMAT. 


download anything 


As you should know by now, bulletin 
boards are run by independent people 
who make little (if any) profit from the 
activity - they’re run on goodwill. For 
that reason, you'll get along a lot bet- 
ter if you bear some basic codes of 
conduct in mind... 


@ Never, ever, ever drop the carrier mid-session. 
The carrier is the telephone link between the 


@ Just one of the thousands of pictures you can find on bulletin boards. 
It’s also a great excuse for a another gratuitous Star Trek mention. 


two machines - you can drop it by hanging up. 
If your modem hangs up and the BBS isn’t 
ready, you'll probably crash it. Wait until the 
BBS hangs up before turning your modem off. 

@ Should you drop the carrier, always call back 
and leave a message of apology, partly to check 
that the board hasn’t gone down. 

@ Never walk away from your ST when it’s on- 
line. Even if your ST’s doing something, you can 
be sure it'll stop to ask you a question and 
you'll leave the system hanging around on the 
phone when other people could be logging on. 


ST-specific slant, but 


Red Dwarf scripts: Frank Charl- 


@ Always upload as much as you download. It’s 
not difficult - you'll always have the odd PD or 
shareware program you can send in return. 

@ Never break copyright when uploading - 
you'll get yourself and your SysOp in trouble. 

@ Check the content of what you send. There’s 
a lot of dodgy material floating around on 
boards, and when you do send something along 
make sure it’s going into the relevant file area. 
@ For the sake of your phone bill and the BBS 
hard drive, always upload compacted files. 


ton’s ‘painstaking transcription’ 
(or shameless copying) of 
scripts from the TV series. 

Star Trek images: A Trekkie 
paradise — endless lists of Trek 
image and text-files, as well as a 
stupid number of Trek samples. 
Programming corner: Sup- 
port for a variety of languages, 
and some handy utilities to 
smooth the creative process. 


Falcon’s Realm 

tT 01254 3861 

With two Falcon030s, Falcon’s 
Realm professes to cover all things 
Falcon. The Realm is the place to 
go for support from other Falcon 
users and lots of Falcon software. 


FolkeSTone 
01303 249306 


So what ever came out of Folke- 
stone, apart from the ferry to 


Tite Page Tent_Uiew_tntres 


up with bis ex 
jerwenahot) . AL tke 


@ Calamus ~ you can find full, offi: 
support on Desktop, another far: 


THE BBS DIRECTORY 


SET SEARCH LOCATION 

RADIUS BBS SEARCH 

SEARCH FOR A BBS 

CODE SEARCH 

SHOW ALL 

DISK FUNCTIONS 

SEARCH RESULTS 
‘LLaMDRT¥DGD 


PROGRAM INFO 
ENIT PROGRAM 


@ STatic2 has a wealth of ST software, 
including the handy 88S Directory. 


Calais? The long-lived FolkeSTone 
BBS earnt its popularity through its 
fanatical ST support... 

Net access: It’s not the Internet, 
but Folkestone is on FidoNET, NeST 
and AtariNET, giving you access 
almost any BBS network with the 
minimum of fuss. 

Atari Explorer On-line: An elec- 
tronic Atari news fanzine, which is 
also available over AtariNET. Con- 
tains all the latest news on Atari 
and their activities. 

BBS software: If Andy's words on 
setting up your own BBS (page 22) 
inspire you, there’s sound technical 
support here, and a bundle of soft- 
ware to help you on your way. 


STatic2 

A truly terrifying board. Attempting 
to guess just how much is stored 
and available here could send the 


most hardened mathematician 
insane. The list of different file 
areas alone takes several 
screens to scroll though, and 
covers just about every topic 
on most formats. Among the 
40-odd Atari file sections: 
CD-ROM: Software and infor- 
mation files supporting CD- 
ROMs and their users, plus 
software archives, which are 
readily accessible on-line. 
Games: STatic featured the 
best selection of games that 
we saw for users wanting a 
good blast. You'll find at least 
50 good games before you 
start looking. 

Total utility support: Extra 
files for everything from Cala- 
mus to Cyber animations, 
screen savers, even calcula- 
tors. The list really is endless. 


Desktop BBS 

Tc 1752 UD 

Although it’s almost a rival 
board to Ad.Lib, you should 
take a look at Desktop. Proba- 
bly the most unstructured file 
list of all time, but the more 
technical side of the ST is cov- 
ered in great depth, with com- 
pacters, programming notes, maths 
engines and the like. Also: 

Sci-fi: An enormous selection of 
interviews, fanzines, picture files 
and sound samples from popular 
sci-fi series such as DS9, TNG, B5, 
and other less popular TV shows. 
Cyberspace: Desktop runs the 
kind of unusual, offbeat confer- 
ences you'd normally only find peo- 
ple enthusing about over the 
Internet. You've probably heard fer- 
vent tales of foot fetishists and UFO 
abduction victims letting it all hang 
out on the Internet, and Desktop 
has to be the closest BBS equiva- 
lent. A lively area, worth a browse. 
Calamus: Extra Calamus files and 
handy hints here, and you can 
share tips with a host of other Cala- 
mus users and experts. 

Goodman: Desktop is the official 
bulletin board for Goodman PDL, 
offering a selection of the library's 
software plus on-line ordering and 
the latest Goodman news. 
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When browsing through boards 
you'll notice that some are bigger 
than others. Among the grandad- 
dies of ST boards, alongside Ad.Lib 
and Desktop sits the Tavern BBS, a 
board that covers absolutely any- 
thing and everything... 

Religion: Among Tavern’s CD 
archives you'll find electronic ver- 
sions of religious texts, from the 
orthodox to the downright odd. 
Clip-art: Essentially just mono- 
chrome picture files, this stuff is like 
gold dust to anyone that's getting 
into DTP and wants some pretty 
illustrations to brighten up their 
pages. Stacks of stuff. 

Electronic books: The Tavern 
also sports a large electronic library 
for those of you who are tired of 
reading convenient paper prose, 
and would prefer to lie in bed with 
a ton of computer equipment on 
your lap. Lovely! > 
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a BBS? 


Yeah? Andy Curtis shows you 
how. And he should know. After 
all, he’s been running Ad.Lib, ST 
Format’s recommended bulletin 
board, for three years now. 


aving seen what BBSs 
have to offer over the 
last couple of pages, you 


may well now be interested in run- 
ning your own BBS. 

However, starting a BBS 
sounds like it’s akin to scaling 
Mount Everest single-handed — 
theoretically possible, but you 
wouldn't attempt it for fear of fail- 
ure. In fact, it's much easier than 
you might expect. It does require a 
lot of time and commitment, but in 
practice all you need is a suitable 
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Status; Uaiting Files 1/0: 1/1 
fenory: 2297326 Last: BBS 


mt We 
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Node 


BBS program, your ST, a modem 
and a hard drive. 


So what do I do? 

Don't let the size of the task get to 
you. Follow these simple steps. 

41 Get hold of the hardware you 
need. Check your system against 
the items list in our panel below 
and add in what you don't have. 

2 Decide on a BBS program to 
use. Log on to BBSs using the dif- 
ferent packages and see which you 
like best as a user. Talk to the 
SysOps and glean as 
much information as 
you can. Many systems 
offer a demo package — 


atarinet Ht 
nest He 
hest He 
fishnet 4 


Recent Activity 


if you like the system, 


Kel board re Nest to enter terninal node 
Bink-ST 3.1 


begin, Bink-ST 3.14pt8 (Oct 15 1994], free menory 2312534 


deain, Bink-ST 3, Tipte (Oct 15 1994], free nenory 2297326 


get hold of it. 

3 Read all the 
READ.ME files or 
instructions for the pro- 
gram, then install it to 


Transfer Status 


your hard drive. 


Event 1 starts in yt 


4 Go through every 
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text-file installed to your 
BBS and edit it to your 
specs — make the sys- 
tem look your own. 

5 Try a few local logins 
and see what it looks 


” Want to start ¢ 


(c) Automated Sausage Scripting 1994 


Vietnan 


1] Air Defence 

2] Galactic Enpire - The Mi 
; Final Frontier - Multip 
3 


NeverEnding Story - Add to t 
Quit to the Main Menu 


- Command the Air Forge of a Country, 
qty Enpires F 


19 t On. 
ayer Space Tra haa ae 


- War Game, Over 16’s Onl y Sorry, 
he 


Online Story! 


Please Nake Your Selection * & 


like. You'll probably spend the next 
few days working on all the files 
and menus to get them to look 
right, but that’s all part of the fun. 
6 Ask a friend to call the BBS. 
When they log on, pat yourself on 
the back. You're now a SysOp. 

7 Don't be afraid to ask the help of 
other SysOps. Many things you 


need to know aren’t written down 
and you'll need to ask. They've all 
been in your shoes at one time. 


Which package is for me? 
Choosing your BBS software is the 
tricky part. Bear in mind that if your 
BBS is successful you're going to 
be using the same software for 
some considerable 
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time, so considera- 
tions like how easy 
it is to get hold of 
and what it costs 
are not quite so 
important as they 
seem in the short 
term. What is 
important is that 
you get the right 
software for you 
and your forthcom- 
ing users. 

The three key 
sections of your 
BBS are the login 
procedure, mes- 


HARDWARE ISSUES 


Zz 


HES OF 
Ton ARE NOWIN 18 BRANCI 
3 


SPRINTER PRICE CRASH! 


FR EE | LOWER PRICES THAN EVER BEFORE ON QUALITY SEIKOSHA MODELS 
a 


SL-96 COLOUR | ” \uoge/ 
24-n 240ces BOcoumn 


FROM SILICA 
© DELIVERY 


On orders over £40,vaT 
next day - UK mainland. 


© HELPLINE Seikosha SL-96 INCLUDES 
Technical helplineduring 24 pin - Dot Matrix Mares 
office hours. 


240cps SDraft, 84cps LQ 
42K Printer Buffer 


2 Scalable Fonts + 
8 Bitmap Fonts 


e Parallel Interface 
@ Graphics 


CABLE 


Free parallel Centronics 
connection cable supplied 
with all printers. 


ACCESSORIES 


RIBBONS 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT 


SP-1900 Plus Resolution: 
Black Fabric- £5.46 - j 
Black Carbon - £8.64 - ss a 360 x 360 dpi sera 
$190/92/95/96 e Epson-LQ870 ieee WS 


Black Carbon - £8.99 - RIB 8292 
Black Fabric- £6.43 - RIB 8294 


SL95/96 
£11.25 - RIB 8298 


SPECIAL OFFER! 


AUTO SHEET FEEDER 
FOR SP1900PLUS 
SP2400 
SL90/92/95/96 
Autofeed up to 80 
single sheets without 


reloading. 


PRA 9092 


£25... £29 


“Opin 192crs = 24pin 240cps 
80coLuMN 80coLumN Seitoshasy.an, | | | 


ON-SITE WARRANTY | | ON-SITE WARRANTY FREE! > 
NEXT — 3% 


DAY 
DELIVERY 


Emulation Colour 
Function 2 2 SOS ae er 
e Colour Windows Driver as ae EE 
Standard 
e Colour Printing as Standard 
(Black Ribbon Optional) 
e Friction Feed/Push Tractor 
@ Optional Auto Sheet Feeder 


ON-SITE WARRANTY 
1 YR - ONLY £10+VAT - POS 8515 


Colour - 


CABLE 
& 
DELIVERY 


£130 OFF RRP NOW ONLY 
£ 26"',. VA 
FREE CABLE £8.47 


TOTAL VALUE: £257.47 > sl 4 49 


SAVING: £130.66 INC VAT - PRI 8314 
Wome FREE DELIVERY IN UK MAINLAND 


PC WINDOWS DRIVER 


INCLUDED AS STANDARD 


FREE! AMIGA 
PRINTER DRIVER 


For extra high quality output. Features include: 

© Definable Dither Routines © Up to 256 Shades of Grey 
© 16-point Colour Adjustment @ Enhanced Print Speeds 

‘@ Ink Compensation Correction @ Controls Printer Typefaces, 
@ Workbench 2/3 GUI 


PRINTER RRP £249.00 


Graphies/Paper Size, Margins 


Seikosha sp-1900 ptus 


| 
x | 
} 


© Seikosha 
SP-1900 Plus 


© Seikosha 


© 9-Pin Dot Matrix SL-90 Plus 

© 80 Column @ 24-Pin Dot Matrix 

© 192cps Draft, 48cps NLQ © 80 Column ay 

© 1K Printer Buffer + 2 Fonts [FREE CABLE / © 240cps SD, 192cps D, 84cps LQ a” 

© Parallel Interface © 20K Buffer + 9 Fonts [ ] 

© Graphics Resolution: 144 ‘ 72dpi Rite Price SAS) |e paral! interface FREE CABLE oti Price £129. 

Epson and IBM Emulation (Windows [£73 OFF RRP | Lhe ole © Graphics Resolution: 360 x 360dpi [£104 OFF RRP | Now ONLY 
porinatelg using eT EY a nae wits lle 537 Gada |e Epson L0850 Emulation a lie £92°? vc. 
included as standard in Windows 3.1. i @ Windows Driver as Standard : ; ‘ 

© Automatic Sheet Feeder Option Fae at AS BS 8 Semi-automatic Sheet Feeder Paper "am wuss £109 

© Auto Paper Load, Paper Parking SAVING: £73.21 INC VAT = PRI 8195 Parking, Optional Automatic CSF : INC VAT = PRI 

© FREE cable and delivery from Silica Ee EES EES | © FREE cable and delivery from Silica SILICA PRICE: “82.76 Par SIBEUVEHY 


FREE DELIVERY IN UK MAINLAND ONLY 


r 
To: Silica, STFOR-0395-220, Silica House, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4DX 


fe, © ESTABLISHED 17 YEARS; 
@\ _ THE SILICA rdememnceteet MAIL ORDER 0181-309 1111 ' 1 
* V ee ae PLUS TECHNICAL AND ; PLEASE SEND A FREE SEIKOSHA BROCHURE 
2 With over 200 staff - We are solid and reliable. Ouse, - 1 ! 
5° Before you decide WHEN to buy, we | © EXPERIENCED STAFF: ‘| FRA SMES Saracen At 
suggest you consider WHERE to buy | All fully rained in ‘Customer Care 1 
and protect your investment with a purchase from | @ TECHNICAL SUPPORT HELPLINE: 1 Surname ie 
Silica. With our unrivalled experience and expertise, | FREEhelp and advice from a team of experts I 
we will provide all the extra help, advice and new 4 Company semcain 1 
product information you may need both now and in the | © ee 1 em a 
future. Visit one of our stores, or retum this coupon All of your computer requirements from 1 
now and begin to experience the “Silica Service”. one supplier. ce Snorren | Address: = | 
© WE PRICE war 
4 On a “Same product - Same price” basis. WINNER] | " : 
est Software 
: La CATALOGUES. ae Delivery Service| | 1 
Mea ros or credit cards, cash, t eatioee ao | “t 
cheque or monthly terms > Harrods : 71-730 12% 
APR 23.8% - Ww st 2 ecente 01582 21201 1 : 
— © VOLUME DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE: rams 161- 
Business, Education and Government. = ! wor BORER sei a 
: Tel: 0181-308 0888. - A a caiasy \ 
iow IN 18 : Ma re ‘ 
spo » Tee ORLIVERY in UK mainland on odes B11 : 1 
aver £404VAT. Small administration charge FIELD __Deten 0114-256 9779 | | COMPUTER | | Tel (Work): .ncnnsennnnnnnnns 
D E B E A M S (€2.50+VAT) on orders under £403VAT. 2 = 0181-302 8811 re | } 
J © 22 STORES NATIONWIDE. SOUTHAMETO 01703 223888 | | joMinarion | | Which computer(s), if any, do you own? ! 
STORES NATIONWIDE “Min Stores cary a selected range only but products | SOUTHEND __ E 01702 462426 Best After | | 
pena can be ordered inthe stores va Mail Order * THURROCK rset L 01708 863587 | | sales Service 


FEATURE COMMS 


sage bases and file transfer areas. 
As you test out each package as a 
user see how they rate in your 
eyes. How easy is your first login? 
Does the system confuse you? Are 
the menus simple to follow? Is it 
easy to download files? Do you 
have to wait for long periods each 
time you access a new function? 
Questions like these will help you 
to build up a picture of the kind of 
software you want to run. 

In reality, most BBS packages 
cost between £40 and £60, so cost 
isn't much of an issue. The most 
important thing to look for in any 
BBS package is support. If the 
author produces upgrades to the 
program and listens to his users 
then you're on a good footing. 
Read our potted descriptions of 
each package and one should 
stand out as fulfilling your needs. 


Anxieties! 
You may be worried that no one 
will log on after you've gone to all 
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i ath Script file written by Frank Cher ton, 
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ll Like Octopus, RATSoft has a scripting language in 
which you can program just about anything. In this 
example, Frank Chariton has crafted a friendly logoff 
script. If your BBS system has a Scripting Janguage 
then you-can implement almost any feature 


3S inc 


includ 


SysOps are known 
for helping each 
other out, and 
you're bound to 
have questions. 
Give these a call. 


Dave Meaker and Martin 
Stacey at The 
Chameleon BBS 

Re: QBBS software and 


this trouble, but you're likely to be 
pleasantly surprised. There are a 
lot of Atari comms enthusiasts out 
there and they'll be interested in 
the ‘New BBS on the Block’. The 
most important thing initially is just 
to be there and to gradually collect 
files that enhance your appeal. You 
may want to specialise or be a gen- 
eral interest BBS — it’s up to you. 
You can also get involved 
with network mailing and chat with 
Atari users all over the 
world. This will attract 
users who want to take 
advantage of your mail 
link — just leave a few 
messages in networked 
bases and people will 
soon know of your exis- 
tence. One word of 
warning, however, 
don't overdo it with the 
adverts. People’s gen- 
uine interest can quickly 
turn to annoyance if, 
everywhere they turn 
there is a 200 line 
advert for your BBS! 


(Retural to Continue 


networking files. 

The Chameleon BBS 

@ 01454 881095 
Internet: 
<messy@walusoft.cen- 


tron.com> 


Daron Brewood 
Re: NeST and AtariNET 
networking. 


Internet: 


co.uk> 


Software 


90:90/0.0 Internet: 


<dbrewood@nest.demon. 


Kevin Osborne at 
The Fortress BBS 
Re: Octopus BBS 


The Fortress BBS 
= 0181 244 9825 


<Kevin.Osborne@fortress 
-mettav.exnet.com> 


Steve Hughey 

Re: RATSoft/ST 

P.O. Box391 

Alta Loma, CA 91701 
BBS: t 001 909 481 
1927 (from the UK) 

UK Support BBS: Ad.Lib 
= 0191 370 2659 
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1B It's Important to keep message base size_under control. when. running a BRS. if 
you fet the messages pile up without deteting the old ones then your drive will soon 
be full to overflowing. Often your mail tossing program will be able to. compress 
your message areas but RATSoft goes one better with its-own system. 


Networked mailing 

An increasingly important part of 
any BBS is connection to one or 
more of the message networks — 
national, European, worldwide or 
just a link with your best mate. The 
major networks for Atari interest 
are NeST, AtariNET, FishNET and, 
of course, the fast emerging 
SausageNET. These networks are 
all run by the users — that’s you if 
you join. You may be the end link 
in a chain, or you may be a mail 


hub, supplying mail for other BBSs. 


NeST and AtariNET are two closely 
linked networks covering broadly 
the same topics. NeST has its 
emphasis in Northern Europe 
whilst AtariNET has its emphasis in 
the USA. Don’t be surprised to see 
messages on AtariNET from Atari 
HQ in Sunnyvale! FishNET and 
SausageNET are more relaxed UK 
networks where the emphasis is on 
light-hearted chat. Youll find the 
ST FORMAT message echo on the 
FishNET if you want to join in the 
chat with us. 
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Many BBSs carry the software 
you'll need to join these networks, 
and most SysOps will do their level 
best to help you out. Once you've 
set up for one, it’s simple to add 
others - you merely add the extra 
details to your configuration files. 
To join these networks you need 
the following software, all of which 
is carried by The Chameleon BBS. 

A BBS software package capable 
of carrying FIDO-style message 
bases. RATSoft, QBBS or Octopus 
are all fine. 

A front end program to intercept 
mail or BBS calls and make outgo- 
ing calls: BinkleyTerm ST is free, 
well tried and tested, and is the 
only real option for RATSoft users. 
Semper is shareware and features 
a GEM interface and loads of fea- 
tures. It’s worth registering, at £25. 

A mail program to decompact 
and install messages as well as 
pack the new ones. /OS is free and 
does the job well enough but is 
slow and difficult to set up. Jetmail, 
the shareware option, is fast, effi- 


cient and brimming with clever 


tricks. It's around £30, depending 
on the current exchange rate. 

A message reader to enable full 
SysOp access to each base. LEDis 
the only option - it's readily avail- 
able with no key money to pay. 

A nodelist compiler. Nodelists 
tell you the location, in mailing 
terms, of every other BBS in the 
Network. Without them, your 
mailing software would explode. 
As new BBSs join, possibly 


BTNC adds the new information in 
to your setup and readies the sys- 
tem for mailing to the new nodes. 


yours, new nodelists are sent out. 


BTNC comes with most networked 
mail packages, and will compile the 
nodelists you receive ready for use 
by BinkleyTerm and your BBS. 
You'll also need to apply for a 
node number for each network you 
join. Get in touch with a SysOp of a 
BBS carrying the networks you 
need and he/she will put you in 
touch with the network co-ordina- 
tor. Daron Brewood co-ordinates 
NeST in the UK, and can help with 
AtariNET node numbers. Dave 
Meaker is co-ordinator for FishNET. 
Networking involves a lot of 
set-up work and a fair amount of 


cash registering the programs you 
use, but it is rewarding. Your mail 
is packed automatically during the 
night and scheduled events see 
that all the message transfers are 
done before you wake up in the 
morning. And your users will love 
you for it! 


Setting up a BBS costs a few quid, 
and takes a lot of time, but users 
do take the time to thank you and 
as you see your BBS expand, it's 
very hard to resist feeling proud 
that you created it. stf 


If you buy the package it’s around £55 depend- 
ing on the exchange rate. There are plans for a 
UK support site to deal with registrations. 


RATSoft/ST 

RATSoft has been around for a few years now. 
It has a more structured environment than Octo- 
pus, while still employing a scripting language 
to give you, as SysOp, freedom to expand and 
customise. You can be up and running with 
RATSoft 20 minutes after opening the box, but 

i ht take you weeks to get it looking and 
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@ in any BBS program you'll need to set up different 
user levels to control access to sections of the BBS, 
particularly new users. ProBBSS gives you this user 
config program. Loads of options to configure here... 


Coufguaion Editor» = 


RATSOLST 
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@ Some basic parameters for RATSoft can be set with 
this easy-to-use GEM program. Programs like this take 
a lot of the guessing out of BBS configuration because 
they write the data-file for you. 


feeling “just right”. Features include an on- 
spell-checker, advanced file batch-mark faci 
ties, on-line humorous banners and a host of 
other features designed to make your users feel 
at home. There are GEM ‘ed programs for a 
plethora of extra functions, including one to 
find ‘orphaned’ files and another to apply a user 


mask to a predefined group of users. 


The details: written and developed in California 
by Steve Hughey of Rodent Labs Software. 
There’s no demo version available, but one is 
promised and may be available later in the year 
so if you want to see RATSoft in action you’re 
limited to logging on to the growing number 
RATSoft BBSs or iting a RATSoft SysOp and 
seeing how the package works first hand. RAT- 


Soft 2.1a is commercial, rather than shareware, 
and with full printed manual costs about £50. 


ProBBS 

ProBBS is now PD because it’s no longer sup- 
ported, which means that it’s a good package to 
start with because you can just download it, 
with nothing to pay. Installation requires a front 
end mailer such as BinkleyTerm and a command 
line interpreter such as TOMShell to run the 
BBS from. You may find it a little tough to set 
up, but it is a viable BBS system and well worth 
considering if cash is a problem. 


The details: ProBBS, which is a fully featured 
BBS system, is freeware. You can download it 
from I'll Try That Once BBS on t 01483 765378, 
SysOp, Mark Taylor. The file is called 
PROBBS18.ZIP. 
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OPERATORS 


Bored with TOS? Fancy a snazzy multitasking 
alternative, but confused about which new 
operating system to choose? Peter Crush puts 
Geneva and MagiC to the test... 


All computers need an operating system, so they 

_ Can, er... operate. The operating system provides a 

_ basic environment which runs programs, copi 
files, controls disk operations and peripheral 
devices, and does all the other things computers 
need to do. ; 

i Although the very first STs had to load this 
operating system from disk like most other 

_ machines, soon TOS was provided on a chip inside, 

SO as soon as you switched on you were ready to 


go, with no time or memory lost in loading the 


operating system. New and better versions of TOS 
have been released for the ST over the years, the 
latest being v2.06, and TOS 4 for the Falcon. To 
install these you need to open up your machine and 
replace the chips - this is best done professionally 
unless you're really competent. But the recent rush 
of brand new software-based operating systems 
just goes to show how things go round in circles. 
Instead of being on chips they’re loaded from disk. 


e honest, when you 
switch on your ST you 
probably don’t consider 


its operating system, do you? But 
it's crucial to the way your ST 
works, and it's one of the fields in 
which an enormous amount of 
improvement has recently been 
made. All STs need an operating 
system just to get them running - 
take a look at the panel below to 
see exactly what else an operating 
system does. 

With most makes of com- 
puter the operating system has to 
be loaded in from disk before you 
can do anything but, luckily for ST 
owners, The Operating System 
(TOS) is present in the machine’s 
chips and is ready straight away. 
TOS is perfectly sufficient for most 
ST users, but it’s getting on a bit 
now, and although Atari have 
updated it, your ST or Falcon has 
potential for greater things if 
equipped with a newer, more capa- 
ble operating system. 

You can now replace your 
ST's operating system without 
resorting to open heart surgery on 
your ST’s internal hardware. Two 
replacement operating systems, 
Geneva and MagiC, have been 
released and are purely software- 
based, loading into memory like 
any other program. They enable 
you to run your existing software 
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THE HEAD TO HEAD TESTS 


System requirements 

Will your new operating system work on your 
setup? For example, MagiC and Geneva both 
require a double-sided floppy drive system as a 
minimum, so check out what's needed to make 
sure you're not going to be disappointed. 


PO HAGKDESK File Vien sort iti! ——*« 
ted 


as) 
Install Drive 


Drive Letter: |. 


a 


Change 


(iesove 7] Cancer 


@ MagiC theoretically runs on any ST, STE or TT but 
needs a 2MByte system to multitask. It runs in all 
resolutions, and a hard drive is recommended. MagiC 
takes up 300K of RAM 
when resident. 


eneva_ File Options 


AT ask sie 
| File Options | 


GENEVA 
XIngcopy 
° TASKMAN 


@ Geneva runs in all 
resolutions on any ST, 
STE or TT, and functions 
on the Falcon too 
(unlike MagiC). It works 
on 512K machines, but 
at least 1MByte and a hard drive would be sensible. 
Geneva takes only 160K of RAM when resident. 
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Setting up 

How easy is it to install your alternative operat- 
ing system? Do you need to have much technical 
expertise or understanding of programming? 
Thankfully, no. 


MagiC 2.81 - Installation] 


Serial number: 8397919187 


Hane: Peter Crush 


Address 


ST mediun 
TT_nediun 
GiHIT 


ST low 
TT low 
DIEIF 


Resolution: 


Drive: ALB 


Scrap + Ci\CLIPBRD. 
ACCS 
APPS 
AUTO 


AUTO folder location 


Choose the Drives to 
Use During Installation 


Source Drive: 


(el 


Destination Drive: 


faster and at the same time. 


Compatibility 

Any problems? Older ST programs were written 
before multitasking was out, and may only run 
in single mode, but most newer software works 
without problems. 


@ Using MagiC we found that 1st Word Plus, Calamus 
1.09, Protext and other notable programs w 
‘multitasking 
friendly’. The 
solutions can be 
either patch 
programs or 
dropping into 
single-tasking 
mode. 


Fastload: 


Compatibility : 

Smart Redraw: 

Grow- and Shrinkboxes: 
Wait after TOS prograns 
Menus: 
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Development 


logicware 
Chrinian Niber & U8 Rang 


Hyonenation @otiver usieners 1992 
Speticnecke-Sgoisronsenset 
Sh’ tesnefation bg Nati Hogs 


@ Geneva is generally stable and handles just about 
anything thrown at it. A ‘problem’ program is Papyrus, 
but three cheers for HiSoft, who've just released a 
Geneva-compatible upgrade of our favourite DTP prog. 


MULTITASKING HEAD TO coer 


Geneva 


Multitasking Application 
Environment 
by Dan Huts 
copurignt @ 1990 arapnie soetuare 


memory can be freed up by 
‘deleting’ programs. MagiC 
comes with its own desktop, 
although something like Ease or 
NeoDesk is recommended to 
extract the optimum power. 
Despite the fact that MagiC is 
incompatible with some ST pro- 
grams it offers a great deal, 
especially with the recent arrival 
of Ease. MagiC, which or 

from Germany, was released mid- 
1994. It’s fully translated into 
English, and its UK distributors 
are Systems Solutions. 


MagiC 


HagiC v82.81 von 84,83,1994 


Magicoesn ve.e3 


@ We may have 
opted out of the 
European Social 
Chapter, but we 

still appear to 
observe the Geneva 
Convention. 


ALL Rights Reserved. 


Release 683 Dec 31 1993 


Registered fori 
Peter Crush 


A total operating system replace- 900061387 


ment written in 100 per cent 
machine code for optimum 
speed, MagiC completely over- 
writes TOS for fast pre-emptive 
multitasking. It uses ‘time slic- 
ing’, which means it assigns the 
ST to the largest processing job 
while you can still operate other 
programs. MagiC runs on all 
standard ST, STE and TT models, 
but not on the Falcon, and you'll 
need 2MBytes of RAM to run it 
to its best advantage. Auto 
folder programs and other soft- 
ware load as normal once MagiC 
installed. Any application can 
be interrupted to reveal the man- 
ager screen, which shows you epee e 
the exact memory usage of every 
program currently running, and 


Geneva, which runs on any ST, 
STE, TT or Falcon, is a serious 
contender as far as multitasking 
operating systems go. Supplying 
a replacement version of the ST’s incompatible 
AES (Application Environment program, you 
Services), it controls windows, can ply exit Geneva and 
dialog boxes and menus, but return to the ST’s standard GEM 
doesn’t replace the part of GEM Desktop, and the program can be 
that displays the Desktop icons loaded from there. To use 

you're used to. Geneva runs both Geneva effectively, at least 

GEM programs and those that 1MByte of RAM is required, a ~ 
are MultiTOS-compatible, and hard drive is useful, and alterna- 
enables most TOS programs to tive Desktops such as NeoDesk 
be run, and you can have up to can be used to advantage. 

256 GEM windows open at once. Released here in early-1994, 
Geneva utilises ‘co-operative’ Geneva originates from Gri 
multitasking rather than the ‘pre- Software, USA, and was written 
by Dan Wilga of NeoDesk fame. 
It comes complete with technical 
support from Compo. 


emptive’ type 
used by MagiC. 
If you use an 


Use, cuptication, rentat, or sate 


cay prompateas 


© 91-94 by Andreas Kronke, 
Sven & Wilfried Behne 
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@ MagiC, as used by David Copperfield to fly 
around Earls Court. Or something. 


Multiwhat? 

If you're used to simply running 
one program at a time, the thought 
of ‘multitasking’ might be alien at 
first. To illustrate the potential 
power of multitasking, consider 
this scenario. While you write away 
with your word processing pro- 
gram, your desktop publishing pro- 
gram prints several documents, 


and you simultaneously convert 
some image files into a new format 
using ImageCopy 3. And while all 
this is going on, your modem could 
be on-line, downloading stuff from 
your favourite bulletin board. 

Each program runs concur- 
rently, but you can switch between 
them at will. Of course, to do as 
much as in this example you'd 


need loads of RAM - although each 
program is sharing the processor's 
time, they all need their usual 
amount of memory. If you use your 
ST for lots of different ‘serious’ 
applications, and you consider 
yourself a power user, then a multi- 
tasking operating system is just 
what you've been waiting for. But 
which one? 


The jury's back in 

Take a look at the head to head 
tests to see how Geneva and 
MagiC compare on a feature by 
feature basis. Both of the con- 
tenders are impressive. MagiC is 
fast and slick, but until a Falcon 
version appears it’s only usable on 
STs and TTs. Meanwhile, Geneva 
already runs on the whole Atari 


peeeeeeeeooeee 


CHOOSCHSHHOHOHSHSEHSHHSOSHSHSHHSSOOHSHESHSHEEO 


For best results from the operating system you 
need a suitable desktop, so forget the ST’s stan- 
dard Desktop - it can’t be used for multitasking. 


Just what can these new operating systems do? 
What kind of power and facilities do they add to 
your ST? 


@ MagiC can run up to 16 programs simultaneously, 
memory permitting. However, this includes six Desk 
Accessories 
(DAs), leaving 
‘only’ ten other 


Do you like life in the fast lane? After all, one of 
the reasons for buying a multitasking operating 
system is to be able to work faster. 


& MagiC impresses with 
its zippiness. It actually 
runs most ST software 
faster than standard TOS, 
even if it’s multitasking. A 


a CONTROL PANEL 


[_ options | 
PES rit ets 


Magic Tineslice 


CPX Desk Accessory, Fastload: programs. If you 
which is provided with it, Conpatlbilita 2 like, you can 2-00 par eam 
| tS gives you control over Grow aad Shrinkboxes? have up to 64 Shey 5 BIL ae eee 
Loft time-slicing. Wait after TOS prograns windows open 
Menus: at once. 


MagiC 02,01 - 04,03,1994 


Application to Open 


env |] A: \%.4PRG, APP, GTP, EXE, TOS, [all 


@ MagiC comes with MagxDesk, which isn’t bad when 
you considering the fact that it’s free and is simi 
features and power to TOS 2.06’s Desktop. But your 
best bet is Ease, which is specially programmed to 


Geneva File Options 


IMGC3CD PRO work perfectly with MagiC. 
IMGC3CD .PRG 
TASKMAH . ACC Resolution ™@ Geneva needs 
palette NeoDesk 3.04 to 
run to its full 
multitasking 


ability, although 
it can be used 
without a desktop 
if memory or 
money is tight. 
Your best bet is 
to use NeoDesk 4, 
which really 
complements it 
beautifully. 


Outer Box 
3D Button 
Exit Button 
Other 


Registered for: 
Peter Crush 
#980014682 


1 Geneva supports up to 256 windows and places no 
limit on the number of programs running together, 
RAM permitting. The usual limit of six DAs vanishes - 
you can load as many as you wish and at any time. 


@ Geneva doesn’t claim to be such a speed merchant, 
and gives you no control over this, but you shouldn’t 

notice much difference in the speed of your software, 
although it’s actually running slightly slower. 
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Although both MagiC and 
Geneva come with their own 
desktops, you'll get much more 
from them if you run them with 
the commercial desktops 
designed to complement them. 


Ease (complements MagiC) 
Price: £49.95 


AND EASE 


Watch out for a full review of 
Ease next month. 


NeoDesk 4 
(complements Geneva) 
Price: £59 

(upgrade from v3 £25) 
From: Compo Software 
B 01487 773582 


MultiTOS is Atari’s own soft- 
ware-based replacement operat- 
ing system for their Motorola 
68030-based machines (which 
means the Falcon and the TT). 
MultiTOS differs from other 
multitasking software because 
it actually runs all tasks at once 
using high speed switching 


processor called ‘memory pro- 
tection’, which enables several 
programs to run concurrently 
without interfering with each 
other, so that if one crashes the 
rest of the system continues 
without problems. Machines 

h older processors (68000, 
68010 and 68020) don’t have 


between them (others normally 
let you work on the top applica- 
tion while the bottom one 


built-in memory protection, so 
running MultiTOS on an STFM or 
STE is a slight gamble with 


Reviewed and rated: 
STF 64, 90% 


From: System Solutions 
= 01753 832212 


page 


> 


range of computers and although it 
isn’t as fast as MagiC it takes up 
less RAM, making it usable on the 
humblest setup. 

A new release of Geneva is 
expected soon, together with an 
update for NeoDesk 4, while Sys- 
tem Solutions have just released 
Ease, the desktop designed to run 
with MagiC (we'll have a full 
review next month). 

Multitasking can open up new 


@ You don’t need 
two pairs of hands 
any more ~ MultiTOS 
can do many ST jobs 
simultaneously. 


freezes). MultiTOS’ 


some software. 


‘adaptive prioritisa- 


tion’ makes multitask 
operations more e 


cient, and it’s also 
been written to take 
advantage of a fea- 
ture of the 68030 


FEATURES COMPARISON TABLE 


horizons for both you and your ST. Operating system Magic Geneva 

Until you try it for yourself it’s diffi- 

cult to appreciate the sheer conve- System requirements 2MByte ST/STE/TT ADED: IMByte ST/STE/TT/Falcon EARS, 
nience and power of these Setting up Easy enough tok ke Pretty easy ahh 
operating systems. Read the in- Documentation Satisfactory tok Good tok kk 
depth reviews of both products for Good parwors Good porerers 
more info, but make Sure you Very fast tok tok Fast enough tO 
check the compatibility of your 

existing programs with System Powerful tok Very powerful De et aed 
Solutions and Compo before you MagxDesk included tok Can work without tk 
plump for either. It could be the Enough ik More tok 
best sixty quid you'll ever spend File Selectors Uninspiring +h Exciting FO 
on your ST setup. stf Ease of use Very toh Extremely toktok 
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THE HEAD TO HEAD TESTS (CONTINUED) 


It's not just raw power that counts; all those 
other little refinements make a difference too. 


‘New HOUSE KAO 5548 tutes 


Centred 
Terminate 


cur-up: prev | 


pace: O&K | FL Freeze | 
urcdat next | Return: Seitch | Ur 


Uafresze | 


@ MagiC can access this Manager Screen at any 

time by pressing the [Alternate] [Control] [Esc] key 
combination, so if a program has locked up or there's 
a dialog on screen you're still in control. 


Outer Box 
3D Button 
Exit Button 
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@ Geneva has many bella and whistles, like this jingly, 
Window-appearance adjustment thingy. You can enjoy 
many a long hour playing around with them. 
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File selecting i is an important matter when 
you're into serious ST use, and each operating 
system comes with its own new version. What 
are they like? 


Tun progran sinul taneously: Bence He 
patty = selector is basic. It 


AL\¥. PRG, ®, APP. does the job, but 

FILE: it's no improvement 
OEE. PRG, *. APPIN over Atari’s TOS 
1.4 item selector. 
You can’t replace it 
with UIS 3, but 
luckily Ease comes 
with a much better 
_ selector. 


Hold Shift to set, Control to add 
earn: [Bs \GRABS\¥, #____ 


7336 18.84 
7786 18,04 
3581 


3003 ap 35 
2083 18.01.95 i 


ossse evres 


®& Geneva's file selector is excellent — it’s as 
good as U/S 3, if not better in many ways. 

For example, it enables multiple selections so 
that a number of files/programs can be loaded 


riieaalirieas; a 2 auality sadly lacking into today’s 
harsh new world. And as if to restore your faith 
in human goodness, along come MagiC and 
Geneva. Ain't that great? 


@ MagiC provides a familiar work environment, but 
with the added bonus of multitasking. Some extra 
non-GEM utility programs supplied with MagiC aren't 
quite as user-friendly though. 


Geneva File Options 
Help Viewer: GENEUA.HLP 


Any progran can be run fron Geneva's oxn Executive Menu, using the “Ope 
option under the "File" menu, or fron the sinilar menu in the 
‘Task Manager, 


of running prograns. 
eos ith any other currently 
B currently topped -- tl 


File _ Opt, 
The top section will always List TES Pt tad 
SHVAHELP ine ~~ will have 2 


|, Xingcopy 
Hingcon sa list of installed 


* XIngcop 


Gpening the "Desk" menu will sho 


running GEM applications, The apa 
one that controls the nain GEM n 
checknark next to its nane, Bel 
desk accessories. 


An application that is running in single-tasking node is listed in 
snall type in the "Desk" nenu; applications and accessories that are 
Sleeping are listed in italic type. A single click on the nane will brii 
an application back to life. 


@ Geneva has the advantage of inbuilt on-line 
hypertext help, which can be displayed on screen 
when required, It's even easier to use with NeoDesk 4, 


e 
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a DETAILS 


SILICA AR 


DEBE 
cL FO Great offers on a selected range of software, 
TTOM_PAN! peripherals and accessories. Plus, if you are thinking of 
upgrading to a Falcon, these are the lowest prices ever seen from Silica! 


14" HIGH RES MONO MONITOR 
FOR THE ATARI ST & FALCON 


ATATUNG 


SEE BO 


12" GREYSCALE MON! 
FOR THE ATARI ST & FALCON 


‘© 12" GREYSCALE MONITOR 
INLIMITED SHADES OF GREY 
‘© RESOLUTIONS 
‘ST-FM & ST-E 
LOW (320 x 200) 
MEDIUM (640 x 200) MEDIUM (640 x 200) 
HIGH (640 x 400) WITH TRUE COLOUR (440 x 400) 
FREE SOFTWARE INCLUDED 


TEREO SPEAKERS BUILT-IN 
(OLUME, BRIGHTNESS, CONTRAST CONTROLS 
@ TILT & SWIVEL BASE AVAILABLE 


SAVE £20! séq 


Requires cable - £9.95 each 
Atari ST/FM - ref: CAB 5912 
Atari ST-E/Falcon ref: CAB 5920 
The Falcon requires an extra 
adaptor ret: CAB 5772 - £9 


© 14" HI-RESOLUTION MONO MONITOR 

© WORKS IN ST HI-RES MODE (640X400) WITH 
ATARI ST AND FALCON RANGES 

© STEREO SOUND AVAILABLE THROUGH 
OPTIONAL SCREENBEAT SPEAKERS 
(REF: SPK 7260 - SILICA PRICE: £14.99) 

@ VLMF LOW RADIATION @ SMALL FOOTPRINT 

@ SUPPLIED WITH TILT & SWIVEL BASE 

@ EASY ACCESS TO CONTROLS 

®@ INCLUDES CABLE FOR ATARI ST-E - THE 
FALCON REQUIRES AN EXTRA ADAPTOR 
REF: CAB 5772 -£9 


oven £20! 
Previously p48" 


ST SOFTWARE + PERIPHERAL OFFERS! 


PREV PRICE OFFER PRICE 
LAAO900 DRUM UNIT - ATARI SL804 LASER 
Replacement drum unit. Lasts approx. 8/9000 copies. EpSs6r £139.00 


FALCON 
LOW (320 x 200) 


INC VAT - MON 3144 INC VAT - MON 3012 


FALCON 


System Architecture: 
© CPU: Motorola 68030 operating at 16uiz 
© BUS: 32-bit data; 32-bit address 

© FPU: Optional Motorola 6881/2 - 16uz 
‘© RAM: 1, 4, 14u» configurations 

© ROM: 512k 


Digital Signal Processor: 

‘© Motorola 56001 DSP running at 3242 
© 16MIPS performance at 32uix 

© 32K 16-bit Static RAM 


Interfaces, Ports & Expansion Slots: 
© Internal direct processor slot 
© SCSI-2 Port with Direct Memory Access 
@ High-speed LocalTalk/AppleTalk 
compatible LAN port 
‘© Connector for VGA, composite video, RF 
iG (cable supplied), or broadcast analogue 
GB (monitor output 
Tequires adaptor) - IF 
see below" a 
© Bi-directional 
parallel 
printer 
port 


© Cartridge port (128K), 
MIDI-IN/ MIDI - OUT 
‘© Stereo mic. input/Stereo audio out-35mm 
‘© Two 9-pin joystick connectors 
‘© Two 15-pin enhanced digital/analog 
connectors 
Data Storage: 
© 1,44vo Floppy Disk Drive 
© Internal IDE Hard Drive Option 
(127 or 209 HO versions available) 
© MS-DOS format compatibility 
Graphics: 
® VGA: 640 x 480 256 colour 


© True colour 16-bit mode: display up to 
65,536 colours from a 262,144 palette 


© Accepts ext. video sync signal for 
genlocking - up to 65,536 possible 
Colours from a palette of 262.144 


‘© Hardware-assisted horizontal fine scrolling 
© BLITTER graphics processor 


Sound: 
© Eight 16-bit digital audio DMA record and 
playback channels (up to 50k sampling) 


‘© Stereo 16-bit OMA input & output 
‘© SDMA sound/DMA co-processor 


System Software: 
‘© Multiple window user interface with icons 
and dropdown menus 


‘@ Icon-based graphics user interface with 
self-explanatory command functions 


© Multi-tasking operating system with 


inter-process communication (MultiTOS) 
© On-line help 


© NewDesk desktop and extensible-contro! 
panel allows customisation 


‘ue RAM Owe HD 4am RAM Quo HD 


FROM 
ONLY 


£399! 


INCREDIBLE POWER 

At the centre of the Falcon 030 lie 
two powerful hearts: the super fast 
68030 processor which runs 4 
million instructions per second and 
the Motorola DSP 5601 processor. 
Working together, they give 
processing speeds up to 10 times 
quicker than any other multimedia 
system at a comparable price. The 
Falcon 030 also boasts an 
impressive array of interfaces for 
linking peripherals. 


THE IMPACT OF COLOUR 

The Falcon 030 produces images 
indistinguishable from a real picture 
displayed on your TV. Every pixel 
on screen can be shown in a 
different colour and 65,536 colours 
can be displayed at once, from a 
palette of 262,144, producing a true 
colour display of the highest quality. 


SUPERB VIDEO 

The Falcon can be used to 
create special effects, overlay 
pictures, lighten any that are too 
dark, even get rid of the unfocussed 
bits. Video editing and special 
effect, techniques are both easy 
and affordable. 


CD QUALITY AUDIO 
The Falcon 030 comes complete 
with a stereo input into which can 


4uv RAM 127s HD 4u RAM 200u HD 


MONITOR 
OPTIONAL 


be plugged a _ microphone, 
Walkman, or a hi-fi system. 10 
reproduce the sound, a convertor 
mixes the eight 16-bit channels, 
then outputs crystal clear stereo 
sound at a sampling frequency of 
up to 50khz, better than CD quality. 
The Digital Signal Processor with 
direct-to-disk capability, means that 
the Falcon can store sound 
samples, including the human 
voice, on hard disk and play them 
back in real time. 

e 

2 PROCESSORS 

Motorola 68030, 16mHz, 32-bit Processor 
+ Unique 32mz DSP (oigital Signal Processor) 

e 
CD QUALITY STEREO SOUND 
8 x 16-bit Digital Audio DMA Channels 
Stereo 16-bit DMA Audio Input/Output 

e 


BRILLIANT GRAPHICS LIKE 
REAL PICTURES ON TV 
VGA Graphics & 16-bit Colour, 

640 x 480 in 256 Colours 
° 
FULL RANGE OF INTERFACES 
SCSI-2, LAN & MIDI Interfaces 


14ue RAM Ow» HD 14m RAM 200.» HD 


Convler chi Dra spose avon eet Sseet £19.95 
Shab Oe eae ROM INT. UPGRADE -$T E3300 £34.95 
Perel Tos 2 Dope ie hel tckor Oeacea ttre a omuietors P9RGE £49.95 
eee 652 ALEX: MULTITR, controllable. 4-track to hard drive. £29350 £199.00 
Soto e Men a functions through graphic interface. E860 £69.00 
Mose proceninack wi Naar SN Umer2& Mouse Mat. SO49-010 £349.00 
A SHPTE EDU oreMonton Mesa Mle ie codes in alfomats P88: £499.00 
SSE4632 EMAGIC SEAT Oe iteyctath £293-60 £199.00 
Conmuncaiors pavkane.hiopaise AeCvondae Krevens FSS £2.60 
peas HYPER CHART Takes info direct from existing data. e400 £9.95 
rae P29 uoMpaine EeMLone me ereb nierace  SBKES £9.95 
a (1222 TECHNOROX DRAFTER! 400 pixel resolution. 48585. £29.95 
Par turant SPARC ogee entooen ine. al commends. "9-00 £2.50 
NOT 

ounsin boa lor Faken Oo Manraetooro Tae SASS £30.05 
Hohe 0” Raradek Wise owe sar Fainane E1885 £44.95 

© CREDIT 

CARD SIZE 
INC VAT - XXX 1800 


CALCULATORS |° pOCKEY 


© Large 8 character LCD aisplay 


© Up to 32 steps can be 
retraced and recontrolled 
INC VAT -XXxx 1920 


© Durable folding case 


@ ESTABLISHED 17 YEARS: 
We have @ proven track record in professional 
computer sales. 
PART OF A £50M A YEAR COMPANY: 
With over 300 staff - We are solid and reliable. 


THE SILICA 


SERVICE 


Before you decide WHEN to buy, we 


MAIL 


BRISTOL 


OFFICIAL 
ATARI MOUSE 


Quality 2 button 


mouse 


© Official Atari model 
@ Fully ST + Falcon 


Compatible 


Previously goa £19: 99 


R 0181-309 1111 


PLUS TECHNICAL AND HEAD OFFICE 
Sica, Sica House, HATHERLEY Roao, Siocup, Kent, DA14 4DX 


LUS BRANCHES AT: 
St Barton 0117-929 1021 


EXPERIENCED STAFF: 
suggest you consider WHERE to buy | All fully trained in ‘Customer Gare’ 
and protect your investment with a purchase from 
Silica. With our unrivalled experience and expertise, 


we will provide all the extra help, advice and new 


* CARDIFF 
CHELMSFORD 


EE id 
FREE help and advice from a team of experts. | Ce avn 


01222 341576 
o 4 
voor! 11-31 North End 0181-688 4455 


product information you may need both now and in the RANGE: 
All of your computer requirements from 


vont, 97 Argyle Strest_ 0141-221 0088 


future. Visit one of our stores, or return this coupon 4 
“sitca Service one supplier. 


01483 301300 


now and begin to experience the “Silica Service’. at 
© WE PRICE HARROW 


Debenhams. (2edFoxd, Station Road 0181-427 4300 


MATCH: 
On a "Same product - Same price” basis. HULL 


Debenhams- (ndfeod. Prospect Street_ 01482 25151 


Debenhams -(2nd Foor Westgate Street_ 01473 221313 


® IPSWICH 
E LONDON 


Silica ~ 52 Tottenham Court Road 0171-580 4000 


LONDON E 


Debenhams | face 334 Oxford St__0171-580 3000 


LUTON 


Debenhams -(tstfoxd. Amdale Centre 01582 21201 


ICHESTER 


Debenhams (a Roce, Market Street_ 0161-832 8666 


Business, Education and Governmett PLYMOUTH 


Debenhams - (rd Feet Royal Parade 01752 266666 


Tel: 0181-308 0888. ROMFORD 


Debenhams 01708 766066 


NOW IN 18 
BRANCHES OF 


© MAIL ORDER: SHEFFIELD 


Debenhams - (xt fone) The Moor 0114-276 8611 


FREE DELIVERY in UK mainland on orders 


€40sVAT. Small administration charge |" SHEFFIELD 


SIDCUP 


Debenhams 


Ohe 
Silica yRd_0181-302 8811 


VAT) on orders under £40+VAT. 


DEBE OM 2 | + em mao 


SOUTHAMPTON 


Debenhams - 01703 2238: 


SOUTHEND 


LY STORES NATIONY "Mini Stores carry a selected renge only but products 


01702 462426 


188001 can be ordered in the stores via Mail Order * THURROCK 


01708 863587 


INC VAT - MOU 5000 


------------4 


r 
To: Silica, STFOR-0395-226, Silica House, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 40x 
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pon for the latest information 


ow, it’s not often that Clive 
Rl gets excited about a new 

piece of software, but that’s 
what he said about APEX media in last 
month’s ProTOS show report. 
Although the Falcon is capable of 
graphical miracles in comparison to 
the ST, so far it’s lacked the software 
to exploit its abilities. Until now. 

APEX is an animation package in 

that it enables you to string together 
a sequence of images in fast succes- 
sion to create the illusion of move- 
ment, but there’s much more to it 
than that. It’s also an art package (it 
can draw or alter frames), it’s a mor- 
phing package (for those extra visual 
effects and movements that can’t be 
easily drawn), and it’s a digitiser (it 
can transfer video sequences to disk). 
All of these utilities are included in 


The quiet, peaceful cottage from which the 
| subtle, artistic tomes of the mag originate. 


30; ST FORMAT ISSUE 68 


REVIEW GRAPHICS PACKAGE 


pyr 


the one application, accessible at the 
click of an on-screen button. 


Load it up 
The first thing you notice about APEX 
is that it doesn’t use TOS, let alone 
GEM. Rather than being a problem, 
this enables it to increase the Falcon’s 
performance no end, because it 
doesn’t have to bother with restrictive 
and unnecessary processes. As a result 
APEX is the only package on the Fal- 
con that can handle true-colour, 24- 
bit images (most other packages can 
only work with 15-bit images maxi- 
mum). And it can work with these 
images at much greater speeds, dis- 
playing and calculating with an 
almost embarrassing rapidity. Even at 
resolutions like 768x512, true-colour 
images flick past with the ease of a 
deity. APEX is also perfectly 
happy using images with less 
colours, dealing with everything 
down to monochrome. 


In fact, the APEX system has a grace all 
of its own — it’s easier to use, prettier 
and more flexible than anything that 
uses the standard TOS/GEM combina- 
tions. But that’s just the beginning of 
its abilities... 


How it works 
Whereas other art 
packages restrict the 
size of the picture 
you're editing to the 
physical size of your 
screen, and the reso- 
lution to that of the 
current screen mode, 
APEX works with a vir- 
tual screen of larger 
dimensions than the 
screen image. This 
means you can edit images of a much 
greater size, scrolling around them 
instead of viewing them in their 
entirety at once. APEX media is split up 
into eight sections: drawing tools, cell 
manipulation tools, a 
colour workstation, a 
video system, non-linear 
drawing tools, image fil- 
ters, distortion systems 
and a text system. 
Though these are in sep- 
arate tool palettes, they 
are designed to be used 
together — the simple 


Then Titan Designs sent us APEX media to 


review, and things started to get weird. 


“The simple access 
system enables 
you to mix and 
match effects and 
techniques easily” 


™ Of course, Apex gives you the 
chance to work with those big 
true-colour images that've been 
clu jing up your hard drive. 


access system enables you to mix and 
match effects and techniques easily, 
without having to continually switch 
and re-boot software. 

The drawing tools offer the stan- 
dard art package functions: lines, fills, 
polygons, sprays, that sort of thing, 
which make it easily as powerful as 
your average art 
package like 
Deluxe Paint. It 
also contains 
non-linear 
drawing tools, 
which deal with 
things like hue, 
contrast and 
brightness, as 
well as colour 
masks and area 
operations. Yes, APEX certainly caters 
for people who want to ‘roll their 
own’, comparing favourably with 
other dedicated art packages. 

Given that APEX makes the most 
of the true-colour system, a colour 
workstation section is only to be 
expected. You can edit, mix, graduate 
and sort colours, either as RGB (red, 
green and blue), CMYK (cyan, 
magenta and yellow), or HSB (hue, 
saturation and brightness) shades. 
This lends weight to the package, 
enabling you to work with absolutely 
any colour quickly and accurately. 


GRAPHICS PACKAGE REVIEW 


But there’s more to hand-drawn ani- 
mation than simply sketching your 
frames. The cell manipulation system 
enables you to use cartoon animation 
techniques on your hand drawings. 
Using this you can treat frames or 
chunks of frames as cells — rotating, 
flipping, layering and sliding with an 
ease that Walt Disney would happily 
thaw for. 


Making movies 

Of course, you may not want to draw 
your own animations, which is where 
the digitising section comes into play. 
Though APEX might not be quite as 


ailable that takes 
Although you 


advanced as dedicated digitisers, it 
has all the features you might need. It 
can grab animations or stills, from just 
about any variation of video protocol 
(widescreen, MHz changes, Super- 
VHS, and others), with a variety of 
shutters, enabling you to do things 
like take extended shutter pictures. 

The film and image filters give 
you a powerful range of tools to use 
on your digitised images — you can 
remove motion blur, jagged edges, 
bad light and anything else that 
might otherwise turn your crisp, 
sharp animation into an out-of-focus, 
wobbling mess. 


& This is one of the best animation entries we've 
received so far. It looks a little rough, though... 


@ ...but the images can be smoothed 
out with the help of the image and 
animation filtering system... 


& ...and we could make it look even more 
fluid by applying a motion blur. 


And then there are the distortions you 
can apply to your images, of which 
there are a huge variety. APEX enables 
you to mathematically calculate 
drags, stretches and squashes, to give 
some effective and natural distortions. 
And if you're into heavily overused 
effects, you can use APEX’s distortion 
system to morph images into other 
images, and create some deeply dis- 
turbing animations. 


String ‘em together 

These eight sections for creating your 
images, taken individually or as a 
whole, are impressive. Even taking 
into account the Falcon’s own resolu- 
tion and colour capabilities, APEX far 
exceeds any other package of its 
type. Amalgamate those eight sec- 
tions into one package and the results 
are stunning: every tool you're ever 
likely to need is included and runs 
with smooth efficiency. The package 
as a whole stretches the Falcon in 


@ The colour workstation, helping you to 
blend those subtle tones with ease. 


package or some clever image manip- 
ulation system to tinker with — it’s a 
professional animation package, 
capable of professional results, the 


"sort of thing you'd find on a Mac or a 


Pc. TI the first real piece of Fal- 


con software that offers serious for- 
‘mat ort, and we'll be seeing 


ways that no one’s explored before. 

But designing and editing 
frames is only one part of APEX. It also 
features a perfectly proficient anima- 
tion system for stringing your final 
frames together. Animation control 
panels are much of a muchness, there 
being little to distinguish between 
them other than the general grace 
with which the whole package is pre- 
sented. With APEX you can sequence 
stills, fiddle with speeds, change 
directions (forward, reverse, bounc- 
ing) and save out your final files in all 
standard animation formats (those 
that aren’t catered for within APEX are 
handled using diddy utilities, which 
are also provided). 


And finally... 

The documentation that comes with 
APEX is excellent, the healthily thick 
manual a reassuring weight for times 
of confusion. And should you ever 
actually come to read its contents 
(no, some people actually do), you'll 
find out what you need to know 
quickly and concisely from its clear 
text and diagrams. 

As the emphasis of APEX is on 
who people who want to produce 
animations, rather than Falcon veter- 
ans, a large chunk of the manual is 
given over to tutorials, which take 
you through all the basics of the 
package and progress to more 
advanced techniques in an 
eminently clear, understandable yet 
intelligent style. 

APEX media is an excellent ani- 
mation and art package. It’s beauti 
fully presented, expertly written, fast, 
effective, and capable. Buy this for 
your Falcon. Alternatively, buy a Fal- 
con for this. sf 


SIMON FORRESTER 


£119.95 Titan Designs 
@ 0121 693 6669 
Falcon-only 


& Professional results 

@ Easy to use yet powerful 
user interface 

@ Strong documentation 


@ Sorry, pardon? 


It would have scored 
even higher, but | feel 
sure Black Scorpions will 
top even this 


in the future. 
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REVIEW SCANNING PACKAGE 


Touch-Up 


Scans are messy things. They tend to come out 
covered in black speckles and dodgy shades. 
You need the latest version of Touch-Up, a 
package that enables you to do just that. 


canning an image is more com- 
S plicated than you might expect 

- if you've tried it, you'll know. 
If you want to achieve clean, tidy 
scans without getting embroiled in 
complicated variables like frequen- 
cies, timing and paper, you need 
Touch-Up, which enables even the 
artistically illiterate to turn the rough- 
est scan into a masterpiece of mono- 
chrome, erm, artwork. 

Touch-Up is simply an art pack- 
age dedicated for use with scans. Its 
tools, filters, palettes and processes 
are designed for tidying, highlighting, 
and generally manipulating scanned 
images (although effectively you 
could use any other monochrome 
image). It can also replace your tradi- 
tional scanning software if you have a 
standard scanner, such as those made 
by Migraph, AlfaData, Golden Image. 
Interestingly, according to the man- 
ual, “If you have a Marstek scanner or 
your scanner interface has the words 
‘This side up’ printed on the top of 
the green circuit board” then you can 
also use the Touch-Up software, just 
on a different setting... 


What does it do? 

The most recent update of Touch-Up 
was version 1.8, which scored 85% 
back in issue 40. Its score reflected 
the fact that it was loaded with pow- 
erful features for re-filling bad pat- 
terns, tidying up large expanses of 


page 
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grubby dots, and ironing out those 
hand-scanned wobbles. It featured a 
set of standard art tools as well as fil- 
ters for emboldening, thinning and 
tweening. Featuring a GEM interface, 
Touch-Up 1.8 made all these features 
appear familiar and 
easy to use, and 
version 2.5 follows 
in its path. 

As you'd 
expect, this new 
version of Touch-Up 
features several 
enhancements. It 
now makes better 
and faster use of 
the memory inside 
your machine. If 
you have 4MBytes of RAM, then the 
program can now make full use of it, 
and it also features a caching system 
which enables you to do larger scans 
even on smaller machines. 


And what else? 

To make sure you get optimal results 
when you’re actually at the scanning 
stage, before you begin any image 
processing, Touch-Up’s scanning sys- 
tem has been improved. Version 2.5 


gives you more control over DPI (scan 


resolution), scan lengths (physical 
and digital size), different interfaces 
(for use with more scanners) and 
measurement (whether you're work- 
ing in inches or millimetres). 


AE 
*You simply set it 
running and leave 
it to it. You can 
achieve effective 
results on your 
first attempt” 


The next big addition to the package 
is keening (great word), a process 
that removes those grainy few pixels 
that have clumped together for no 
reason. It works by tracking down 
small, insignificant lumps of pixels 
and removing 
them completely. 
This obviously 
isn’t suitable for 
some shaded 
images, but it 
comes into its 
own when clear- 
ing up line 
images. The fea- 
ture is also fully 
definable - you 
can choose 
exactly how harsh the keen is, 
whether it’s effective on black or 
white and whether it works from the 
edges inwards. 

Touch-Up can also now save 
TIFFs without trouble, rotate pages 
without those occasional crashes, and 
flip pages without creating too much 
extra white space — all of which are 
bugs that were inherent in the older 
version of the program and really had 
no excuse for existing in the first 
place. And there have been several 
other enhancements to make the 
package easier to use: keyboard short 
cuts, progress bars, Falcon-compati- 
bility, increased areas for Slant and 
Lasso tools, and easier clip box sizing. 


And something that’s really great 
about this package (like OCR, 
MiGraph’s other release this month) 
is that you simply set it running and 
leave it to it. You can achieve surpris- 
ingly effective results on your first 
attempt, especially using such obvi- 
ously-named menu options as ‘Clean 
Up’. And although you can use it 
while knowing virtually nothing about 
it, there are also lots of more fiddly 
elements, which you'll get to know 
the more you use it. 

This is an excellent tool if you're 
interested in manipulating and tidy- 
ing scanned images. The price tag 
may be a little high, but if you have a 
definite need to tidy up those scans, 
Touch-Up is the best program you 
could use. stf 


SIMON FORRESTER 


£35 Golden Image 
= 0181 900 9291 


@ Does its job 

@ Easy-to-use interface 

@ Doesn't terrify you 
with jargon 


@ Black and white 
only 
@ High price 


Ever wanted to convert printed 


copy into ASCII text? Optical 
character recognition software, 
your ST and a scanner could do it 
all for you. Sort of. 


ptical Character Recognition. 
O In plain English that’s the 

process by which a computer 
reads printed text. It does this by 
working out the shape of each char- 
acter and calculating exactly what 
that character is. To put it another 
way, you could scan a page of text 
and have your ST convert it into an 
ASCII file for you. After all, WPs are 
just programs that turn ASCII files 
into hard copy, and this is a program 
to reverse the process. 

Although they’re using some- 
thing slightly more powerful than an 
Atari ST, The Post 
Office does exactly 
the same thing - 
each letter is 
scanned, and the 
address is worked out 
using an OCR system, 
enabling mail to be 
sorted electronically. 
It saves all the hassle 
of a little munchkin 
having to read the address and shove 
the envelope in the right pigeon hole. 

This only works with standard 
characters, which means that you 
won't be able to scan hand-written 
text, but an OCR system is now avail- 
able for your ST, courtesy of MiGraph 
and Golden Image (the UK distribu- 
tor). There are a few things you'll 
need to use this package effectively: 
A scanner: be it a flatbed or hand 
scanner, you'll need something to 
create the original image files with 
which you'll be working. 

At least 2MBytes of memory: you'll 
have problems using those larger 
image files if you don’t. 

A hard drive: to store those bulky 
image files. This isn’t essential, but 
it'll make your life much easier. 

And of course, you'll need your opti- 
cal character recognition software... 


a a Oa 
“Forget those 
dreams about 
creating electronic 
versions of your 
favourite books” 


See Janet's ball 

The package itself is well-presented, 
installing like a dream and with no 
problems whatsoever. All the dialog 
boxes, options and features are beau- 
tifully laid out, dialog boxes appear- 
ing and disappearing without 
clashing or crashing. In high resolu- 
tion (which is what you really should 
be running it in), it demonstrates 
exactly how software should be pre- 
sented — putting ease of use and clar- 
ity before sexy graphics. 

Another of OCR’s strengths is its 
flexibility and the extent to which you 
can control it. 
You can slow it 
down, taking a 
little longer 
over each exact 
representation, 
or get it to skip 
through the 
text, substitut- 
ing unrecog- 
nised characters 
with wildcard symbols, which you 
can find and correct at a later date. 


See Spot run 

The OCR system also has the ability to 
teach itself. When running in Interac- 
tive Learning mode, instead of taking 
either a wildly inaccurate guess or 
leaving a question mark in the place 


OCR SOFTWARE REVIEW x 


OCR File Edit Options 


erk?nnt, was durch mindestens ei?e leere (weife) Linie oben amt 
7nt?n umgrenzt wir? und mindestens 5 Pixel hoch ist (Ich neh?e an, daf 
nie?and auf die Idee kom?t, solch kleine Buchstaben (<5 Pixel Hohe) 

erkennen zu wWo?len). Auf diese Weise kann das Programm unter Umstanden 


of characters that it doesn’t recog- 
nise, it asks for your help. 

The system doesn’t have to 
learn everything from scratch, 
though. It comes ready to run with 
20 standard fonts, which is a wide 
enough range to cover anything 
you're likely to see printed anywhere. 
And you can, of course, train it to 
handle many more. 

And it really is that easy in prac- 
tice. Just scan your page and set the 
process running, occasionally helping 
the package out when it gets stuck 
on a word or a symbol. If you have 
anything other than straight text on 
your page then you can take the 
process further and mark out exactly 
where the text sits on more compli- 
cated pages. 


See Jack's six-gun 

Any piece of software that learns to 
read is going to run slowly. You can 
forget those dreams about creating 
electronic versions of your favourite 


Generally, the only time you'll use the Scan Settings dialog box is when you 
need to change the scan length or dpi. However, it will appear on its own 
when you change the scanner dpi to a value that will no longer allow you to 


use the current scan length. In this case, when it appears, it will reflect the 
current dpi setting, and the length value will be automatically set to the 
maximum length allowable for that dpi. 


i The obvious test is to give OCR some chunks of its own manual, which it handles 
with ease, despite the tightly packed serif font it's been printed in. 


@ The package comes with a few files 
to get started on. Neither you or the 
ST has to understand German, either. 


books, because each page takes 
around five minutes to process, and if 
you try to speed the process up you 
lose quality in your final result. You'll 
also have to consider the logistics of 
scanning, storing and manipulating 
lots of large image files. The lesson to 
be learnt? Don’t OCR any books. 

It goes without saying that OCR 
is a package with a limited field of 
use. There aren’t many people with a 
genuine need for an optical character 
recognition system. But if there’s an 
OCR-shaped gap in your software col- 
lection, you'll be pleased with what it 
has to offer — it’s certainly competent 
enough to perform its tasks with little 
error. A niche thing, perhaps. stf 

SIMON FORRESTER 


£49.95 Golden Image 
= 0181 900 9291 


Scanner and 2MBytes of 
RAM needed 
Hard drive recommended 


& Does its job well 

m@ Comes self-taught with 
20 fonts 

@ Copes with slanted 
text 


& Slow 
 Memory-intensive 
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PD Disks: £1.50 each 


Derbyshire, DE75 7YP 


Budget range PD Disks ONLY $1.00 Same day service, quality virus free disks. 


customers (outside Europe) please add 50p per disk 


DAVE MUNSIE GAMES: 9 games from the master programmer, including 
Frogger. 

WING LORD: Aerial dueling game in the style ofthe clossic “Joust” S/W. 
JEWEL BUGGY: Arcade diamond mining game 

‘STARBALL: Pinball game arguably the best PD game on the STI 

MAX (IMb): Help Max find his gitfriend. A ‘cute’ arcade platform gome. 
SUPER PSYCHO KART: High speed platform game to rescue piglets (IMb S/W} 
HAMEC 2: The Uliimate Pac Man® (1 Mb STE or Falcon) 

ROCKFALL SPECIAL EDITION: Tunneling/diomond collecling puzzle game. 
PSYCHO PIG: Platform shoot ‘em-up with Ramboesque pig. (2 disks £3.00) S/W 
OPERATION GARFIELD: Frontic Operation Wolf ype shoot emup oction (STE). 
MEGALINE: IMb Tron light eycles game for 1-4 players (STE only} 
CYBERNETICS: Good, challenging Defender type arcade game. 

TETRIS & PILE UP: Two very good versions ofthe Tetris arcade game 

HACMAN II:1 Megabyte version of Pacman, 100 new levels 

GRAV 2: Follow up to highly praised Oids type rotate ond thrust arcade game. 
LLAMATRON: 100 levels of fast arcade action with wicked sound FX. (S/W) 
COLUMNS: An impressive relative ofthe Tetris tumbling block gome (1 Mb) 
BLATI Tetris style three in a row, falling blocks with many added features 


TOWERS: First person view role playing fantasy adventure gome (2 disks £3) 
WALLS OF ILLUSION: The vlimate Dungeonmastar clone with English instructions 
MINDMELT : Fantasy edventure with on overhead view. 

BIUDGEON: Solo Fantasy adventure using the Bludgeon combat system (S/W) 
DARKLYTE: Space Crusade lype droids wargame 

AUIENSI: Space Marines v Aliens Strategy combat game 

MYSTIC WELL: Complete “Dungeonmaster” style odventure gome 


SPACESWEEPER: A challenging *Minesweeper" game in three dimensions! 
SKULLS: Addictive up fo dale reworking of Landmines/Minefield (1 Mb STE) 
LOGIC PROBLEMS II: Three more logic problems from Ben Weston. 
JIGSAW: A computerised jigsaw puzzle, (1Mb} 
COLOUR CLASH: Adventure/maze gome with puzzles by Animalsoft. S/W 
QUIZMASTER; Muliicholce answer general knowledge quiz. (STE only) 

) | ADVENTURES 

1G,356 _ ENDURANCE: A futuristic vitual reality advent, 

| |G.921 INVESTIGATION (2 disks/£3.00): Grophic adventure in the style of Sierra Ondine 
ANARCHY ACADEMY: 30 graphic adventure to blow up the schooll 
ANIGHT ON THE TOWN: An adventure wih the opportunity to meat the gir 
of your dreams and.... well, the rest is up fo you, 
GRANDAD AND THE QUEST...; 3D grophic adventure by lon Sot. Sharewore 1Mb 
GRANDAD AND THE SEARCH FOR THE SANDWICHES: Sequel to Guest for 
the Vest (1Mb 2 disks/£3,00} 
COKLIBS REVENGE: A tex! adventure in a fantosy setting. 
THE AWE CHASM: An adult adventure featuring Snatch ond Crunch (over 18's only} 
SUSAN: An adult adventure (over 18's only) 
‘QUEST FOR THE HOLY GRAIL: Pythonesque madcap humour 
UNNKULAN UNDERWORLD; Highly rated large scale tex! fantosy adventure 

STRATEGY & OTHERS, 

; INTERNATIONAL MANAGER: European Nations/World Cup Management game 
‘ANCIENT GAME OF GO: Two computer versions of he Orientol game (Grugo, Amigo) 
CHESS MATE: A choss/draughts game analysis tool (S/W) 
CAESAR: Shaiegy gome set around the Mediterranean in 2008C (S/W) 
GNU CHESS: French chess playing program for oll levels, 
‘STRATAGEM: Two player strategy work! war game.(2 disks/£3,00) 
PEGASUS: A massive spoce strategy game. Seek out and colonise planets. 
(IMb 2 disks £3.00) 
STAR TREK - THE GAME: Defeat the Klingon threat fo the golaxy. (1/Mb} 
STAR TREK - KUNGON WARS: A starship Enterprise batle simulation. (1Mb) 
THE COARSE ANGLER: Angling simulation game (1 Mb) 
CHAOS: Madcap game of batting wizards by Martin Brownlow (1Mb or SMa) 
IMPERIAL CONQUEST: A complex ancient Mediterranean game of conquest! (S/W) 
SOCCER MANAGEMENT: Complex simulation of soccer management (S/W) 
THE MAZE: 3 D adventure game loosely bosed on “The Crystal Maze” 
PENGUINS: Move your penguins around the screen “lemmng” fashion. 
VEGAS: Roulette, poker, blackjack and slots.. without the Nevada sand! 


CONQUEST Il: Better bigger sequel fo the best PD ‘God’ game (£3.00) 
WAR OVER THE REICH: Take over British Bomber Command in WWIl (£3.00) 
WORID AT WAR: Economic/militory strategy world war game (£3.00) 
BIO-HAZARD: FULL version of the sci fi "Dungeonmaster” clone (]Mb £3.00) 
GRAND PRIX MANAGER: Grond Prix management sim. Employ drivers, 
mechanics, etc, test cars, then race in a full grand prix season! (£2.50) 
STORM 94; (STE) Aliens meet Gauntlet for superb blasting action. LAPD 
Licencewore game of the year for 1994! [order L.91 for STFM version) (£3.00) 
DARKLYTE ll: (1 Mb) Sequel to highly rated Space Crusade type game (£2.50) 
WORD WIZARD: Word puzzle game with a gamble feature from Nice Byles 
{£3.00) 
DUNCES CAP #1: Four super puzzle games: Outrageous Fortune, 
Matchmaker, Frame of Mind and Cryplogrom. (£3.00) 
L.B5 _- ZUFFERS {1Mb STE) Puzzle game of guiding the Zuffers to sheer (£3.00) 
L110. QUICK-UP by Nice Bytes. Mind bending tile Ripping game (£3.00) 
HEARTBREAK: Highly addictive shope placing game. (£3.00) 
LOGIC PROBLEMS Ill: Ben Weston’s back with more challenging puzzles (£3.00) 
THE CURSE OF AZRIEL: Fantasy trading/odventure game (2 disks/£4.00) 
CONQUEST: A "God" gome in the style of Populous (£3.00) 
NICE BYTES #1: Gridword, 0 word gome & Rega, « file Ripping game {£2:50) 
DEMON: Fontosy game with 3D view, monsters, magic, teleports, rops, 
secret walls, etc (£3.00) 
ENERGETIX: Puzzle gome from Nice Bytes. Save the Nuclear Reactor (£2.50) 
MURDER ON THE ORION EXPRESS: Murder solving game set on on 
interstellar cruiser (£3.00) 
DEAD OR ALIVE...?: Large complex and challenging text adventure (£3.00) 
STONE COLD SOBER: An adventure gome with graphics (£4,00) 


BU.90 MATCH IT: Possibly the most addictive gome ever devised 
1BU,89 HORSE RACING SIM: Quality sim from the sole ring tothe track 
BU,30 QUEST FOR GALAXIA: The “Galaxians” retun to your ST 
BU.70 PACMAN ST: The definitive version by Robert Leong 

|BU.71. DARK WARS: Role playing adventure with o 3D view 


|S. 4 YAMAHA PSS: Patch editor and focility fo print tablature music 
S.144  EKSEQ 1: A rock, 240ppqn sequencer with many features 
5.145 OPTRONIX MUZAK: Rip ond play music from other programs 
S. 8 — NOISETRACKER: Soundiracker MOD player with eight starter nes 
S. 70 MADMAX CHIP MUSIC: 35 pieces of sound chip music from Mad Max. 
IS. 7 ACCOMPANIAST: 16 Voice Henry Cosh sequencer {full instructions on disk) 
IS. 19. ALCHIME JR: Impressive Swiss muli window, multitosk sequencer (1Mb) 


P44 GFABASIC V2: Full version of language with tutorial & compile! 
(NN.B this disk is not PD - LA.P.D. have permission to distribute it 
68. SPRITE WORKS: New commands for gomes writers using GFA V3+ (2 disks/£7.00) 
M.107 RAMWORID 2: Three dimensional object creator and viewer program 
SOZOBON C: A complete C compiler with documentation 
P.24  MENUMAKER: Make your ovm menus with music, sprite ond scrolling messoge 
2X SPECTRUM EMULATOR: Emulate the old Speccy on your ST/STE {1 Mb) 
{68000 PROGRAMMING COURSE: 10 “How to do it’ document les 
GFA EXPERT: Massive text file and help routines for GFAbasic 3,0 D/S 
CC ADVENTURE TOOL KIT: Write professional quality adventures in C 
STOS ADVENTURE CREATOR: 


U. 66 
1U. 62. MENU-HACKER: Replace a picture in almost any menu/demo/game/intro 
1U, 67 ST TOOLS: An exhaustive collection of Atari ST utilities 
1U, 20 FASTCOPY 3: Excellent disk copier for cover disks 
|v. 53. TERADESK V1.36: Replocement desktop for the ST/STE (Mb) 
|U.48 PREMIER PACKERS: 13 of the best program packers, plus o depacker. D/S 
JU. 42 PICTURE HUNTER: Rips picture screens from other programs, 
U. 47 PROBE ST: Handy utility, grabs music/grophics, disk/memory editor. etc 
|U.52 VAULT & TURTLE: Fast hard disk backup utilities 


BEFORE DAWN: Animated screen saver thot will use your own animations 


AUTO-STEREOGRAM: (1Mb} Greate your own 3D Mogic Eye picures (£3.00) 
VISUALILLUSIONS: A collection of 24 magic eye 3D pictures 

A. 84 — GEMYIEW: Load, view, convert just about any picture format (1b) 
FRACTAL ENGINE 2.1: Multifunctional froctal image generator 
ARTIST FREEHAND: Excellent art package, mubiple screens (£3.00) 

A. 45 CRACK ART: Demo version ofthe excellent German art program. 
KOZMIC 4: Lostest version of the stunning psychedelic pattem creator 
POLYFILM by Martin Brownlow. Make films from multiple 3D polygon objects 
ART-OF DUNGEONS & DRAGONS: Superb collection of pics from 
Dragonlance D/S 
‘ANIST: Commercial quality animation program (once cost £60.00 to buy!) 


FANTASY SUDESHOW: Spectum 512 pictures on fantasy theme (over 16's only) | 


126, (27,128 TYPE WRITE CUP ART: 4 disk sets of quality clip ort in MG 
format. £10.00 per set 


Telephone or Fax: 0773 761944 


or 0773 605010 
24 hour despatch on all orders 


No waiting around for disks to arrive!! 
ALL DISKS BELOW ARE ONLY £1.50 UNLESS OTHERWISE STA’ 


LEXICON (£3.00): ideal program for word game fanatics. Solve crosswords, 
‘onograms elc 

ROUTE FINDER: Route finding program for England, Wales and Scotland 

THE GARDENER; A special dalobase for gardening enthusiasts 

DIABETICS DATABASE: A useful program for anyone who is diabetic 

‘AIR WARRIOR: Flight sim with World Wor I aircraft ie 
ADDRESS BOOK: Neat and easy to use database for nomes and addresses (£2.50) | 
CIRCUMT: Eosy to use electrical circuit diogrom producing program (£2.50) 

STITCH MATRIK: Pattern making program for kniting mochines. 

NORTHERN & EQUATORIAL STAR ATLAS: Superb serious astronomy program S/W. 
THE BIBLE: King James authorised version. 3 disks (£4.50) 

FORMFINDER: Proven horse roce analysis and prediction program 

NEWSDISK: Construct your own newsletter and magazine disks 

‘GERMAN TRANSLATORS: Three programs to translate German text to English 
FILOFACT: Electronic filofax- diary, calendar, alarms, addresses etc. 
GENEALOGY: 2 progroms for the family historians to trace their forebears. 
YOUR SECOND ATARI ST MANUAL Text files about your ST 

WORD PUZZLE: Stuck with word gomes? Then this disk may help 

EXTRA WORD UST: 70,000 extra words to use with disk M17 

ASTRO 22: Colculate position of plonets, cusps and zodi 


INVOICE MASTER: Excellent invoicing system for small businesses, 

OPUS 2000: A superb spreadsheel program (1Mb) 

INVENTORY PRO: A stock control system 

DOUBLE SENTRY: Impressive accounts package forthe small company {no VAT) 
FAST BASE: A powerful and flexible database. 

FIRST WORD: Word processor that set the standard for others to follow. 


‘SUPER SPELL: Teaching games for the 4 to 9 year old (£2.50) 

‘SUPER FUN: More teaching games for the 4 to 9 year old (£2.50) 

WITCHES, MICE & FAIRY TALES: Games for younger users. 

'NOAH’S ARK: Collect the animals, two by wo - addictive for adults too! 
ABOUT THE HOUSE: Excellent collection of programs for young children | 
KIDZ EDUCATIONAL Alphabet, Maths Tesi, NumericoKGoRound & Number Maze | 
KIDZ DISK #1 Colouring book, Spell Pic, Word Pic and Flash Cord 

KIDZ DISK #2: Dot to Dot, Keyboard Copers & Matching 

BODY SHOP: Graphic quiztype humon anatomy tutor 

‘SOLAR SYSTEM GEOGRAPHY: Effects of the sun & moon on fides, seasons, etc 
KIDZ COMPILATION: Kid Graph, Grid, Music, Notes, Piano, Publisher, sketch 
‘ond story.. all on one disk! 

SHIPWRECK: Sace the stricken mariner by answering maths questions. 

EARLY LEARNING MATHS 2; by Philip Rankin for 9-12 years 

ROBOT MATHS: Maths Tutor for children ages 6+ 

MOON LETTERS: Spelling game for ages 5+ (£2.95) 

ROBOT WORDS: Hangman ino modern format (£2.95) 

ALL BLOCKED UP: Mathematical puzzles for the young {£2.95} 

DROP DOWN WORDS: Spalling/memory game for youngsters (£2.95) 
MATHS FUN: Maths for children 4 to 7 years. (82,95) 

G.CS.E. STUDY AIDS: Help with Algebra, Trigonometry and Geometry 
PLANETARIUM: Excellent, easy to use, aslronomy program 

WORLD WAR Il: Home front study pack for Sec. school work (3 disks £4,50) 
HISTORY FILE: Investigate a historical murder in Scotland (3 disks £4.50) 
(GEOGRAPHY TUTOR - EUROPE; Facts and figures on European countries S/W. 
DEATH OF A PRESIDENT: Investigate the Kennedy assassination (3 disks £4.50) 
FRANGIAIS 3 & 4: French language tutor programs 

ROMAN MYSTERY’ Teaching programs on Roman times, (3 disks £4.50) 

C..A. WORLD FACTBOOK: Facls and figures on countries. (4 disks £6.00) 


BBS DIRECTORY: Money saving directory of UK BBS's (£3.00) 
superb multifunction communications program 
i °xcellent multi-function comms program 
IM. 138 MORSE CODE TUTOR: Practice and perfect your skills 


FIGHTING SAIL: Naval Battles 8. 51 COLOSSAL CAVE: Original adventure 
ASTEROIDS: A loving restoration B,15 ROLL N NUDGE: Fruit Machine 
HACMAN: Pacman action B. 36 8 BALL POOL: bar game simulation 
FROGGY: The arcade classic B.50 STAR TREK: Save the 


"FREE CATALOGUE 


For a FREE copy of our latest, user friendly, catalogue 
disk just send a blank disk and s.s.a.e. to the address 
above and we'll send you one By return complete with 
a selection of quality PD. 
Alternatively send us £1.00 and we'll send you the 
same catalogue and free programs _on one of our 
isks. (Please quote STF4) 


PRINTED CATALOGUE 
Now available, listing hundreds of PD/Shareware/ 
licenceware titles. Only £1-00 including P&P or 
5p if ordered with disks. 
a | Please state if you have 
A a Falcon. 


DESIGNERS/ENGINEERS 


Are you sure your new design will work? 


Save money and avoid embarrassment... 
Build a Finite Element computer model with new 


PETE 


To check it won't break, burst or bend out of shape! 


Features: 
* Simple menu-driven interface. 
* Preprocessor for easy model building. 
* Elastic, plastic and thermal analyses of the model. 
* Beam, plate, shell, 2D plane and 3D solid elements. 
* Postprocessor for graphical display of results. 
* Built-in text editor. 
* Output to picture file, text file or printer. 
* Suitable for beginners and experts alike. 


Atari ST version introductory offer — only £95 
(demo disk £1-50) 


exclusively from: 

JG Design Services 
PO Box 14856, Falkirk 
SCOTLAND FK1 5EP. 

Tel: 0324 638815 


Public Domain, Shareware and Licenceware 
All Disks are £1.25 unless otherwise stated. 


REOO3 .....Conquest 2. This excellent licenceware followup 
to Conquest finds you and your tribe stranded on an island. 
Survive and grow. 23.00 

MPD2248 .. .Voices! A new disk magazine. Issue 1 features 
articles from customising a Colt .45 to UFO sightings. Issue 2 will 
be printed and will be available from Merlin. : 
MPD2286 ....Rumbo. A new arcade game which seems to play 
like Mario but much much easier. 

MPD2250 . . .Boom! A brilliant action adventure game with 
true colour and DSP routines which make this Doom meets 
R-Type game excellent. Falcon only (3 disks) £3.75. 


3D POOL 875 
ANOTHER WORLD (1MB) 1295 
BATTLEHAWKS 1942 1295 
BULLYS SPORTING DARTS (1MB) 875 
CADAVER & THE PAYOFF 1295 
CALIFORNIA GAMES II 875 
CANNON FODDER, 2495 
CHAMPIONSHIP MGR END SEASON 1395 
COLONELS BEQUEST (1MB) 1295 
CRIME CITY 696 
CROSSBOW —THE LEGEND OF TELL 9696 
CRUISE FOR A CORPSE 1295 
CYBEROON il 1140 
(CYBERSPACE (1MB) 2345 
DALEK ATTACK 875 
DEMON BLUE 696 
DIZZY PANIC 696 
DREADNOUGHTS (1MB) 2599 
DREADNOUGHTS ~ BISMARCK 1495, 
DREADNOUGHTS - IRONCLADS 1495 
ELITE ll FRONTIER (1MB) 2495 
EPIC 1295, 
ESPANA - THE GAMES 92 1140 
EUROPEAN FOOTBALL CHAMP 1140 
F-15 STRIKE EAGLE Il 1495 
F-15 STEALTH FIGHTER, 1495 
F:29 RETALIATOR 1140 
FANTASY WORLD DIZZY 696 
FUMBO'S QUEST 875 
FOOTBALL MANAGER 3 2195 
FUTURE WARS: 1140 
GHOULS N GHOSTS 696 
GRAHAM TAYLORS SOCCER 875 
GUNSHIP 1140 
HARDBALL 875 
HOYLES BOOK OF GAMES-VOL1 11.40 
HOYLES BOOK OF GAMES-VOL2 1140 
IMPOSSIBLE MISSION 2 69 


INDIANNA JONES & FATE ATL (ACT) 875 
INDIANNA JONES & L CRUSADE (ADV) 1295 
INTELUGENT STRATEGY GAMES5 21.95 


INTERNATIONAL SOCCER CHALLENGE 875 
ISHARS 275 
ITALY 1960 696 
JIMMY WHITES SNOOKER 1295 
KIDS RULE OK 1295 
KINGMAKER DD 
KINGS QUEST 1 1295 
KINGS QUEST 2 1140 
KINGS QUEST3 1495 
KINGS QUEST 4 1495 
KNIGHTS OF THE SKY (1MB) 1495 
LAST NINJA ti 875 
LEDSTORM 696 
LEISURE SUIT LARRY 1 1295 
LEISURE SUIT LARRY 2 1295 
LEISURE SUIT LARRY 3 1295 
LOOM 125 
LURE OF THE TEMPTRESS 1295 
Mil TANK PLATOON 1295 
MANIAC MANSION 1290 
MEGA TWINS 875 
MERCS 875 
MOWINTER 11.40 
MIDWINTER Il (MB) 1495 

696 
MURDER 875 
NIGHT SHIFT 1140 
NINJA REMIX 875 
NODDY'S PLAYTIME (3+) 205 
OPERATION STEALTH 1295 
ORIENTAL GAMES 875 
OUTRUN EUROPA, 87 
PANZA KICK BOXING 875 
PINBALL MAGIC 875 
PIRATES 1200 
PLAYDAYS (3-8) 2085 
POUCE QUEST 1 1495, 
POUCE QUEST 2 1295 
POPEYE2 696 
POPEYE3 1140 
POPULOUS Il (1MB) 1295 


OPENING HOURS 


MAIL ORDER & SHOP 
Mon-Fri 
Saturday 


10am-7pm 


sisi Wet | CHARGES 


POSTMAN PAT 
POSTMAN PAT. 
PREMIER MANAGER 2 (IMB) 
PROTEXT V43 (1MB) 

REACH FOR THE SKIES (1MB) 


‘SECRET OF MONKEY ISLAND (IMB) 1495 
‘SENSIBLE SOCCER INTL EDITION 1685 


‘SHADOWORLDS (1MB) 2195 
SHUTTLE 125 
SIMPSONS: BARTVSTHEWORLD 2195 
SOOTY & SWEEP 696 10 4.25 5.95 
‘SOOTYS FUN WITH NUMBERS (UNDER 7) 696 
‘SPACE QUEST 1 1495 20 7.95 10.95 
‘SPACE QUEST 2 1140 
SPACE QUEST 1495 50 14.95 21.95 
SPEEDBALL 2 875 
STARDUST ar fy 100 25.99 39.95 
STARGUDER I! 8 
STREETRGTER oy 200 49.95 76.95 
aw vel) 500 124.95 164.95 
plieailg se {) 1000 239.95 319.95 
STUN PUNNER 696 
SUPER LEAGUE MANAGER (IMB) 2495 
SUPER MONACO GP. 875 H 
moor “=|, New Lower Prices 
MANAGER ~ENGUSH (IMB). 21.95 ; ; ‘ 
TACTICAL MANAGER — ITALIAN 2195 A S$ é AN 
TACTICAL MANAGER-SCOTTISH 21.95 ar 
TENNSS CUP 2 875 it ; 
THE MUNSTERS 696 
‘THEIR FINEST HOUR 1495 = 
‘THEIR FINEST MISSIONS VOL 1 960 
Tousanmmicicen cxf DISK BOXES 
THOMAS THE TANK ENGINE 696 - 
THOMASS BIG RACE (4-8) 140g 10 a 
OKI 375m 40 / 4.95 
‘TRACKSUIT MANAGER 696 | 50 = 5.60 
TURRICAN 66 a0 6.30 
‘TUSKER : peed 80 12.95 
WINTER GOLD 1295 fg 100 6.80 
WORLD CLASS LEADERBOARD 875 ff 110 © Stackabs 13.95 
X-OUT 696 120 8.75 
XENON 875 
Z-OUT 6% 
= wm) NEXT WEEKDAY 
ADIENGLISH (12-13. 19-14) 21.95 
eile iets pas JUST ADD £6.25 
TO ORDER TOTAL 
ADIFRENCH (11-12 0 12-13) 2195 
ADI FRENCH (13-14 2195 . 
nomreccayorqeen ve | Miscellaneous 
BETTER MATHS (12° Workoent 19.95 
SRS) vain Head Cleaner (35°) 3.75 
FRENCH MISTRESS Mause 1475 
16 Mae 47s 
MTALIAN TUTOR 11.95 fj Mouse Mat 2.95 
Paraliel port extension cable 6.80 
MICRO ENGuSH @GCSE) 21.50 [Ip Parallel printer cable (Sm) 10.95 
‘Roboshitt (auto Mouse/Joystick switch) 14.75 
MICRO FRENCH (BEGINNERS-GCSE) 21.50 Joystick & Mouse Extension Cable (6") 495 
‘Extends the two ports from under the ST 
MICRO GERMAN (BEGINNERS-GCSE- ‘80 you can see where to plug them in! 
BUSNESS) 2180 |) Dust Covers 
Atar 3.65 
MICRO MATHS (11-GCSE) 2150 Th Nontor ns 
MICRO SOENCE (@-6085) aog6 [B STARLCI0 primer 6.99 


STAR LC2é printer 6.99 


WHAT YOU SEE IS ) dovsticks 
WHAT YOU PAY — cesses" BS 


Gravis Gamepad 23.95 
Maverick 1M AF (QS138F) 13.75 
NO HIDDEN Megastar NF (SV133) 22,00 
MegaGrip I 12.50 
MegaStick 1! 9.99 
Navigator AF 13.75, 
Python 1M (QS137F) 975 
Quickjoy | Turbo (SV121) 7.95 
Quickshot | 495 
Quickshot II turbo: 7.95 
Speedking AF 11.00 
Starfighter 1 pad 7.95 
‘Supercharger (SV123) 9.00 
‘The Bug (black or green) 13.50 
‘Topstar (SV127) 21.50 
Zipstick AF 13:50 
Printer Ribbons 
‘STAR LC10/20/100 black (LC9) 4.50 
‘STAR LC10/20/100 colour (LC9CL) 6.80 
‘STAR LC200 black (ZX9) 6.25 
STAR LC200 colour (ZX9CL) 12.30 
‘STAR LC24 series black (224) 650 


STAR LC24-200%B-24 sarescriur QML) 13.75 


ALU PRICES INCLUDE UK POSTAGE AND VAT AND ARE EFFECTIVE UNTIL 21ST MARCH 1995 


Orders against cheques with valid guarantee card numbers will be despatched immediately, otherwise upon cheque clearance. On overseas orders, postage is charged 
at Cost. New tiles wil be Sent 36 reloased and are subject fo manutacturers' price reviews. All orders taken subject to our standard terms and conditions, E.&0.E. 
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FALCON EEE ELS ENE 


ST FORMAT examines BSS-Debug, 


a Falcon programming aid that 
certainly has a sting in its tail... 


page 


T he Black Scorpion group, 
already famous in Atari circles 
for their ground-breaking Fal- 
con software, have done it again with 
BSS-Debug, a Falcon-only debugger 
that crunches its way through 68030 
machine code and boasts a range of 
useful functions. 

BSS use this product as an in- 
house development tool, and many 
prospective Falcon programmers will 
no doubt be keen to get their hands 
on one of the utilities that helped cre- 
ate APEX media. But what intrinsic use 
does it have? If you aren't a program- 
mer, a hacker or a technophile, don’t 
bother reading on, but if you have an 
interest in designing, developing or 
just exploring their Falcon software 
then you'll benefit from BSS-Debug. 


How do you do it? 
Like other BSS products, BSS-Debug 
doesn’t use GEM. Instead it uses its 
own customised window environ- 
ment, which looks like GEM but is 
much faster. It’s also not entirely 
mouse-driven, but then, tasks like 
scrolling through a text window are 
faster using the arrow keys. The 
speed and responsiveness resulting 
from this design are the first 
things you notice when you 
load this rather slick utility. 
Each function of the 
debugger is displayed in a 
separate text window, 
enabling you to rearrange 
the display as you like. Left- 


ll The BSS-Debug menu 
system uses accustom 
interface for speed and 
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clicking the window selects it, and 
right-clicking pops up a menu listing 
all the options for that function. 
There are also a group of general pur- 
pose settings for the debugger. 


Reverse engineering 

The ethos of BSS-Debug is that it 
enables you to examine the workings 
of a program while it’s running, 
rather than studying the initial source 
code. For that reason, it runs invisibly 
to the program being executed. This 
means, for example, that you can 
switch between BSS-Debug and a pro- 
gram running in a GEM window at 
the click of a button. It also means 
you can debug game programs that 
run in totally different resolutions. 
The tools the debugger provides can 
help you understand the active work- 
ings of your own programs, or indeed 
someone else’s, but don’t imagine it 
does all the work for you. You'll need 
fairly detailed knowledge about the 
internals of your machine, and an 
understanding of programming tech- 
niques before you can really get to 


Lines 


grips with the rigours of machine 
code development. 

Even if you know your silicon 
onions, using BSS-Debug requires 
patience to set up just the way you 
want it. There are many system para- 
meters, which can be altered at a very 
low level, and these take time to navi- 
gate. The speed of the interface 
helps, but there are a few surprising 
design omissions. All file and path 
names for loading and saving have to 


Tools of the trade 


be typed at the keyboard. 
A GEM-like file selector 
would be more conve- 
nient, and save you hav- 
ing to remember exactly 
where your files are and 
what they are called. 
Another conundrum is 
the lack of printing facili- 
ties. Sometimes a print- 
out is indispensable for 
working away from the 
machine, or keeping 
track of several related 
programs. These features 
will be incorporated in future releases. 
Debuggers are even scarcer 
than other types of software on the 
Falcon, and BSS-Debug has the dou- 
ble-edged distinction of being the 
first, and thus best by default. But the 
professional build quality and fast 
operation will take some beating. 
With just a few extra features, it 
would encourage other talented pro- 
grammers to put it to good use. stf 
DUG ARMSTRONG 


BSS-Debug 


£39.95 Titan Designs 

@ 0121 414 1630 

Falcon with colour display 
required. 

Highs 

@ Very fast 

@ Efficient interface 

@ Many powerful features 
Lows 

@ No printing facility 

@ Documentation could be 
more detailed 

What Else ? 

@ Nothing else quite 

like it for the Falcon 

@ X-Debug for the ST 
£24.95 FaST Club 

m= 0115 945 5250 
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Alien v Predator - sas 1122 
Brutal Sports Football - 


Bubsy the Bobcat -ucs 1581 NOW 
Chequered Flag - Jas 176: NOW 

Club Drive - ues 1794 NOW 
Crescent Galaxy - scs 185 NOW 

Doom - Special Edition sas 222 NOW 

Dragon - Bruce Lee Story - JGS2272 NOW £49 
Evolution - Dino Dudes -scs2sse NOW £39 
Iron Soldier - JGs 4011 NOW £49 
Kasumi Ninja - ues 4502 NOW £54 
Raiden - yas 6722 NOW £34 
Tempest 2000 - Jas 7472 NOW £49 
Wolfenstein 3D - ies a932 NOW £49 
Zool 2 - JGs 9312 NOW £39 
Syndicate - sc JAN'95 £49 
Theme Park - J JAN'95 £49 
Cannon Fodder FEB 

Charles Barkley Ba: 741 FEB 

Creature Shock FEB 
Demolition Man FEB 
Flashback - vcs FEB T 
Rayman - J FEB'95 T 
Rise of the Robots -Jcsess2  FEB'95 £49 
Sensible Soccer - Jas FEB ‘95 TBC 
Troy Aikman Football - Jcs 7831 MAR '95 TBC 
PowerDrive - uc JUN'95 TBC 
Battlezone 2000 - ics EARLY 95 TBC 
Battlemorph - vc EARLY 95 TBC 
Blue Lightning - EARLY 95 TBC 
Hardball lI! - J EARLY 95 TBC 
Legions of the Undead - es 4941 EARLY 95 TBC 
Pinball Fantasies - sas 5931 EARLY '95 £44 
Space Wars - ses 7031 EARLY 95 TBC 
Star Raiders 2000 -as7is2 EARLY 95. £49 
Tiny Toon Adventures - EARLY'95 £49 


ACCESSORIES 
Composite Monitor Cable - sca 4327 £16.99 


Jaguar Controller - ica 2000 £19.99 
‘able - ica4a71 £16.99 
£9.99 
CD-ROM Add-On - sac 1164 = FEB'95 £149 
FMV Module APR'95 £199 
VR Headset LATE 95. TBC 
All Prices include VAT 
r 4 
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(SE 7O Before you decide WHEN to buy, we 


suggest you consider WHERE to buy 
and protect your investment with a purchase from 
Silica. With our unrivalled experience and expertise, 
we will provide all the extra help, advice and new 
product information you may need both now and in the 
future. Visit one of our stores, or return this coupon 
now and begin to experience the “Silica Service’. 
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STORES NATIONWIDE 


AWESOME SOFTWARE 


THE FUTURE STARTS WITH /// 


COMING IN ’95 
VIRTUAL REALITY 


@ A FULL 


GUA IX 


SUPER CONSOLE! AHEAD OF THE PACK 

Atari's Jaguar offers more power than any other system. It is 
totally futureproof with the power of virtual reality and remote 
gameplay via modem expected during next year. 


PLAY FROM ANY VIEW 
Change play perspective. View gaming areas from above, left 
right, behind or in front. 


ZOOM IN FOR CLOSE UP ACTION 
Jaguar allows you to zoom in on any part of a game's play area. 


SAVE STATE OF PLAY 
Store those high score tables and game positions in special 
random access memory stored on the cartridge. 


LINK UP WITH ‘CATBOX’ 

The optional extra Catbox plugs into the back of your Jaguar, 
enabling you to connect a wide variety of add-ons simul- 
taneously. Facilities include the ability to link up to 32 Jaguars 
together for multi-player games such as Doom and Club Drive. 


CD-ROM FILMS & UNBELIEVABLE GAMES 

Tap the power and speed of CD-ROM with Atari's Jaguar add-on 
(expected Feb '95). Play bigger 3D games, standard audio CDs 
and films (with optional extra FMV module - expected Apr '95). 
The CD-ROM drive also includes a virtual light system, which 
creates an interactive light show in time with CD audio output. 


VIRTUAL REALITY’S COMING 

Watch spaceships whirl around your head, laser bolts slice past 
you, sounds of destruction fill your head as you become part of 
the game. Jaguar's virtual reality helmet is expected in 1995. 


CONNECT WITH A WORLD-WIDE NETWORK 

In the world of Jaguar, distance means ing. Play against 
Jaguar owners in New York, France, eenland or even 
Australia. Plug in your optional virtual reality helmet, and do 
battle in cyberspace with players from around the world. 


EAMOR! 
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ESTABLISHED 17 YEARS: 
We have a proven track record in professional 
computer sales 

PART OF A £50M A YEAR COMPANY: 
With over 300 staff - We are solid and reliable, 
EXPERIENCED STAFF: 

Ail fully trained in ‘Customer Care’, 


TECHNICAL SUPPORT 4 
FREE help and advice from a team of experts. 
PRODUCT RANGE: 

Al of your computer requirements from 

‘one supplier. 


@ WE PRICE MATCH: 


Ona “Same product - Same price” basis. 
FREE CATALOGUES. 

PAYMENT: 

‘We accept most major credit cards, cash, 
cheque or monthly terms 

(APR 23.8% - writes request) 
VOLUME DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE: 
Business, Education and Government. 
Tel: 0181-308 0888. 


MAIL ORDER: 

FREE DELIVERY in UK mainiand on orders 
‘over £40+VAT. Small administration charge 
(£2.50+VAT) on orders under £40+VAT. 


© 21 STORES NATIONWIDE. 


* Mini Stores camry a selected range only but products 
an be ordered in the stores via Mail Order 


MAIL ORDER 0181-309 1111 


PLUS TECHNICAL AND HEAD OFFICE 


Sw 'y Roap, Sipcur, Kent, DA14 4DX 
|ANCHES AT: 


Su 


BRISTOL Stuames Baron 0117-929 1021 
* CARDIFF sWay 01222 341576 
CHELMSFORD 01245 355511 
CROYDON 0181-688 4455 
GLASGOW 0141-221 0088 
GUILDFORD 01483 301300 
HARROW Road 0181-427 4300 


01482 25151 
01473 221313 
0171-580 4000 
0171-580 3000 
~01582 21201 


LONDON 
LONDON 


01752 266666 
01708 766066 


SHEFFIELD _ 0114-276 8611 
* SHEFFIELD 0114-256 9779 
SIDCUP id 0181-302 8811 
SOUTHAMPTON 01703 223888 | | 1924Avards 
SOUTHEND 01702 462426 | | NOMINATION 


* THURROCK ide Centre 01708 863587 


THE WORLD'S 


4-BiT 
CONSOLE 


64-BIT DATA BUS 

5 Processors 

2mb 32-BIT RAM 
Spectacular 32-BiIT Graphics 
Unique 360° Gameplay 


3D Game Worlds with 
No Restrictions 


16.7 Million Colours 

CD Quality Stereo Sound 
17 Button Controller 
Plugs Straight into a TV 
Free Cybermorph Game 


On Cartridge - Worth £39 ine var 


JAGUAR CONSOLE + CONTROLLER 
PLUS CYBERMORPH GAME 


INCLUDING VAT - JAG 1064 
IN UK 


FREE DELIVERY 


MAINLAND 


Silica House, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DAt4 4DX 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms: Initials 
Surname: 
Company a 


Address: 


POSCOUG! sassscaciesscssnszentnsen 
Tel (Home) 
Tel (Work) 


Which computer(s), if any, do you own? 


16/ 32 SYSTEMS PRESENTS: 
FOR FALCON OWNERS 


PINBALL DREAMS 


Steel Talons and Evolution Dino Dudes 
due for release January 95 


16/32 Systems, 173 High Street, 
Strood, Kent ME2 4TW 
Tel: 01634 710788 


JCA 


EUROPE 
LIMITED 


30a School Road — 
Tilehurst, Reading 
Berkshire RG3 5AN 


Telephone +44 (0)1734-452416 
Fax +44 (0)1734-451239 


Stereo CAD £29.95 


Any Atari with Colour TV/Monitor 
Create your own stunning 3D Stereogram images. Let your mind loose with the 
drawing tools to create excellent 3D graphics. Your only limitation is your mind!! 


Rainbow £29.95 


Falcon with Colour TV/Monitor 

A True Colour art package that expands the Falcon, With its quick choice 
colour palette and icons you can create stunning graphics quickly. With its built 
in Photo Studio there are over 80 tools and effects to choose from 


Obsession £24.95 


ST-E & Falcon IMb Ram & Colour TV/Monitor 
The best Pinball game ever for the Ataril! 
All prices Ineluee VAT & Delivery within the UK. 
[AT Regd. No: 363437155 
Please ae all Cheques/Postal Orders 
payable to “JCA EUROPE LTD” 


-RIVERDENE PDL 


A. ATARI 
ST/ST-E/TT/FALCON 030 


caramus” 
Calamus 1.09n 


1Mb Ram, Hi-Res Monitor & Double Sided Disk Drive 

Calamus 1.09n is the only choice for those who want to get into serious desktop 
publishing on a budget. Other programs have come and gone but 

Calamus 1.09n still remains to be the market leader. 


Calamus 1.09n will create professional documents using a multitude of 
construction tools, A fast text editor contained in its own window simplifies the 
inputting and editing of documents, placing Calamus 1.09n in a class of its own. 
Calamus 1.09n is easy to learn and use with its pull down menus, icons and 
on-line help functions, plus a complete and easy to follow manual. 


Calamus SL £199 


2Mb RAM, Hi-Res Monitor, Double Sided Disk Drive & Hard Disk 
Calamus SL allows you to expand your DIP ideas into colour production work 
and with new commands, create a more flexible working environment for your 


Outline Art v3. £199 


2Mb RAM, Hi-Res Monitor & Double Sided Disk Drive 

Another addition to complement the Calamus family is Outline Art v3 which Is a 
vector graphics package with which you can add tinted shades to fonts and 
also create your own graphic objects for inclusion into Calamus. 


PUBLIC DOMAIN & SHAREWARE 
for the Atari ST series of computers including the Falcon. 


Send a blank disk and S.A.E. for our catalogue on disk which 
contains text files in detail of all our pd/shareware disks. 


Bip? DiRIVGE | ke sieemmatans 


Tired of running out of space on all those 
double-density 3.5-inch floppies? You need a high- 
density drive. Analogic have come up 

with a little hardware project for you... 


ay back in the mists of 
time (issue 54 to be 
exact), we ran a tutorial 


on how to install the Bitz high-density 
1.4MByte disk drive in place of the 
internal double-density drive your ST 
comes with as standard. More 
recently, Analogic have released their 
own version of the upgrade, romanti- 
cally called the ST HD Mod, and it 
costs a highly rea- 
sonable £59.95 — 
£10 less than the 
Bitz drive. 

Once again, 
the kit contains 
everything you 
need: a HD 3.5-inch 
drive unit, accom- 
panied by a small 
piece of circuitry 
which tells the ST 
that it’s using a high-density drive 
and doubles the speed at which the 
disk controller chip runs (to 16MHz). 

So if the price is right, which it 
is, and the benefits of a HD drive are 
obvious, which they are, then what's 
the drawback? Well, you have to 
install it yourself. This entails taking 
your machine apart, attacking the 
case to widen the existing drive hole 


“If you don’t know 
what a soldering 
iron is, you should 
find a technician 
to carry out this 
installation” 


to cope with a differently shaped 
drive facade, and plugging the new 
drive into the sockets vacated by the 
old one (this drive sits in place of the 
original drive). You then install the 
odd, technical-looking piece of PCB 
(Printed Circuit Board) with which the 
drive is equipped. This entails pulling 
back a leg on the floppy disk con- 
troller chip and soldering the wires 
from the PCB to 
other chip legs, 
and to various 
other compo- 
nents on the 
main board of 
your ST. This is 
where you might 
tun into prob- 
lems. Soldering 
computer com- 
ponents is never 
easy, particularly because the heat 
from a soldering iron can short 
important chips and other compo- 
nents, and we'd seriously recommend 
that you invest in a heat sink. 

It’s at this stage that we recom- 
mend you take part in the ST FORMAT 
test. If you don’t know what a solder- 
ing iron is, and you've never even 
heard of a heat sink, you should find 


a qualified technician to carry out this 
installation and hand over your 
money knowing it’s for the best. 
Alternatively, if you’re confident, fol- 
low the tutorial in issue 54 (and if you 
missed it, back issues is on page 79) 
and have a go at installing the drive 
yourself, although we take absolutely 
no responsibility for those of you who 
end up destroying your machines in 
the attempt. 

Assuming you survive the instal- 
lation, you should now have a work- 
ing high-density drive on your ST. 
The next problem you face is format- 
ting high density disks. If your version 
of TOS is anything up to 1.62, you 
can use the Bitzcopy formatting soft- 
ware, supplied with the kit. If you 
have an STE with TOS 2.06 then 
there is a High Density Format option 
available from the Desktop. Easy, eh? 


Once you have your HD drive 
installed, what can you use it for? 
Well, there are all kinds of way in 
which owning a HD drive improves 
your computing power. HD disks can 
hold twice as much information as 
double-density - 1.4MBytes rather 
than 720K. The benefits of this 
extend to every package that uses a 
disk drive: you can process longer 
samples, create bigger text-files, store 
longer animations, in fact, if you can 
store it on a disk, you 
can store more of it on 
a high-density disk. 
Then there’s the 
fact that your ST can 
now access high-den- 
sity PC disks. It'll also 
make yout life easier if 
you're using a PC emu- 
lator — most PC soft- 
ware comes on HD 
disks these days. And 
you can still use your 
double-density disks. 


This has to be a welcome modifica- 
tion to your ST, bringing it more up 
to date and into line with other com- 
puter systems. The TEAC drive is of a 
high quality, and the equipment 
seems slightly more robust that the 
standard Atari drive. Installation is the 
main stumbling block if you're a 
bumbling amateur, but for the tech- 
nically minded it shouldn’t be a prob- 
lem. If you are unsure about installing 
it yourself, watch out for a solderless 
version which Analogic are promising 
for the near future. It'll cost you an 
extra £10, but it'll reduce the chances 
of you melting your computer. 

Alternatively, there’s always the 
Elco kit from System Solutions, but it 
costs £10 more and solderless ver- 
sions are not available. If you're look- 
ing for a high-density drive, 
Analogic’s HD Mod looks to be a 
great option. stf 


SIMON FORRESTER 


HD ST Mod 


£59.95 Analogic Computers 

= 0181 546 9575 

Highs 

@ All the obvious benefits 
of having a HD drive 

@ High quality construction 

Lows 


@ Complex installation 
@ Not the best manual 


What else? 

@ Elco HD drive kit 
£59.99 from 
System Solutions 
®& 01753 832212. Also 
involves soldering 
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REVIEWS PUBLIC DOMAIN 


With the calibre of recetit PD game 
releases it’s only fair that they get a 
section to themselves. Nick Peers selects 
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GRAND PRI 


FLOPPYSHOP 
DISK FWS14C (£2.50) 


THIS FLOPPYWARE TITLE CLAIMS TO 
simulate the rigours of managing a 
Formula One racing team, which 
means that if you're a budding 
Michael Schumacher or Damon Hill 
you'll find that this game isn’t for 
you. And if this simulation is anything 
to go by, the management side of 
Formula One is deeply uninteresting. 

It’s difficult to feel involved in a 
game that features screens filled with 
tables of statistics so boring that even 
Frank Williams would blanch at them. 
If you're not choosing drivers, you're 
picking chassis experts and engineers, 
but it’s all predictable - the more 
expensive people you choose, the 
better a team you'll get and the more 
you'll win. Surprise, surprise. 


SERENADE MENU 17 § 


STELLAR PD 
DISK MENU 17 


SEVEN GAMES GRACE STELLAR PD’S 
latest neat compilation of games, 
this one leaning heavily towards the 
shoot-‘em-up addict, once again. 
Even the 3D Construction Kit game, 
Anarchy Academy (STF 38, 73%) 
challenges you to destroy your 
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MANAGER 


And when you finally get to the 
race, you're given the option to 
bet on who's going to win. For- 
give me for being a cynic, but 
do Formula One racing teams 
usually bet on the outcome of 
Grand Prix races? And would 
you honestly expect the likes of 
Lotus to bet on their own dri- 
vers when it’s obvious that they 
don’t have a hope against 
Benetton and Williams? The race | 
is fairly vapid too, your only | 
involvement being to make the 
decision on when to bring the 
cars in for a pitstop. 

In the good old days of 
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the Speccy you could gethid *== 


of an earlier, simpler version of this 
game, which was much more fun 
simply because you didn’t have to get 
bogged down in statistics. If you love 


i The frenetic Location Uni 
those of you who are colour 


would like to say that this is pink, nes 


and blue. Not baby blue. Ta, Sarah. 


deserted school within a time limit. 
Unfortunately, being a 3DCK game 
it’s a little slow, although well con- 
structed. (Geddit? Sorry...) 
Match Maker is a Dave Cob- 

bledick puzzler in which you match 

tiles from a hidden 
| grid before time runs 
out. Dave is a puzzle 
creator extraordinaire, 
and Match Maker con- 
tinues in the same 
vein as most of his 
previous games. Loca- 
tion Universe 2 is a 
SEUCK game with 


@ Linda Ladybird was 


attention from th 
It would be the last 
time she wore ‘Attract- 
] An-Ant’ perfume. 
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numbers you might get some enjoy- 
ment out of this program, otherwise 
avoid it like, like... 


pretty graphics, but nothing to lift it 
above other SEUCK releases — fun for 
five minutes if nothing else. Atax, 
which scored 73% in issue 34, is 
another vertically scrolling shoot- 

~ ‘em-up, while Viking 3, which scored 
80% in STF 64, is an addictive Drop 
Zone/Moon Lander cross. 

Believe it or not, Kittypuk does 

exactly what its name implies — it 
enables two players to play com- 


like a runaway car. 
STF RATING: 54% 


only the best. He’s that kinda guy. 


Race 
Lap 24/72 


Messages 
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puter air hockey using a cat for a 
puck — you score goals by firing kitty 
into your opponent's net. Simplistic, 
but fun if you yearn for those ancient 
Binatone TV games systems. 

The final game, Insecticide, is a 
compelling cross between Centipede 
and Daleks, in which you control a 
laser-toting ladybird, and must pro- 
tect yourself from waves of insects 
intent on catching and devouring 


Qe SSS 
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PACMAN ON ES 2 AND TOMTAR ARE 
both 1MByte STE-only games. Tom- 
taris a violent little number in which 
you stand on one side of the screen 
blasting merry hell at the Tomtars — 
little critters who are multiplying like 
nobody's business and converging 
on you at speed from behind a tree. 
Occasionally an ogre appears 
and chucks Tomtars directly at you. 
Shoot him, and you're on the next 
level. It’s all your typical simple, vio- 


@ If you have an STE, but no Pacman 
clone, then you need Pacman on Es 2. 


lent, mindless fun with lots of nicely 
detailed graphics, and you can soon 
find yourself becoming completely 
and utterly addicted to it. 
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Similar mindless fun is provided by 
loading up Pacman on Es 2. While it 
retains the classic gameplay of the 
original game, some wildly colourful 
graphics and excellent sampled 
sound (such as a Family Fortunes 
buzzer when you die and a Roadrun- 
ner “meep meep” when you get a 
power pill) update the game about 
as much as is possible. This version 
differs from the original Pacman 
clone (STF 57, 88%) by offering a 
two-player option, in which you and 
a buddy (who plays a Pacman in 
specs) compete. There are even 
bonuses to be won, which slow your 
friend. And there are 100 gruelling 
levels to battle through. 

This is a superb disk. Each 
game is excellent in its own right, 
and together they represent 
absolutely hours of snarling at peo- 
ple to leave you alone, you're busy. 

STF RATING: 90% 


@ Go on, blast those poor defenceless 
Tomtars. You sick, sick person. 


you. It’s a simple case of blasting 
them away as they converge on your 
osition, while pausing to admire the 
detailed if slightly sparse graphics. 
This disk is yet another Sere- 
nade compilation that offers excel- 
lent value for money, and you're 
bound to lose at least a few hours 
playing it... (Much like you did this 


month, eh, Nick? — Jill) 
STF RATING: 84% 


FRUITY AND MATCH I 


really needs more options to make it j= 


FRUITY IS A PASSABLE RENDITION OF 
a fruit machine — no more, no less. It 
features big, bold graphics, which are 
unfortunately let down by the poor 
beepy sound effects, and it offers little 
entertainment other than watching 
the numbers spin round. The game 


stand out from countless other fruit 
machine simulators available in the 
Public Domain. 4 

Match It, on the other F 
hand, is a well-thought out vari- 4 
ant of Mah Jongg in which you ' 
remove up to 144 tiles from a i 
two-dimensional grid to proceed 
to the next level. The catch is that 
you can only click on similar or identi- 
cal tiles that are either adjacent or 
connectable by a line with no 
more than two edges. It’s a 
compelling game, and the 
inclusion of different levels 
and passwords gives it a 
longevity that other Mah Jongg 
games on the ST don’t offer. 

If you're a puzzle fan, 
you should get hold of this; 
disk for Match It alone. " 
Fruity’s an added bonus that you 


NOUGHTS AND 


MAD CROSSES 


THIS RELEASE IS A COMBINATION OF 
demo intro and game. The demo 
intro is a classic example of how 
demos should be constructed, featur- 
ing a relatively simple concept in 
gaming (noughts and crosses) being 
weaved seamlessly into the usual 
demo fare of abstract images, dancey 
sound and scrolly messages. The 
music even veers into the occasional 
vocal chorus, reminiscent of the Old 
Spice advert. 

The game itself is played to the 
accompaniment of country music - 
surely a first for a game of this type? 
Initially you play straightforward 
noughts and crosses against your ST, 
but as you move to higher levels of 
play the grid starts to spin round, get- 
ting faster as you progress through 
the three levels. You can quickly 
become disorientated by a spinning 
grid, which makes this a particularly 
effective way of separating out the 
levels in terms of difficulty. 

If you want the slickest, most 
difficult game of ST noughts and 
crosses, this is the one for you. If you 
hate noughts and crosses, you might 
still enjoy the demo, or even the 
country music. 

STF RATING: 76% 


— 4 


re 


might play occasionally. 
STF RATING: 78% 


@ Noughts and Mad Crosses is a Gallic 
creation. The cartoon of Lucky Luke is 
a bit of a giveaway, seeing as he was 
dreamt up by the creator of Asterix. 


i Match It. Mums get addicted to this 
game. Mine goes berserk if she can’t 
play it at least three times a day. 
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st-O6texplosion 
st-01! popsnare2 
ST-01'funbass 
ST-O1'sixtease 
by the Beyond, 


st-04'ex800bass 
st-07! inlay 
converted by js 
jhsa@cc. tut. fi 
$t-92' tubestring 
st-92: organs 


Looking for some serious bargains to 
improve the performance of your ST? 
Join Nick Peers on his endless quest to 
do the very same. 

SONGNAME 


airwolf 


FILENAME 


ATRWOLF .MOD 


MODEST DRWHO.MOD 


AD.LIB PD 


doctor who u 
: : : ST-O1'sixtease 
LASTHERO.MOD Zui Hou Yi Ge Da Xia by the Beyond 
MODEST IS A MOD FILE ORGANISER, 


which enables you to create glorified STARWARS .MOD starwars st-04' ex800bass 

lists of your MOD files. Just load in all 0 ilk 

your MOD files, and Modest automat- THEMEO07 .MOD thenes from 007 converted by Is 

ically catalogues them for you, storing jhsa@cc, tut. fi 
FIREFOX MOD 


filename, song name and some infor- n.0.n by firefox St-92! tubestring 
mation on the MOD file itself. This is 


useful because MOD files often have 
their filenames changed, which can 
mean you end up with the same file 
under several different names. Modest 
automatically groups them all under 
one alias, based on an analysis of the 
file itself rather than its name. 

Not only does this give you a 
dedicated database for keeping infor- 
mation on all your MOD files, but it 
also helps if you want to swap MOD 
files with a friend. Rather than 


st-92:organ3 


i Modest graces this month’s 


page 


painstakingly listening to each MOD 
file in turn, it can tell you which files 
you have that are the same, despite 


having different names. You'll have to 
register it if you want to save or print 
anything, but it’s well worth it, espe- 


cially if you’re serious about catalogu- 
ing all your MOD files. 


STF RATING: 80% 


Wonder Disk, so subscribers can try 
it out for themselves. What do you 
mean, you're not a subscriber? 
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OZBORNZ MODUL iS < 


THE NEW WAVE 


TRANSPARENT DREAMS PDL 
DISK MOD 3 


HURRAH! SOME DECENT MOD 
tunes, at last! This opens with a 
solid rendition of Duane Eddy’s 
Peter Gunn, then moves on to the 
Hill Street Blues theme, which is 


recognisable and pleasant enough. 


Of the remaining five tunes, Toc- 


cata is the most memorable, evok- 


ing images of mad church 


No Ut 


a4 =! 


organists. This is a disk for those of 
you who have a short tolerance for 
dance tunes (20 seconds at a 
struggle), and you'll need your 
own MOD player. 

Top tip: if you have an STE, 
try linking your computer up to 
your hi-fi using a standard phono 
lead. Your ST can sound pretty 
funky when the music’s coming at 
you through 40-watt speakers! 

STF RATING: 78% 
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FLOPPYSHOP 
DISK F4555 


TEN VARIED UTILITIES GRACE THIS 
disk. The highlight is version 3.3 of 
Everest (STF 60, 85%), which is an 
incredibly compatible text editor, 
running on all setups with minimal 
fuss — it even supports GDOS fonts. 
Text editors like this create plain 
ASCIl files and are often much faster 
and easier to use than the inbuilt 
text editors you get with programs 
like Calamus and Papyrus Gold. 
Voxmail, a demo of which is 
provided on the disk, turns your Fal- 
con into a telephone answering 
machine. The full version costs $60 
and comes complete with all the 
hardware attachments you'll need to 
connect the telephone, while using 
the Falcon’s built-in direct-to-disk 


technology to 
record your mes- 
sages. Cheaper than 
an answerphone. 

Icon Edit 
enables you to cre- 
ate colour icons for 
use on your Falcon’s 
desktop, but its use 
is restricted to 80- 
column, 16-colour 
VGA mode, which 
you're likely to find 
restrictive. Gamefix 
is much like Back- 
wards, attempting 
to make ST games 
run on the Falcon. Browser is yet 
another text-file reader. 

The other program of note is 
OCR, which is optical character 
recognition software. This scans IMG 


kind, 


supposed to have heard. 


Thank God, Sam thought. Now I don't he 
figure out where the ready room is ... 
ensign took his arn. 
features, but the _— growth across 
offputting as the conple 


(Fi) D:\LEAPTR 
"Escort the ca 


-Hhere are. you, Al?_ 


Whe ensign gently guided Sam to a door 
this angle, it was obvious that the are 

n fact, San was beginning to ha 
he was on a spaceship. 


drawings and looks for text, turning 
it into a text-file. It’s an interesting 
concept, but not a particularly pow- 
erful package, and slow in use. 

The inclusion of Everest 3.3 
makes this a highly worthwhile and 


GEM Clipboard On 
GEM Clipboard Off 
She was a pretty : 


xion of the ma 


Fa Info 


gert mode nsert 
Qverwrite mode $Insert 


Screen elements... iR 
Typeface... aT 
Formatting... tH 
Miscellaneous... 0H 
Error messages... WE 
bbreviations... iA 
File Lists... uF 
Program exit... aa 


Save setup... OH 


The door slid open as San and the bumpy-nosed ensign approached it. 
"Mould you like ne to stay?" she asked. 


excellent value-for-money package if 
you're looking for a good PD text 
editor, and you can treat the other 
nine utilities as a bonus — you might 
need them one day after all. 

STF RATING: 89% 


EVEN MORE FALCON UTILITIES 


FLOPPYSHOP 
DISK F4632 


NO LESS THAN 22 UTILITIES GRACE 
this disk, covering a spectrum of 
taste and requirements. The prob- 
lem with this sort of compilation is 
that it just isn’t specific enough, 
leaving you wondering whether it’s 
worth buying a whole HD disk for 
one small program. But anyway, to 
cover thé highlights... 

There’s a replacement file 
selector, Box Kite, which enables you 
to select which INF file you load. 
Using this you can boot up your Fal- 
con with different desktop layouts. 
Choose INF is a German bar-code 
creator, and there’s a small screen- 
saver entitled Fuss. 


friendly Options screen that takes 
the fuss out of the whole process. 
There’s also PC Mouse which enables 
you, for whatever reason, to use PC 
mice with your Falcon. Finally, SM 
Blast is included, giving you 
enhanced display options if you 
have a monochrome monitor. 
There’s something for every- 
one here, and each program does its 
job competently enough. If you’re 
desperate for a new file selector and 
bar-code creator, look no further. If 
you want a host of other utilities, 
you might be better off just getting 
hold of a PD library catalogue disk 
and scanning through it to find 
exactly what you want. 
STF RATING: 71% 


ES 
MAGNET 9/GULLBACH 
FLOPPYSHOP Gullbach returns you to the dance 
DISK F4581 music theme, with nicely con- 


THESE THREE DEMOS VARY IN 
style and quality. Magnet 9 is the 
best, featuring ambient swirly 
graphics, which offer a respite 
from the psychedelic stuff we've 
reviewed recently. The music isn’t 
all New Age though — the mood is 
shattered by the sound of guitars 
blasting away to Anarchy in the UK 
(thanks to Andy O, our resident 
punk rock guru, for that piece of 
information). Excellent stuff, but 
no Brian May solo... 


There are also 
two programs that 
enable you to convert 
one archived file 
(ARC or LZH) to the 
other, The updated 
version of ARC2LZH 
comes with a com- 
prehensive and user- 


@ After a program to 
convert ARC to LZH files 
quickly? Here it is. 


Convert A File 


| Hmm. What's this then? Well, your guess is as 
good as mine. Answers on a postcard please... 


—"- 


structed, if sparse, graphics (the 
little gorilla tramping across the 
screen is a particular team 
favourite). The final demo, 68x/n- 
ter, is simply a picture constructed 
back in 1993 for a GFX competi- 
tion in Germany. It might have 
taken 15 hours to render, but it 
still takes up far too much disk 
space (720K). If you're a Sex Pistols 
fan, buy this disk for the Magnet 9 
sequence. Otherwise it doesn’t 
offer anything radically new. 

STF RATING: 65% 
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I CHING 


GOODMANS PDL 
DISK GD560 


A GOLDEN OLDIE OF A DISK THIS. 
If you’re into astrology you'll love 
it of course, but even if you're a 
sceptic it still offers a few hours of 
mindless fun. Chinese Horoscope 
gives you the option of producing 
one of two horoscopes, based on 
either animals or stars. The horo- 
scope based on animals is easy to 
produce — just enter your time and 
date of birth and the program pro- 
duces a personality profile based 
on whether you were born in the 
Year of the Rat or Dragon or Don- 
key or whatever. The stellar horo- 
scope is much more complicated, 
and requires an intricate knowl- 
edge of the night sky, something 
that the disk doesn’t provide. 
Although other sources are recom- 
mended, it would have been help- 
ful if the program could have done 
the hard work for you. 

| Ching is another matter 
entirely. You type in a question, 
and the program answers by 
throwing three coins six times and 


in Yes 
yourself 
toa the arts. 


coming up with a ‘profound’ say- 
ing. For example, when we asked 
about the future for ST FORMAT 
over the coming year it replied: 
“When the corn is ripe, it must be 
harvested. Look into yourself 
anew, and take stock. Inaction and 
complacency harden the arteries.” 
Sounds about right. It’s easy to 
take programs like this apart — 
there are a finite number of 
responses depending on how the 
coins fall — but it’s good clean fun. 

Rounding off the disk are 
two programs: Numbers, which 
calculates what numbers play an 
influence on your life, and Domi- 
noes, which is STFM-only, 
although you can get it to work if 
you use STOS Fix (a version of 
which graced last month’s Cover 
Disk). You simply pick three domi- 
noes at random, and receive your 
horoscope in return. 

It’s all weird but wonderful 
fun, and if it really does secure 
Birmingham City FC success this 
season then it'll have been well 
worth the paltry asking price! 

STF RATING: 79% 


My last Dominoes reading told me that weddings would be involved in my 
near future. So who's getting married, and where's my invitation? 


JFOLOG 


STELLAR PD 
DISK MISC10 


NOW THIS REALLY IS BIZARRE. 
This disk consists of 15 text-files 
covering the author’s view of the 
universe and the existence of 
UFOs. It opens with his personal 
beliefs, then develops some ‘radi- 
cal’ (or loony, depending on your 
point of view) theories about UFOs 
and their role in the world. 
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For example, he believes that 
UFOs are “the Keepers or 
Guardians of the world” and that 
“they have been instrumental in its 
creation”, and goes on to claim 
that the real purpose of UFOs has 
been hidden from us from the 
world’s authorities. It all continues 
in much the same vein: just think 
paranoid fundamentalism and run 
screaming in the other direction. 
Might be briefly entertaining, par- 
ticularly to cynics. 

STF RATING: 38% 


UND-UP 


Missed a back issue? Want to know when we reviewed a particular piece of 
PD in the last few months? Then look no further than this definitive guide 
to PD reviews over the past four issues, in ratings order. 


Title 

Munch 

Dynabusters+ 

Award Maker Plus 
Speed of Light v3.5 
Clip Art Collection 

HP Support Disk 2 
Falcon Utilities 

Route Finder 2.0 
Golden Dawn Menu 15 
ST Beermat 

Oh no!! More Froggies 
Kozmic 4 

Ultimate STE Megademo 


PD Library 
Ad Lib PD 

AWF PD 

Tumblevane PDL 
Floppyshop 

Floppyshop 

Floppyshop. 

Floppyshop 

Cover Disk 66 

STellar PD 

Organised Chaos L/Ware 
Floppyshop 

Goodmans PD 
Floppyshop 


Utility 
Falcon 
Utility 
Game 
Diskmag 
Demo 
Utility 
Demo 


Issue 
64 
65 
66 
67 
67 
64 
65 
66 
67 
64 
67 
66 
66 


Rating 
93% 


85% 
84% 
83% 
81% 
81% 


Merlin PD 
STellar PD 
Power PD 


Family Tree 2.1 

Golden Dawn Menu 10 
Power Magazine 16 
Cycedelic Knockout Demo 
Novadisk 2 
Scorewriters 

The PD Collection 

Darts 180 

JPEG Pictures 

Imagelab 

Frantick 

Psion-ST Transfer Software 
Lotus Document Displayer 
The TIFF Demo 
Archivers 

Violent Death 

Intro Maker 1.5 

Big Top Type 

Atari Museum 

STellar MOD Collection 
ST Vegas 

MOD Files 

Ozbornz Module 1 
Ozbornz Module 2 
Zuffers 

Golden Dawn Menu 9 
Overscan Invaders 

Club Culture Mix Pack 2 
Lindemo and War 

Jet Bike Challenge 
World Cup 1966 Demo 
Fly Over Fantasy 


James Bird 


Merlin PD 


Merlin PD 
STellar PD 
Who's PD 


Power PD 
STellar PD 


STellar PD 


GL-PD 


Floppyshop 


Tumblevane PDL 
Transparent Dreams 


Floppyshop 
Goodmans PD 
Goodmans PD 
Goodmans PD Uti 
Chris Sharp 
Floppyshop 
Goodmans PD 
Transparent Dreams 
Floppyshop 
Floppyshop 


Floppyshop 
Transparent Dreams 
Transparent Dreams 


Floppyshop 


Goodmans PD 
Transparent Dreams 


Floppyshop 


Utility 65 80% 
Game 64 80% 
Diskmag 64 80% 
Falcon 67 79% 
Diskmag 64 76% 
Music 66 76% 
Utility 67 76% 
Game 75% 
Falcon 75% 
Utility 74% 
Game 73% 
71% 
Utility 70% 
Demo 

Utility 

Game 

Utility 

Education 

Misc. 

Music 

Game 

Music 

Music 

Music 

Game 

Game 

Game 

Demo 

Game 

Game 

Demo 

Demo 


See page 73 for a list of all PD libraries. Although we've listed the libraries who sent in the disks 
for review here, most of the programs should be available from a selection of libraries. 


RAE ' 


R 


FLOPPYSHOP 
DISK UTL4609 


IF YOU'RE A BUDDING AMATEUR 
radio enthusiast, you have to attain a 
RAE City & Guilds certificate to enable 
you to become a licensed radio ama- 
teur. This suite of programs should 
help you do just that, the disk contain- 
ing a demo of the programs (registra- 
tion for the full suite costs £15). 

Two syllabuses are supplied. The 
first deals with licensing conditions, 
transmitter interference and electro- 
magnetic compatibility, each of which 
is split into eight component parts, 
although the demo version restricts 
you to one choice only. The second 
syllabus deals with the actual basics of 
the radio, with seven sections featuring 
operating radios, electronic theory and 
transmitters and others. Again, the 
demo version restricts you to one piece 
of information from the many available 
on each topic. 


If you understand diagrams like this, 
you're probably halfway towards getting 
your amateur radio licence. 


Rounding the disk off are two slide 
shows of clear, concise figurative dia- 
grams. There are 60 in the full version, 
but only eight in the demo. To help 
you remember the material, the author 
has made it impossible to print any of 
the tutorials or diagrams, so you have 
to copy his own notes from the screen. 
This might work but watch out for eye 
strain and take plenty of breaks. 

Coded in STOS, the program is 
not TOS 2.06 compatible as it stands 
but does work using STOS Fix (which 
we gave away on Cover Disk 67). It’s 
well put together and should be an 
invaluable aid to all you budding ama- 
teur radio enthusiasts. stf 

STF RATING: 76% 


CIRCULT GF SHR BRIDGE 


EXT B=BACK 


ALUMIN IU 


ATARI REPAIRS 


FIXED PRICE ONLY £42.99 Inel. coro srs omy 


%* Price includes PART, LABOUR, DELIVERY & VAT 
* 90 Day warranty on all repairs 

%* 24 Hour turn-around on most repairs Est. 13 Years 
% All upgrades purchased from us fitted free with repair 

% Includes FULL DIAGNOSTICS, SERVICE AND SOAK test 

* If drive or keyboard need replacing add £10 


SPECIAL OFFERS 


ATARI STFM Motherboard (fully populated) £44.00 
ATARI STe Motherboard (fully populated 1/2 meg RAM) £82.99 
STe/FM KEYBOARD (UK VERSION) £34.00 
POWER SUPPLY UNITS (e/FM) £34.49 
Compatible Internal Drive £36.20 
CHIPS & SPARES 
MMU IC (FM) £19.95 Video Shifter (FM) £18.00 
DMA IC (FM) £15.00 Video Shifter (e) £36.00 
GLUE IC (FM) £19.95 68000 CPU (FM) £9.80 
1770 FDC (e/FM) £13.60 68000 CPU (e) £12.40 
GLUE IC (e) £49.00 CASES (e/FM) £7.80 
68901 IC (e/FM) £23.50 Memory Upgrades P.O.A 


Add £1.00 P&P on chips, £2.50 P&P on drives & PSUs. We reserve the right to refuse repairs. 
* * * x * * ATTENTION ALL DEALERS « * * * * * 


DART Computer Services (SF) 
105 London Road 


A) 


— : 
VISA ComputeriServices 
LEICESTER LE2 0PF The Guild of Master Crattimen A division of D.A. Computers Ltd 


SPECIAL OFFER 


| THE TROJAN PHAZER GUN 
; (FOR THE ATARI ST/STE) 


| Enter a new phase of computer entertainment with the 

Trojan Lightphazer. Unleash your imagination and take up 
| the challenge of the two action-packed games included in 
the pack:- 


160mm 


Advanced Opto} 
Erectronic 


Enter a new phase 
in computer 
for entertainment 

with the 

Trojan Phazer. A 

challenge of skill 

i and accuracy for 

ve iiieneeees § all ages. Unleash 

your imagination!!! 


Deep Grp 


SKEET SHOOT: Travel the world and attempt to complete 
I "The International Pro Skeet Shoot". Try to better your score, 
or compete against a friend in your bid to become World 
|] Champion. 


| ORBITAL DESTROYER: Reach for your Pulse Laser and blast 

the aliens as you fight to save the planet Earth! Be careful, 

| your ammunition supply is limited - if you run out the Earth 
will be doomed. 


I RRP OUR PRICE £12.99 + £2.50 P.P 
| ADDITIONAL PHAZER GAMES:- FIRE STAR RRP £+8-99 OUR PRICE £6.99 
ENFORCER RRP £49-99 OUR PRICE £6.99 
| PHAZER GUNS ALSO AVAILABLE FOR THE COMMODORE AMIGA (ALL MODELS) RRP £39-89 
OUR PRICE £14.99, THE AMSTRAD 464/6128 RRP £29-99 OUR PRICE £12.99 AND 
| THE SPECTRUM + 2A/3A RAP £29-99 OUR PRICE £12.99 
PLEASE ADD £2.50 FOR POSTAGE AND PACKING FOR THE ABOVE ITEMS 


I All orders by return: Cheques/Visa/Access/POs 


TRADING POST 
Victoria Road, Shifnal, Shropshire TF11 SAF == 
Tel/Fax (01952) 462135 


a 
ss, 


Tel: 01463 : 
240168 BWERGLADE’),5 25 


68 TELFORD ST, 


Atari ST Budget Software 

D/S= Double sided Disks 
3D Pool D/S 
Action Fighter 
Another World D/S (1Mb) . 
Battle of Britain F.Mission Vol 1 $ 
Bumper Quad Pack 
Jaws/Grand Prix/High Steel/ 
Crossbow-Legend of William Tell 
Cadaver/Pay Off D/S (512K) .. .£12.95 
California Games 1 
Skateboarding/Foot Bag/BMxX Bike 
Racing/Surfing/Rollerskating/Flying Disk 
Captain Dynamo..........--. £6.95 
Colonel's Bequest D/S . 
Crackdown 
Cruise for a Corpse DIS (512 ). 
Cybercon 3 D/S (IMb) . 
Dizzy Prince of The Yolk Folk . ‘ Skidz . 
Elite Il - Frontier (1 Mb) Shuttle 
Epic (512K) . Space Quest (1 Mb) 
F-15 Strike Eagle Il D/S (Mb). -£19.95 Space Quest Ill . oe 
F-29 Retaliator (1Mb) . £9.99 Speedball Il D/S (512K) .. . 
Future Wars D/S £10.95 sTDragon ..... 
Heroquest ..... - £7.99 striker D/S 
Hoyles Book of Garis! Vol 1 DS. £11.29 Super Monaco G.P........ 
Hoyles Book of Games Vol 2 D/S .£11.29 Tennis Cup 2 D/S (512K) 
Impossible Mission 2 £6.95 Thomas the Tank Engine 2 
Indiana Jones & Last Crusade srieseure istarie DI : 
(Arcade Game) D/S a 
Indiana Jones & Last Crusade ROU: sissies 
(Graphic Adventure) D/S ..... £12.95 Xenon ll .. 
Indiana Jones & Fate of Atlantis .£8.75 2Out 

veces ses .£26.95 Zak Mckraken & Alien 

Jack Nicklaus Golf ...... £6.95 Mindbenders D/S 
James Pond (512K) ... . £6.95 
Kings Quest 4 . £12.95 
Knight of the Sky (XL) D/S (1Mb) £12.95 MOUSE MATS 
Last Ninja lll ...............-£9.95 Colour Blue, Red or Black 


INVERNESS, 


Leisure Suit Larry 2 D/S 
Leisure Suit Larry 3 D/S 

Loom (XL) (512K) 

Lotus Esprit-Trilogy . . 

Lotus 1,2 &3 

MI Tank Platoon D/S .... 
Manhunter in New York . 
Maniac Mansions 

Midwinter . peer 
Midwinter 2 Flames off Free . 
Operation Stealth 

Police Quest2 .. 

Populous Il (1Mb) 

Premier Manager 2 (1Mb) . 
Reach for the Skies . . 

Realms 

Simpsons Vs The space Mutants . 


- £6.95 


V Atari ST potted bb Software V 


ITEMS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. 


P&P IS FREE OVER £5.00 OTHERWISE 50P FOR P&P. 
EUROPE £2 PER TITLE. REST OF THE WORLD £3.50 PER TITLE. 


Obsession (1mb) (Demo) . .£2.99 


V3 5LS 


A 218M250s5 3295Png 1S Mew A 


TUMBLEVANE PDL 


(Dept 1), 6 West Road, Emsworth, Hamps' 
Telephone: Emsworth (0243) 370600 


GAMES AND ADVENTURES 
GM 135: 


GM 136; 
GM 137: 
GM 138: 
ADV 028: 
The Obscure Naturalist ADV 009: 
The Klingon War (Star Trek™) 1Meg ADV 032: Christian Adventure 
Snacman (Pacman clone} ADV 052: Heavy Bunch/Investigation 
Storball ADV 035: Deena 


Monopoly 

Fotemaster 

Psycho Pig 2 (2 disks) 

The Glass Buttock of Tharg 
Course Angler 

Insectroid 


9 great games on | disk 
HMEC Pacman Clone 
MAX - a mad platform game 
Darts 180 

A Night on the Town 

PORK 2 


Dave Munsie Game Collection - 


MUSIC AND MIDI 

Alchime Jr, Sequencer + 200 tracks mono 
Kawai K1<>K2, Hi-res, 1 Ml 

Yamaha SY22 Editor, Hires, 1 Mb 
Guitar Professional, learn those chords 
Roland ‘D’ series Sound Banks 


PACK OFFER 


ANY 5 DISKS £6.99 
HELPLINE FROM 8.30am - 11.30am 
PLEASE PHONE FOR DETAILS 


‘e PO10 7JT 


SPECIAL STARTER 


Score Perfect - At last a score writing programme which works in all resolutions | Meg 


ART AND GRAPHICS 
Paintpot, best half meg package AAG 5. 
Metafile Format Objects Cosmic Slide Show 
Creative Titles, Video titler Photochrome Version 3 
Atari Image Manager V1.96, 2 disks Clipart Judo & others 
Crockart¥1.36 Full English Manual 1Mb 3 Disk Set - Wedding Clipart £4.00 
Creative Titles 2 - 1 Meg Version AAI 


EDUCATIONAL 


Cosmic 4 Pyschedelic Art 


Maths Test for the under 10's 
Maite Made Easy 
Search, Bowie Human Anatomy 
Fooyety {Quiz} :— Chunne rench/Engish 
Telltale chemistry, GCSE Levels A,B,C | EAC 37: GCSE Maths 
Planetarium WORD PROCESSING & DTP 
ST Writer Elite WPD 22: Printing Press extras 
Printing Press + 15 new fonts WPD 24: DB Writer support disk 
DB Writer 
Typing Tutor 
‘Award Makes, now wih 286 lised awards 
cowards ond instucion, create your own 
DB Master, create your own etre 
5 Databa: ss, one has. goo do the job ¢ 
70,000 word spell checker UTA 01: 
Please pay by cheque or postal order only, payable to: Tumblevane PDL. 
Latest Update December 94 
Full catalogue disk for £1.00 or 50p with order 
Disk prices: £1-75 each. Postage included 


CAWodd 
Shipwreck (Maths Cartoon} 
Workout. A learning aid 


Fastcopy Ill + 3 more 
Sagrotan Virus Killer 
Astubank (Personal accounts} 


HP Chrome — print pics on HP deskjet 


WPD 35: Marcelle - The Word Processor 


German Translate, 27,000 words 


Fackock, Ino on over 240 counties, 4 disks 


Hitchhickers Utils with Dock Displayer 3 


Bloodhouse'’s latest offering is 
one of the best-looking games 
this year. Simon claws through 
the make-up to find out about 
the game lurking underneath. 


@ The big chaser. It'll go for you 
whereVer you are, and smack 
straight into you when you 
attempt to knock out the balls 
holding it together. What ate 
you going to do? 


Id games never die - they 
just come back five years 
later with better graphics 


on the next generation of hard- 
ware. Unfortunately, game design- 
ers never really caught on to the 
idea that while you can make a 
game look as wonderful as you like, 
you still have to include little things 
like gameplay. You have to be care- 
ful to keep the game’s attraction 
intact — it’s all too easy to ruin a 
game like Asteroids, for example. 
On first 
impressions, 
Stardust 
appears to 
have fallen 


into the familiar trap of reproduc- 
ing an old game with a flash new 
presentation but adding absolutely 
nothing to the gameplay. Indeed, 
the first level does little to change 
your opinion. Venture on through 
any of the other 29 levels however, 
and you soon realise there’s a great 
deal more to Stardust than a quick 
game of Asteroids... 

The game takes the standard 
Asteroids format: an overhead view 
of your ship, which offers rotation 

and thrust controls, and 
fires at slowly falling 
objects in zero-G 


J space on a wrap- 
fail around screen. The 
only real gameplay differ- 


Although Stardust doesn't strike you 
as a tactical game, the addition of 
extra weaponry adds interest. As well 
as the three-way gun you begin with, 
which is good for general-purpose 
boulder destruction, you slowly build 
up an array of weapons, powering 


them up as you play. Not surprisingly, 


the bad guys you meet tax your abil- 
ity to select the right weapon for the 


job, but anyway... 

3-way: your standard gun. Fires three 
bullets together, which slowly sepa 
rate, giving both range and blanket. 
Bouncer: bullets that not only dam- 
age their target, but bounce off, hit- 
ting anything else in their way. 


ence is that everything is 
much larger, effectively 
making the area of play 
smaller - so every rock in 
Stardust is permanently in 
your face, demanding to 
be dealt with. 


Hold on a minute 
Having merrily played 
through level one of Aster- 
oids, admittedly with 


@ It was when Derek showed 
me the battle plan in his 
maths book that | realised this 
wasn't exactly a professional 
operation | was on. 


Plasma: a continual, far-reaching 
stream of plasma bolts. Does fast 
damage to anything that stays still 
long enough 

Flamer: a flame-thrower. Excellent 
for immersing things in fire although 
it doesn’t quite have the same range 
as the other weapons. 

Burster: an excellent way to kill those 
big, slow bad guys. Charge up the 
burster and fire it for big hits (but 
bear in mind that they do take a fair 
old while to charge). 

Rockets: these are additional to your 
selected weapon, firing homing mis- 
siles from the sides of your ship to hit 
anything on screen. 


graphics to salivate over, your STE 
suddenly remembers it’s running 
Stardust. Suddenly, ‘90s game tech- 
niques click smoothly into place. 
This really comes into effect when 
you reach the end 
of the first world. 
Instead of the 
odd mothership 
bumbling aim- 
lessly across the 
top of the screen, 
as you'd expect, 
an enormous 
droid appears 
from nowhere 
and sweeps the 
screen of... well, you, basically. 
After you've defeated it, you 
switch perspective, moving into a 
warp section in which you fly down 
the long tunnel to the start of the 
second world. These warp tunnels 


STATUS DISPLAY 
WEAPON 3 wry 
BOWER LEWEL 


VSO ae 
“The graphics are 
raytraced and the 
colours must have 
been chosen by 
God (or someone 
close to him)” 
a TE) 


link the five Stardust worlds, each 
littered with deadly mines, boul- 
ders and blades. Some can be 


destroyed, but others sit solidly, 
ripping away your energy as the 
texture-mapped 
walls of the tun- 
nel slip quickly by. 
All you can do is 
shoot them or 
avoid them. 
Stardust looks 
flippin’ gorgeous. 
The graphics are 
superbly ray- 
traced, the anima- 
tion is smoother 
than you'll ever have seen before, 
and the colours must have been 
chosen by God (or someone very 
close to him). Although the back- 
drops are essentially just stills that 
add nothing to the gameplay, each 


Those mineS-will kill” 
you, but you can bomb 
"the rocks to clear'a safe 

“path through. 


@ The warp sections are 
pretty hairy, and it’s easy to 
get cut up over them. 


& The mission briefs, giving vital. So the big question here is whether 
advice on exactly what you can Stardust manages to rework an old 
pees eer eee ae ee gameplay concept and still come 
pace a little. 7 F p 

up with something new. To their 

credit, Bloodhouse have taken a 
and dirty tricks. It does won- solid original concept and come up 
ders for the soul to realise that — with a hundred and one modifica- 
with a little patience and a lot tions, making for an even better 


of thought ee game. The bal- 
you can work ance of reflex 
out how to “Stardust really and technique is 
kill particular is a fine tribute perfect, each 
baddies a new encounter 
provides utterly beautiful scenery who've rubbed you to an old classic, drawing ona It became apparent to the estate 
for your epic battle, out every time as well as an different skill. seat! Sons nnway aot meta 
The subdued music during they've caught a If Stardust 
the level selection turns into an sight of you. excellent game in has a bad point, 
upbeat techno track that comple- Every time its own right” it’s the difficulty it. If you end up approaching the 
ments the crazy, laser-toting action you get used to curve. Although third level with only one life, you'll 
perfectly. Events are punctuated what you're sup- SS you can record only ever have one life unless you 
with a few words of sampled posed to be doing you bump into your position, using the level code find another code. 
speech, making this a game that something new. This can make the system, you always re-enter the But pish to such minor gripes. 
you have to play with the sound game seem a little inaccessible, but game with the same number of Stardust really is a fine tribute to an 
up. Loud. it also gives Stardust enormous lives as you had when you received old classic, as well as an excellent 
longevity. You never get game in its own right. It feels good, 
Baddies to die for bored, because as soon as it looks great, and it's easily big 
And then, of course, there are the you manage to beat enough to keep you playing for a 
bad guys. Whether they're aster- everything you've come long time - after all, there are 30 
oids, rockets, giant cogs from the across so far you suddenly levels plus additional warp tunnels 
planet Schlop or whatever they're encounter a new con- and optional special missions. 
all spectacularly drawn, animated tender, who naturally Stardust is the latest in a 
and exploded. The sheer variety of appears equally unfath- recent line of excellent, not-so-cor- 
enemies far exceeds expectations, omable and merciless. porate releases, and it’s one you 
which can only add to Stardust’s must get. Not only will it show off 
attraction — every level offers a new ; Ling fies ‘ppseaaah,. Hh your machine, but it'll blow your 
enemy, each with its own charac- they’re too busy spitting mind as well. st 


teristics, movements, weak spots mines out to chop any up. SIMON FORRESTER 


As well as the standard Asteroid-style levels 

and the warp tunnel sections linking each ane 

world, there are a few extra bonus levels . . E J id 
added to give the game even more spice. { i - i 

The first encounter of this kind appears 7 a be 4 | e mini 
once you've completed every level of the 

second world. Set underwater, you jump 

into your ship and explore an enormous cav- 

ern network, the fragmented walls pulsating 


organically as you fly past. The objective of y » s ‘ a weapo! 
the level is purely personal gain — it’s lit- Lida oe ge eo % 
tered with extra lives and power-ups, and 7 J { § es 0 


becomes a race against time as your fuel 


level slowly drops, and is only sparingly 
revived by the occasional fuel pod. 


yoursilghtly float your s! . i _ page 
(Aa ' my : 3 _ acti 4 
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PIN 


The world’s first decellepin 
computer game has finally 
appeared on the Falcdyi, Fly 
through space, become a 
rock star, travel the Wild Wes 
railroad, experience your wo 
nightmares and fulfil your 
Pinball Dreams. Dodgy, eh? 


‘it’s finally arrived on the Falcon. 


ime coming. The 
: ersion of Pinball 
2ams appeared back in)1992 


id not arly three years later, 

Yep, just the Falcon. Not the ST, 
the ZX81 and not even (cue 

horror) the Spectrum! 


e were tailored for the 
Pinball Dreams is the 
pecific pinball game. 
at it’s going to blast 


, sound, speed and, oh, 


“everything, Surely? Erm, well 


except that it isn’t, largely because 
it doesn’t utilise the Falcon’s in- 
built technology. But I’m getting 
ahead of myself. Let me give you 
the full story... 


Lights, camera, 
action! 

Like Obsession, Pin- 
ball Dreams features 
four themed tables 
for you to bang 
your balls around. 
In ascending order 
of difficulty they 
are Ignition, Steel 
Wheels, Beat-Box 
and Nightmare. 
Actually, as Pinball Dreams came 
first, it’s fairer to say that Obsession 
followed the trend. 

The game'c comes ona single 


Light Europe, USA and World Tours in turn 
Ball tri 


Collect lit Tour bonuses, or jackpot with the 
Worldiiigur 


Light 
bonus ‘modifiers 


S 
Enables European chart 


ollect all lit bonuses 


- Raises European chart when hit 
- Light all arrows to enable single, then maxi 


modifier 


va 


If the Steel Wheels table itself hasn't 
already given away its Western origins, 


there’s a Country soundtrack to remind 


you of its theme. Yee-ha! 


=§ tarball and the original 


/o to infinity in terms of 


he 
*Could easily have 
been converted for 
the STE... The 
graphics lack the 
vibrancy and colour 
of Obsession” 
eee 


@ The Nightmare table offers by far the 
toughest challenge of Pinball Dreams. 
Exactly what you want, eh? 


As with Obsession, up to eight play- 
ers can get involved in any one 
game, which means you can take 
your eight-way battles to extra 
heights. There are differences, 
though. Unlike the five balls you 
get in Obsession, Pinball Dreams 
gives you just 
three chances 
to rack up the 
highest score 
possible (and 
thus lord it over 
all your mates). 
Such crowing is 
all part of the 
game, of 
course, and it’s 
no doubt 
largely respon- 
sible for that universal impulse to 
have “just one more go” that 
makes pinball so addictive as a 
competitive sport. 

All of the tables are similar in 


appearan and concept. There are 
allt andard bonuses that 
you tend to find on most tables, 


including a ‘jackpot’ feature com- 
mon to all four. However, as with 
the STE version of Obsession tl 
no multiball option, 
your breath 


nts like ‘Lost 
ir when you 


ply reminis- 
cent o it!’ message 
on the B ble featured 


Lighting up all the letters that 
make up the word ‘fuel’ enables 
you to blast off around the planets 
— of course, you have to flip the 
ball all the way up the left ramp 
first. Otherwise, it’s business as 
usual as far as the bonuses are con- 
cerned — lighting up ‘warp’ adds to 
your bonus multiplier while getting 
all of the letters of ‘ignition’ gives 
you the jackpot, which can be 
increased by hitting other bonuses. 

The Ignition table is designed 
to be the easiest of the four, but it 
still presents a challenge and works 
well. If nothing else it servesias a 
gentle introduction to playing Pin- 
ball Dreams which is, of course, its 
ultimate aim. 


Trainspotting 
The second table takes you back to 
the days of the Old West and, in 
particular, the railroads. Points are 
easy to rack up here. You see, while 
the instructions state that you need 
to hit the left and centre ramp 
alternately within five seconds of 
each other to score’a million 
points, you can actually get those 
points simply by knocking the ball 
twice around the same ramp - pro- 
vided you do it within the time 
limit. Considering that each ramp 
can only be accessed by one flip- 
per, the challenge of juggling flip- 
persito hit the ball up both ramps 
within five seconds is lost, remov- 
- ing the whole point of the bonus. 
Grumbles aside, Steel Wheels 
is still fun to play, although the fact 
that points can be scored so easily 
does detract from it slightly. That 
said, if you eas scoring millions of 


he rather g cree optic 
im Pii i Dreams. Fro 


any one of the fe 
y d I thought it serv 
p 1 eetatscoree™ Karen) 


F 


GAME REVIEW te LS Sb ee 


Rock Chicks 
The third table is based around the 
world of rock, and your attemptito 
conquer it by scoring a number ¢ 
hit in both Europe and the USA. 
This is my personal favourite, if © 
only because | harbour a secret 
desire to become a massive rock 
star and change the world as a 
result. Either that or become a 
dinosaur making tens of millions of 
dollars in 20 years’ time by doing 
reunion concerts in America. 
Various bonuses exist, 
enabling you to release singles, 
videos, albums and even movies. At 
the same,time yay’ re saying to rise 


up the h ani rican 
ca 


to thea as 
pean, Aner 


World tours. Hitting rine 


@ “Space, the final frontier...” Is that 
a required part of every Starship 
Captain‘s vocabulary, or just those 
who get a network TV show? 


with a desire to make it as a 
star, along with a sad belief 
that playing 
you closer to 


@ We have lift-off! Cruise the 
solar system with Pinball 
Dreams’ first table. But don't 
get lost in space! 


with an obsessive desire to collect 


first appeared all those years ago ce 
all the pinball games available you 4 


(Pinball Illusions and Pinball Fan- 

tasies have taken the crown on the 
non-Atari computers, while Obses- 
sion reigns supreme on the STI 
but it’s still good fun and wo! 
investing in, especial 
pinball and can’t wa 


ould and the — 
as you promise 


it’s a shame 
t aspire to be 
anything other than a faithful con- 
version. It doesn’t stretch the Fal- 
con’s impressive capabilities, and, 
truth be known, it could easily have 
been cofverted for the STE. It’s a 
more acgurate rendition of pinball 
in Obsession, in that the tables 
are less pinnae mission-ori- 
entated, but considering that the 
table designs are a major factor in 
Obsession’s success, Pinball Dreams 
misses out somewhat. 
~The graphiés are completely 
faithful to the o1 al Amiga 1200 


£24 21st Century 
Entertainment 
Distributed by 16/32 
Systems = 01634 710788 
Falcon only (RGB) 

Hard drive installable 


version, which sadly means they Highs 

lack the vibrancy and colour of @ Addictive 

Obsession — in fai ir hues cast @ Faithful conversion of 

quite a dour shade over the pro- Ghagh Etude 

ceedings at times. The music and Lows + 

sound effects are good, but again lm ...but perhaps too” © 
faithful 


they don’t exac 


of the Falcon’s har @ Doesn't push the 


inball Dreams is an extremely com- 
Falcon in any way 


petent conversion of the Amiga 
original, so if you're a pinball fan 


ISSUE 68 ST FORMAT 49) 


Sound: on 


Score:15 of 262 


When we heard Kixx had re- 
released the first of their Space 
Quest graphic adventure games 
on budget, we sent our very 


@ Though all your indicators are working perfectly, I’m afraid I’m going to have to 
Impound your ship because It clearly only has two buttons. 


Hmm. Back to the 
bad points 
An adventure 


more difficult than it needs to be, 
because as well as all the time you 
spend finding objects and solving 


SRE VR SET ES 


| own hero out there to save the 


world from gaming ignorance. 


oger Wilco is the chief sani- 
Pd tation engineer (aka the jani- 

tor) on the starship Arcada. 
His mission: to scrub the dirty 
decks... to replace burnt-out light- 
bulbs... TO BOLDLY GO WHERE NO 
MAN HAS SWEPT THE FLOOR! 

That's how the packaging 
reads, the gag painstakingly 
pointed out in capitals then 
rammed down your throat with an 
exclamation mark. It's then con- 
verted into a few other languages, 
just to be on the safe side (und sich 
tapfer dorthin wagen, wo niemand 
je guputzt hat!). Yup, Space Quest is 
a graphic adventure in the Monkey 
Island vein - a bloke wandering 
around accompanied by a host of 
cheap gags. 

You play Roger Wilco, the 
aforementioned bloke, who’s work- 
ing on the Arcada when, luckily, it 
happens to be hijacked by Sarien 
stormtroopers. Not so lucky for 
Roger perhaps, but it makes for a 
slightly more interesting 
game than a few hours of 
===) floor sweeping would. 


PPL LLP 


@ Though It wes fully functioning, Jeff couldn’t shake the 
feeling that he looked a little silly In the cat sult. Then he 
noticed that the airlock was open. Goodbye, Jeff. 


Space Quest is a 3D adventure, in 
which you use a mouse to direct 
Roger around the large blue steel 
ship, littered with the dead and the 
dying. However, given that this is 
the first in a series of 
five games, you'd 
expect to see problems 
or inconsistencies in the 
control system, and as it 
transpires they’re even 
more pronounced than 
you would expect. 

For example, the 
novel, convenient, 
mouse-based point ‘n’ 
click system for moving 
around is only used for 
walking — any other 
actions must be initi- 
ated using the classic 
text adventure method of typing in 
commands. This could easily have 
been avoided with a few icons, or 
active text areas, and is annoying in 
itself. This problem is compounded 
by the fact that when you are using 
text, the responses don’t hang 
around on screen, instead appear- 
ing and disappear- 
ing in boxes. Then 
there are the prob- 
lems that arise 
when you come up 
against obstacles. 
Steering Roger 
around a concrete 
corpse or convinc- 
ing him to skip 
around that door 
jam can really be a 
problem, espe- 
cially when you're 
in a hurry. 

All of this makes 
problem solving 


puzzles, there’s the extra time 
spent painfully steering toward the 
object you're trying to manipulate 
then being told you’re not close 
enough. Space Quest would almost 
be easier to play if it had been pro- 
grammed as a purely textual pro- 
gram rather than a graphic 
adventure, despite all its jokes, 
intrigue and puzzles. 


Score:2 of 262 


& While the professor lay dead on the floor, Jeff decided 
to take a look through the music collection. 


This is a problem that Monkey Island 
solves by presenting itself as more 
of a movie than a game - you just 
tell the ST vaguely where you want 
to go, and it delivers you to exactly 
the right spot. Space Quest, on the 
other hand, insists that you carry 
out all the petty lining up and 
steering yourself. Which means 
that you're reduced to getting 
stuck to walls and wondering why 
Roger won't move when there’s 
quite patently nothing in his way, 
and why, when the ship’s been 
overrun with marauding space 
aliens, he can’t muster anything 
above a slow plod. 


Of course, Space Quest does have its 
good points, the first being the 
humour which, though 

tiring at times, certainly 

helps lighten the tone of 

the game. 


of this kind needs - 
size. It’s probably pee | 
because of its extraneous graphic 
interface that Space Quest has too 
few locations. And within those 
locations there are so few features. 
If you examine a corpse in a text 
adventure, you come across the 
standard wallet, pass card, and 
maybe even a gun. In Space Quest 
people die alone and naked - the 
emphasis doesn’t lie in objects, but 
then, the emphasis doesn’t seem to 
lie anywhere else, either. 

Space Quest rides on the fact 
that it’s a graphic adventure, while 
forgoing essentials like puzzles and 
intrigue. Unfortunately, for a 
graphic adventure the graphics 
aren’t any good, nor is the sound. 
It’s a game in which you're reduced 
to wandering around ships and 
alien planets, wondering where 
everything is, then dying a sudden 
and unpredictable death. Fun. stf 

SIMON FORRESTER 


@ The bad guy walks on to the screen, 
and kills you before you have time to 
dodge. The game ends. That's fair. 


30% 


The quality tester played the 
game for a couple of minutes, 

then nodded with satisfaction. 
“Absolutely nothing new 


‘ 
i= 3 


he 16-bit computer revolu- 
F tion was responsible for a 

wealth of 3D games, massive 
text adventures, graphic adven- 
tures and strategy games. It also 
introduced a new breed of game: 
the ST platformer, which was 
instantly recognisable as making 
absolutely no use of the 16-bit 
computer's abilities. The ST plat- 
former isn’t a rare breed. A certain 
level of programmer senility has 
been reached, at which the idea of 
yet another cutesy bloke running 


there. Unleash it upon 
the market immediately.” 


sional object brightens up the 
place, as do the wobbly bad guys, 
who weave their predictable, brain- 
less patterns across platforms. From 
this point on, you should prepare 
to be annoyed. 


Brocolli 
The control system is a masterpiece 
of odd joystick designation: up and 
down moves lifts, not your little 
wizard. Other actions, such as 
jumping and manipulating objects, 
are controlled by the <Fire> button. 
To take a run up 
and jump, you have 
to hold a diagonal 
) and hit <Fire>, an 
uneccesarily com- 
plex way to time 
any manoeuvre. 
And before you 
even think about 
progressing any fur- 
7 ther you need to get 
the hang of the way 
the game moves. 
Lifts move erratic 
distances, then stop, 


@ He can magically throw rocks! Gasp! He can magically 
throw bits of metal! Gasp! He can, oh, what's the point? 
I’ve seen more magic on a Paul Daniels show. 


around another set of platforms 
seems like a great one. 

Spellbound is one of those 
platformers. It features Sortice the 
Wizard, and his attempt to rescue 
Poinat, his friend, by journeying 
through eight worlds with cheerful 
names such as the ‘dingy dungeons 
of death and destruction’, ‘subter- 
ranean slime pits of doom’ and 
‘domain of ghostly goings on’. 

The scene opens with Sortice 
standing on the left of a left-to- 
right scrolling level, built up of thin 
platforms, lifts and gaps. The occa- 


leaving you plough- 
ing off the edge 
into blackness when 
you thought you were still travel- 
ling upwards. Weapons describe 
arcs of motion seemingly designed 
with safety in mind, falling short 
before they do any damage. Aim- 
ing is a matter of standing the cor- 
rect distance from your moving 
target and repeatedly hitting <Fire> 


& There are a number of standard plots computer game authors insist on using In 
their work. Magical rescue attempts - a plot only really properly explored by Cecco 
in the Stormiord series - never work quite as well as they should. 


until the baddie walks into the 
rock’s path. 

There are other weapons. As 
your manna (magic power) 
increases, you can use a variety of 
weapons, from icy blast spells to 
fire walls to gems. But while these 
extra weapons can only be used 
properly when your manna is high 
enough, there's no indication 
of exactly what ‘high 
enough’ actually means. 
Attempt them with insuf- 
ficient manna and the 
weapon misfires, an event 
represented by a whirlwind 
engulfing Sortice. 

This is a platformer with 
absolutely nothing new about it. 
One of those games that makes you 
suspect there’s a computer some- 
where churning these out by the 
hard-drive load, changing the level 
design fractionally and adding a 
different set of cutesy graphics. All 
the programmer needs to do is 
think of the twist to ‘spice up’ the 
gameplay. Spellbound’s concession 
to gameplay is a two-player option, 
enabling Sortice’s brother 


Cerorapp to join in the simultane- 
ous two-player fun. Psygnosis have 
also recognised the need for a 
game like this to degenerate into a 
fist-fight, so the ability to shoot the 
other player has been included. 
Essentially, though, the two-player 
option simply enables two people 
to get bored together, as opposed 
to taking it in turns. 
The only area in which 
this game excels is mon- 
otony. You're either 
standing on a lift, work- 
ing around a simple 
obstacle or falling. The fact 
that you can only carry one 
object at a time makes the levels 
yet more repetitive; you have to 
traipse through them all over again 
to find the key that you couldn’t 
collect because you were weighed 
down with the massive encum- 
brance of the first key. 

Despite its obvious lack of 
originality as far as gameplay is 
concerned, Spellbound’s well pre- 
sented. It looks polished, if a little 
dull, and the sounds aren’t offen- 
sive, but if you’re looking for a 
demo of what your ST can achieve 
look elsewhere. st 

SIMON FORRESTER 


ell 


1 Meet Arthur. He 
spends his time 
snoozing at thebottom 


The new, improved ST Answers, 
in which we go into much more 
<q detail to give you even better 

‘ answers to your questions. 


Games on the Falcon Bubble Bobble and Scrabble, work on Programs created with STOS or GFA | 7 
use a 1MByte STE and I’m the Falcon? And will my BASIC pro- Basic are not very compatible with the | 
& thinking of upgrading to a grams with PRG file extensions work? Falcon and usually crash. 
Falcon030. Will any of my Samuel J Carroll, Blackpool, Lancs 


old ST games, like Rainbow Islands, 


The ale o030- sn fh Secret Myster eco 
ackwards you can rur e : , 
ST games on the Falcon. news for you. Some old ST | have several Atari STs 
games work on the Falcon & including a Mega STE 
and some don’t. To make 4/80. Inside the Mega STE, — ee = 
things a little more com- in front of the SIMM slots, arearow of — m Mystery switches in the Mega STE, at 
patible there’s a special DIP switches and a pair of empty sock- the bottom right of the motherboard. Do 
Falcon program called ets just to their right. | believe one ste ve What ie | ereitora anyonet 
Backwards, which enables switch enables the Desktop to be held eee! Visire cammletely stuek- 
more ST games to run on in memory and the others control dif- Desktop’ as you suggest. More impor- 
the Falcon. It’s reallyanST ferent boot-up options. I’m a bit wary tantly, no one | contacted in the ST 
emulator for the Falcon, of experimenting with the switches, so _ trade has a clue what the switches are 
and you can get it from could you tell me what they and the for either — including Atari. I’ve con- 
any PD library that stocks empty sockets are for? tacted Atari US and I’m waiting for the 
Falcon software. Peter Lee, Cheltenham specs for the Mega STE to arrive by post 
Remember, even though — hopefully this will determine what the 
you might be using A I've taken a quick look inside switches are for. 
Backwards, ST games are our Mega STE to refresh my In our Mega STE, there are no 
not guaranteed to work. memory. Yes, there is a bank of eight empty sockets to the right of the DIP 
All programs gener- DIP switches in front of the SIMM sock- switches. There’s a couple of empty 
ated with HiSoft Basic 2 ets. Unfortunately | don’t have a clue places on the motherboard where sur- 
should work without prob- what they're for, although it’s unlikely face-mounted chips can be soldered just 
| lems on the Falcon. that any of them would ‘enable the to the right of the SIMM sockets. 


Desk Files _Icons 


When | boot up in medium resolution hard drive. Is this a problem with the 
using TOS 2.06 and the DESKICON.RSC software or with TOS 2,067 


file from Cover Disk 48, | can get four Kevin Wade, Isle of Wight 

icons vertically down the Desktop. 

However, if | modify the DESKICON.RSC Editing the icons in the DESKI. 
file in any way, using Makeicon and Icon CON.RSC file shouldn’t make 
Juggler (also on Cover Disk 48), | can any difference to the way the icons are dis- 
only get three icons vertically. | get this played on screen. The display information 
problem whether | boot from floppy or for the Desktop icons is contained in the 


Desk File Edit 


NM 


Total 100 


‘i a eM K 
50 Si $2 53 34 $5 56 
ent File 


Video file MOD file MIDI file Clock CPX module Accessory ZIP 


2 A 59 di i 


Color of Icon Color of nask 


& Go design crazy with Makeicon from Cover Disk 48. You can also use it to 


create icons for KAOSDesk, which was on last month's Cover Disk. 


60 61 
COVER DISK VIRUS KILLER NEWDESK.INF file, which isn’t affected by may be corrupt, Drag it to the bin and 
either Makeicon or Icon Juggler. create a new NEWDESK.INF using the 
v ( v | v fA ST (ca) There are a couple of things you can Save Desktop’ command. If it’s too 
M 4096 (0) check. First make sure you use the ‘Save large, the NEWDESK.INF file sometimes 
bal S * a = ICON ° sound Desktop’ command from the Options becomes corrupt. 
cubase Ed WISIC TV ieciaia menu when you've rearranged your Finally, make sure that your DESKI- 
Desktop layout. If you don't save the info CON.RSC file is less than 64K— TOS 2.06 
: then you simply get the originaliconlay- _ can’t cope with it if it’s any larger. It’s a 
Once you've designed your icons for TOS 2.06, you need to sort them out. out when you re-boot your ST. good idea to restrict the number of icons 
Which is exactly what Icon Juggler does for you. Clever stuff. Alternatively, your NEWDESK.INF file in the DESKICON.RSC file to about 150. 


FORMAT ISSUE 68 


@ It’s certainly unusual for people to 
have any problems with System 

Solution’s MiniS hard drives. They’re 
the most reliable hard drives around. 


Hopefully with those full specifications 
from Atari US | should be able to let you 
know next month, 


Hard drive horror 


!am having trouble with 
© my 270MByte MiniS hard 
drive, which I’ve only had 


for a couple of months. | think | have a 
corrupted boot sector, which has led 
to my Drive C partition disappearing. 
When | open the drive window | get 
the message ‘0 bytes in 0 items’ in the 
information bar. When | use Diskspace 
1,07 to check the drive it tells me that 
the correct amount of space is avail- 
able. And other software tells me that 
the FATs are different. | now have to 
boot my hard drive from floppy disk 
every time. 

On my other partitions | have 
problems like illegal cluster links, too 
many subdirectories and invalid sub- 
directories. Is there any software that 
can fix these problems? I’ve contacted 
System Solutions, but they simply 
advised me to reformat the complete 
drive. Surely this is a bit harsh? 

Susan Carey, London SE25 

A Unfortunately, Susan, it looks 

as though the data on parti- 

tion Cis gone for good. There's little or 
nothing you can do to fix the problem 
and recover your data. And judging from 
your other comments, it looks as though 
you may lose the data on your other 
partitions if you aren’t careful. 

| know it’s a pain, but you'll have 
back up your partitions to a large heap 


of floppy disks and reformat your hard 
drive using your ICD software. It’s the 
only solution, I’m afraid. If you still have 
problems with the drive after reformat- 
ting it may be because of a physical 
problem with the drive itself. Contact 
System Solutions ® 01753 832212 and 
they should replace the drive if it is less 
than a year old. 

Get Diamond Edge from HiSoft 
AVR (£49.95 ® 01525 718181). It’s the 
best hard drive diagnostic and repair 
software you can get for your ST. Use 
Diamond Edge for a weekly diagnostic 
report and if you find any problems then 
you can fix them immediately. | always 
use Diamond Edge at least once a week 
to check my hard drive — after all, the 
data on it is vital. 

You can also use Diamond Edge to 
format your hard drive, make back-up 
copies of your data and undelete acci- 
dentally erased files. It’s a great tool. 

Oh, by the way. According to the 
printout you sent me you have one parti- 
tion of 26,336 bytes and five of 
100,494 bytes. This means that you 
have a 516MByte drive, not a 
270MByte drive — unless the data is 
really screwed up. 


Cheap and nasty 


I've been having a lot of 
& trouble recently with my 
internal disk drive. It 


refuses to read certain disks, and flags 
them as being faulty. The bizarre thing 
is that my external drive can read the 
disks with no problems. 

| was about to replace the inter- 
nal drive when | realised that all the 
disks | was having trouble with were 
cheap, unbranded disks. Since I’ve 
transferred the data to new, branded 
disks | haven’t had any trouble. 

What puzzles me is that the 
doday disks were read easily by Drive 
B, but reported as being faulty by 
Drive A. What's the reason for this? 
Brian Douglas, Morecambe, 
Lancs 

A Well, the main problem you 
had was with cheap, 


al| 20; 443, 136|| 77. 
6l| 452, 608 
12)| 12, 126; 06 


§ Get yourself a copy of Diamond Edge from HiSoft/AVR and use it regularly! It's 
the best hard drive fault finding and repair program you can gét for your ST. 


ST ANSWERS HELP! 


B Obsession. When a game designer says 


unbranded disks. You've solved that 
problem yourself. If your ST is an older 
model then it’s possible that the 
read/write head in the disk drive is 
slightly out of alignment. This means 
that it’s harder for the drive to read data 
from disks that were formatted before 
the head went out of whack, or in 
another drive, but your external drive 
can read them perfectly. 

Similarly, if the data on a disk is 
slightly damaged or corrupt it’s harder 
for an out-of-alignment drive to read the 
data than a perfectly aligned drive. You 
may find that you start to have trouble 
reading disks again in the future. If that 
happens, you should consider getting a 
replacement internal drive for your ST. 
We've reviewed a high density internal 
drive kit on page 39. 


Having a blitter bother 


4, fl had a blitter chip in my 
4MByte STFM would it 
NS enable me to run STE-only 


games like Grandad and Obsession? 
Does fitting the blitter chip change an 
STFM into an STE? 

DJ Barnett, Stoke-on-Trent 


a 


sit 


| 


eee 


a game is STE-only, he means it, I'm afraid! 
A No, having a blitter chip 
installed in your STFM doesn’t 
magically turn it into an STE. After all, if 
you put a Mondeo engine into a Mini, 
the Mini doesn’t become a Mondeo. 
When games and other software are 
labelled ‘STE-only’ it means it only runs 
on the STE or better. The software won't 
run on older systems like the STFM, 


Upgrade crazy 


| have a 520STFM which | 
& want to turn into a 
Falcon030. Then | want to 


turn it into a Lighthouse Tower and 
add a CD-ROM drive and 14MBytes of 
RAM. Is this possible, and if so, where 
do | get everything from and what will 
it all cost? 
Darren Brown, Brighton 
A Eh? (Checks date on letter to 
see if it’s an April fool joke.) 
Sorry, Darren, you can’t change your 
STFM into a Falcon030, but you can 
change your STFM for a Falcon030. 
To get everything you want for 


your upgrade, call System Solutions on 
® 01753 832212 and tell them exactly 


what you want. They'll doubtless be 
happy to quote you a price for the sys- 
tem you describe. 

Here’s a rough guide to the prices. 
A Falcon030 with 14MBytes of RAM, 
14-inch mono monitor and 1GByte hard 
drive costs around £1,800. The 
Lighthouse Tower case costs about 
£200 and an Apple 300e CD-ROM drive 
costs about £290 for the Falcon030. 
That's a grand total of £2,290. And the 
best part of the deal is that you don’t 
have to get rid of your STFM. 


Dead ST 


| have a 1040STE which 
GS stopped working when | 
was loading a picture. | 


have checked the power cable and the 
fuse in the plug and they are okay. 
There is still no power getting through 
to the ST, and the power light doesn’t 
come on. 

Lawrence Stromski, Barnstable, 


Devon 
A It sounds as though you have 
a problem with the power 
supply unit (PSU) inside your ST. It could 
be as simple as an internal fuse blowing 
or the whole PSU may have failed, You 
need to get a replacement PSU or have 
your STE examined by a repair centre. 
Analogic Computers have an 
excellent repair service for £59.95 anda 
next day courier collection service for an 
extra £6. Give them aring on = 0181 
546 9575 and explain the problem. 
They'll be happy to give you advice. 


In living colour 


I've just got a 1040STE and 
&2: Philips 8833Mk2 colour 
monitor. | want to buy a 


N THE MA 


Looking for a colour printer? Why not plump for the FORMAT Gold winning 
Epson Stylus Colour printer reviewed last month? A snip at a tad under £450. 


colour printer, but I’ve been told that 
no printer drivers are available for 
colour printers and the STE. Is this 
true? What colour printer would you 
recommend | buy? 
James Quinn, Omagh, Co Tyrone 
A While it may be true that 
many early paint programs for 
the ST don’t support colour printing, 
most of the new paint packages — such 
as True Paint — do. Even if you have an 
older program like Degas Elite or 
NeoChrome, you can always use 
Imagecopy Colour 3.5 CD (which scored 
93% last month) to print in colour. It’s 
available from FaST Club = 0115 945 
5250 for £34.95. 

It must be stressed that 
Imagecopy only enables you to print 
graphics files — you can’t use it to print 
word processor or FTP files in colour. If 
you use software that’s compatible with 
SpeedoGDOS 5.0 (from Compo 
Software t 01487 773582), like 
Papyrus Gold and AtariWorks, you can 


aso your prol 


use the SpeedoGDOS printer drivers to 


generate colour output. The drawback 


with SpeedoGDOS is that you need at 
least 2MBytes of RAM installed to use it. 
It’s difficult to recommend one 
colour printer over another. All of the 
Star range of colour printers are very 


good, as is the Canon BJ600 colour and 


§ A photdgraph-of the USS Voyager from 
-the new series Star Trek: Voyager, which 
pretiiéred in the US in January, Th 
image was downloaded from the 

Star Trek Files topic on CIX. 


y 


. 


CHINE 


1. Keep all disks write-protected until 
you need to save data on to them. 

2. Buy Ultimate Virus Killer 6 from 
Reader Offers (page 69). Now. 

3. If you can’t afford UVK 6 (it’s onlya 
tenner!) then get a PD virus killer. 

4. Check all new disks you get from your 
friends or PD libraries. You never know 
what may be lurking on them. 

5. Remember that some viruses can 
infect your hard drive. 


UUK_6_0D, PRG 


the Hewlett Packard 500C. It’s up to you 
whether you need dot matrix or inkjet 
output. The 24-pin dot matrix printers 
produce very good output, but not quite 
up to inkjet standard. Inkjet output, 
however, can be messy if you pick up the 
hard copy before the ink is dry. 

Give First Computer Centre a call 
on ® 0113 231 9444. They havea 
range of colour printers available, which 
start at £145 for the Star LC240C 24- 
pin colour printer. 


Expensive BBS 


| know what a bulletin 
©»: system is, but when | 
logged on to CIX it asked 


me for my credit card number. | 
thought BBS services were free. 
Vernor Vinge, Erdington, 


Birmingham 
A CIX stands for the Compulink 
Information eXchange - it’s 
not a standard BBS. CIX is a commercial 
on-line service offering millions of items 
of data on thousands of subjects. There 


6. Thinking “it'll never happen to me” is 
just asking for it. 

7. Never use a virus killer on a commer- 
cial game disk, ‘cos you'll erase it. 

8. Always back up important floppies. 
9. If you don’t have a commercial 
backup program use Back Up, which is 
included on the Cover Disk every month. 
10. Never use a virus killer that just 
blanks the boot sector. Many programs 
store code in the boot sector. 


: ersion 6, | 
Written by Richard Karsmakers 
| 


Douglas Communications 


P.O, Box 119 
Stockport 


Cheshire SK2 64H 


England 


Seek'n'Destroy Viruses 


UK 6.6 Information 


| Restore Disks 


Syston States 


Quit to Desktop 


is a standard quarterly charge and 
charges for the time you spend on-line. 
This means that you're charged by the 
minute for the time you spend con- 
nected to CIX, and you also have to pay 
the phone bill for the time you spend 
connected. Using CIX during off-peak 
periods will keep the cost of your phone 
bills down. 

Many people think CIX is a part of 
the Internet but it’s not; it’s a completely 
independent service. However, you can 
use CIX in a limited way if you want to 
access certain features of the Internet 
using a gateway —a link between CIX 
and the Internet. Using the gateway, 
you can send e-mail to and receive e- 
mail from the Net, use ftp mail and 
access Usenet newsgroups. 

CIX is a very useful service, offer- 
ing plenty of official on-line help and 
support from software houses. There are 
also hundreds of special interest areas 
ranging from music to science fiction 
and TV. Whatever your interest, there’s 
probably an area on CIX devoted to it. 

If you want to connect to a free 
BBS, why not try AdLib? It’s run by Andy 
Curtis and Frank Charlton and has spe- 
cial ST FORMAT support and chat areas. 
The BBS runs on an ST at speeds of up to 
14,400baud, 24 hours a day. You can 
connect to the AdLib BBS by dialling 
® 0191 370 2659 with your modem. 


Who gives a TOS? 


I've been getting weird 
messages from my ST 
when using some pro- 


grams. What are TOS Error #34 and 


TOS Error #39? What do they mean? 
Where can | find a list of the TOS 
errors? I’m quite new to using com- 
puters and I’m completely baffled by 
these strange messages. 

M Davies, Newton-le-Willows, 
Merseyside 


A The TOS Error messages are 

there to let you know that 
your ST has a problem with the software 
it’s running. Unfortunately, the ST user 
manual doesn’t actually tell you what 
the error messages mean. 

TOS Error #34 means ‘Path not 
found’, which means your ST has 
become confused and can’t find the 
directory path it was expecting to use. 
This usually occurs after swapping disks 
when you're at the Desktop. The direc- 
tory information is supposed to be 
updated whenever you swap disks, but 
sometimes it doesn’t notice that the 
disks have been swapped. Pressing the 
<Esc> key at the Desktop after changing 
disks forces your ST to read the drive. 

TOS Error #39 means ‘Out of 
memory’, which is often another direc- 
tory-related problem. This time your ST 
is trying to store more copies of the 
directory information than it has room 
for. When it tries to store more directory 
information in the area of memory 
assigned to store this information, it 
can’t, and gives you the ‘Out of mem- 
ory’ alert. The fix for this problem is to 
order the Folder1 00 program from any 
PD library and install it in your Auto 
folder. This program increases the 
amount of memory available to store 
directory information. 


ST ANSWER 
EEE Ne 


Install your own Audio Out port on 
your STFM using our DIY feature from 
issue 62. Oh yes, we certainly revel in 
our techie-ness here at ST FORMAT. 


Sound output 


Is there any way | can con- 
I nect external speakers to 
my STFM? | need the 


speakers so | can listen to MOD files 
properly in stereo. I’m not worried 
about having to take my ST apart or 
do any soldering. 

Karl Gosling, Sudbury, Suffolk 


A You can add external phono 
sockets to your STFM using 
the DIY project featured in ST FORMAT 
62 (turn to page 79 if you missed it). 
Performing the upgrade should take 

about 45 minutes. 

The only problem is that the 
sound output is restricted to mono 
because the STFM just doesn’t have 
stereo capability. You could always link 
two phono sockets in parallel or use a 
phono line splitter to give you two 
(mono) connections. 


Memory, not disk drives! 


| have a 520STE and I’m 
Ge getting an external 
1MByte drive. When | get 


the drive, does this mean that | can 
then run 1MByte software like 
Calamus 1.09N? 

Bruce Gibson, Bellshill, 
Lanarkshire 


A Sorry, Bruce, but adding a 
1 MByte external drive doesn’t 


increase the memory of your STE. The 

software you refer to requires 1MByte of 
memory chips installed, not an external 
double-sided disk drive. Remember that 
your STE already has a 1MByte internal 


s HELP! 
ET : 


double-sided disk drive. You can increase 
the memory in your STE to 1MByte by 
adding two 256K SIMMs — small mem- 
ory boards that plug into two empty 
sockets inside your machine. Call Compo 
Software ® 01487 773582 and ask 
them about their STE SIMM memory 
upgrades and explain that you want to 
increase the RAM in your STE to 1MByte. 
The upgrade kit only costs £9.99 and 
comes complete with full fitting instruc- 
tions. The whole upgrade takes about 
25 minutes to install. 


Second drive 


€ I’m thinking of buying an 
external disk drive but I’m 
= not sure how to install the 


new disk drive icon on to my ST’s 
Desktop. Do | need to install it using a 
special GEM Desktop menu? Will | still 
get the message ‘Insert Disk B into 
Drive A’ in the same way as | do now 
when | use Drive B for file copying? 
Paul Levy, Newport, Gwent 


A The GEM Desktop always dis- 
plays two disk drive icons 
even if the internal drive is the only disk 
drive connected. If there isn’t an external 
drive connected you get the ‘Insert Disk 
B into Drive A’ message you mentioned 
when you click on the Drive B icon. This 
is because the operating system acts as 
if there are always two disk drives con- 
nected. When you click on the Drive B 
icon ona single-drive system the operat- 
ing system asks for the Drive B disk to be 
inserted. This ‘virtual’ Drive B is present 
in the operating system to make it easier 
to copy files from one floppy disk to 
another on a single-drive system. 

All you have to do to install an 
external disk drive is connect it to the 
external drive port. When you power up 
your external disk drive and your ST —in 
that order —you can access a floppy disk 
in the external drive by simply clicking 
on the Drive B icon on the Desktop. 

There's no need to install the drive 
using any software. The operating sys- 
tem of your ST automatically detects 
when a second drive has been connected 
to it, and will automatically route all 
Drive B disk access directly to it. That’s 
all there is to it! st 


AND FINALL 


No, not a strangely shaped vegetable or a dog that says “Sausages”. Just a plea 
for help from Ken Smart in Derby and another from Robert Lambert from West 


Newbury in the US. 


Ken says: “I'm looking for information about a hard drive controller: the Atari 
ST 506 I/F made by PCML Ltd, 1987. If any ST FORMAT reader has any information 


| would be happy to reimburse them for any help they can give me.” Well, there 


you have it. If you can help Ken then 
drop him a line at: 130 Boulton Lane, 
Alvaston, Derby DE24 OFG. 


Robert Lambert is a new ST owner 
living in the US. He has several STs and 


wants to know if there are any ST user 


groups he can contact in the USA. If you 
know of any, let us know at ST FORMAT, 
or write to Robert at: 470R Main Street, 


West Newbury, MA 01950, USA. 


Send your ST Answers questions, 
hints and tips to Clive either by 
e-mailing him at: 
cparker@futurenet.co.uk or 
clive@netmag.cityscape.co.uk 
or post them directly to: ST 


Answers, ST FORMAT, 30 Monmouth _ 


Street, Bath, Avon, BA1 2BW. 
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HELP! 


Can you tell me how I check 
whether or not a file exists? If it 
does, how do | then find out its size 
and date, and whether it is read 
only or not? 

R Shore, Darlington 


There are various ways of checking for 
the existence of a file. Using the 
Gemdos Fsfirst call is one of them, and 
since this also returns the file’s attrib- 
utes, including date and file size, you 
might as well use it. 

The information is returned in a 
structure called the DTA or Disk 
Transfer Address. The first thing that 
must be done is to set up our own DTA, 
using the Fsetdta call. If we don’t, then 
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Fsfirst function will overwrite some 
important system information, and 
that could land us in deep trouble. And 


you don’t want that. 
rsreset 
resvd rs.b 21 
fattr rs.b 1 
ftime rs.w 1 
fdate re.w 1 
fsize rs.l 1 
fname rs.b 14 
sizeof_dta rs.w0 
sizeof_dta rs.w0 
move.1 #Dta,-(sp) 
text 
move.w #511111, - (sp) 
move.1 #path, - (sp) 
move.w #$4E, -(sp) 
trap #1 Fefirst 
addq.1 #8, ep 
data 
path de.b "A: \MYPILE.FLE", 0 
loop cmp.w #0,d0 
bne finished 
move.1 #Dta,a2 
btst.b #4,21(a2) 
bne next 
next move.w #$4F, -(sp) 
trap #1 
addq.1 #2,8p 
bra loop 


the %11111 means you are looking for 
all types of file 


Our resident assembly expert, Tony Wagstaff, 


straps on his Gucci chaps and prepares to ride off 
into the distant data planes, his horse kicking up 
clouds of logic as it thunders across the horizon. 


§ Zero-5 is a good de 
what you can do in. machi 
helps to pretty the 


#$1A, - (sp) 


move.w 
trap #1 ©Fsetdta 
addq.1 #6,sp 
bss 

Dtads.b sizeof_dta 


The above listing shows the format of 
the DTA. The first 21 bytes are 
reserved, the next byte holds the file 
attributes, bit 0 indicates a read-only 
file if set, bit 1 a hidden file, bit 2 a sys- 
tem file, bit 3 a volume label, bit 4a 
subdirectory and bit 5 indicates the 
archive bit is set. The next long holds 


(this is what you're looking for) 
This will be 0 only 
if a file has been found 


This tells you if 
you've found a folder 


Fenext 


ee | 


onstration of just 
le. It also 
age up 


the time and date, followed by the file 
size. Finally comes the filename itself. 

Once you've relocated the DTA 
you can call Fsfirst. This takes two 
parameters, the address of the path of 
the file (if you only specify the file- 
name, without the path and drive, 
then the current directory will be 
assumed), and a word value, with the 
same format as the file attributes. 
Fsfirst will only return information 
about those files that have one or 
more of the attributes specified in this 
second parameter. A listing using 
Fsfirst looks like box one. If the search 
is successful, dO will contain zero, oth- 
erwise a negative GEMDOS error, 
which is how you check for the file’s 
existence. This will be -33 if the file 
couldn't be found, or -34 if the path 
couldn't be found. 

It’s worth knowing that you can 
use the * and ? wildcards in the file 
Specification. Used in conjunction with 
the Fsnext call, you can search for a 
number of files in a directory. Say the 
filepath is D:\FOLDER\*.*, calling 
Fsfirst returns the first file in the 
\FOLDER\ directory, check dO for zero 
to see if one exists. If successful, you 
can then call Fsnext over and over, 
until it returns non-zero in dO, fora 
complete listing, as in box two. 


bly Pointers 


Now you use Fsnext to look for the next 
file, as in box three. 

Register corruption 
| want to accept key input for a file- 
name, print each key press on the 
screen, then store the key in (a0) to 
use later to load the file. However, | 
can’t figure out how to move the 
key into (a0) after I’ve printed it to 
the screen. 

Malcolm, bolton.ac.uk 


Malcolm is using the Gemdos call 
Cconout to print each keypress to the 
screen, after he’s collected the keypress 
in dO, An important point to remember 
about Gemdos calls is that they use 
registers a0-a2 and d0-d2, so the val- 


ues they hold are likely to be different 
after the trap command. 

Since they are corrupted in this 
way, they are not much use for storing 
values. This means that the value of 
the keypress needs to be moved out of 
d0, and an address register other than 
a0-a2 needs to be used as the filename 
pointer instead. 

Perhaps an easier way of 
inputting a string in this way would be 
to use the Gemdos Cconrs call, because 
this automatically echoes the key- 
presses to the screen, and handles 
backspaces, deletes, and so on, as well 
as being able to specify the maximum 
number of keypresses. Better still for 
inputting a filename, use the AES file 
selector with the fsel_input call. 
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o you know a little about GFA 
S$ Basic. You've struggled for 

months — perhaps years — on 
little bitty routines, and now you're 
wondering how to put it all 
together? The answer may surprise 
you — turn off your computer! Yes | 
know it seems like a backward step, 
but in the long run it makes every- 
thing easier. 

What you need to do is sit 
down and create an outline of what 
your program is to do. In the dia- 
gram called ‘The Initial Idea’ you 
can see a small flow chart showing 
the way the program works, and it’s 
from this small beginning that the 
final program will spring into life. 
For the example, what the program 
actually does isn’t important. 

I've called the procedure in 
the example LOGO, and you can see 
that it’s an introduction screen to 
the program (see the ‘Expanding 
LOGO’ diagram). In the expanded 
window you can see that I’ve noted 
down everything that | want to 
occur in the procedure, and again, 
it’s still written in plain English. The 
next step is to write out the code 
for the procedure on paper, work- 
ing out screen co-ordinates and the 
placement of all text and prompts. 
This could be written as we've 
shown in box one. 

Now you can type in the pro- 
cedure, knowing that the text 
output will be placed in exactly the 
correct position the first time the 


¥ 
REM procedure to display the registered user and serial number of the 
REM A$,B$,x,y,z are NAME, LOCATION(TOWN), Phone number, PT1 & PT2 of — 


REM the serial number. 
PROCEDURE SERIAL_INF(A$,B$,x,yY,Z) 


REM localise x,y,z,K$ so that they have no effect on the rest of the program. 


LOCAL x,y, 2, KS 
cis 

PRINT AT(10,10); "Registered user 
PRINT AT(10,12) ;"Location 
PRINT AT(10,14) ;"Phone Numbe: 
ysytz 


2" 7R8 * name 
* area 
" phone 
' do maths on serial number 


Mac Marsden has been answering your GFA 
queries for years now, so this month we gave 

him the chance to impart a few hints and tips 
that you should follow when programming in 
any language, particularly GFA Basic. 


GFA Answers 


program runs, and that you're not 
going to have to spend hours alter- 
ing the co-ordinates of the PRINT 
AT commands to get things right. 
As you can see in ‘The completed 
LOGO screen’, the final output is 
where we require it to be. 

It’s a good idea to use a grid 
showing the pixel and text column 
layout of the screen under a sheet of 
plastic. This enables you to mark 
positions for your current program, 
then wipe it clean ready to design 
the layout of your next program. 
This really does make programming 
easier and less time-consuming. 


Keeping track 

What happens a year after you've 
written your program and a friend 
wants a customised version of it for 
himself? Well, if you haven't anno- 
tated your program it can be 
surprisingly difficult to remember 
what the code actually does. 

It’s for this reason that you 
should note what each section and 
each variable does by using REM 
statements within the program. 
Yes, it’s another of those annoying 
jobs that you usually can’t be both- 
ered with, but you probably won't 
remember what your code does 
otherwise, particularly if it’s a large 
and complicated program. Getting 
into the habit of making REM state- 
ments will also help you in the 
future, especially if you're thinking 
of becoming a professional pro- 
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Loco 

MAIN_MENU 

END 

PROCEDURE LOGO 
cLs 
‘ NO COLOUR CHANGE REQUIRED, USING DEFAULT HI-RES 
PRINT AT(28,10);"ST FORMAT's - NEW TEXT EDITOR" 
PRINT AT(33,12);"Author: Mac Marsden” 


PRINT AT(10,16) "Serial Number :";y * serial number 
PRINT AT(10,20);"Press any key to start program." 
REM repeat /until loop waits for a key to be pressed, then return to main menu 
REPEAT . 
KS=INKEY$ 
UNTIL K$>"" 
RETURN 


Free computer! 


Okay, that’s got your full and undivided attention. If you 
would like me to look into a GFA Basic problem in more detail 


than we've covered in the past, drop mea line at ST FORMAT 
or send me an e-mail at: mac@mentor.demon.co.uk 


PRINT AT(10,15);"This program is shareware with some functions disabled, 


if you would" 


PRINT AT(10,16);"like a full working copy please send $15 to anyone at ST 


FORMAT." 


PRINT AT(30,20);"Press any key to continue." 


age" 
REPEAT 
A$=INKEY$ 
UNTIL AS>"" 
cLS 
RETURN 
PROCEDURE MAIN MENU 
‘ PLACE YOUR CODE HERE 
RETURN 


grammer — no matter which lan- 
guage you choose to work in. 

Take a look at the example in 
box two and you can see that evena 
small piece of code is easy to follow 
if it’s annotated and labelled. But 
while it’s much easier to see what 
the code does if notes have been 
added, it’s pointless annotating 
commands like: CLS or: PRINT 


AT(10,20);"Press any key to 
start program.” because these 
commands are obvious and don’t 
require further explanation. 


& The initial idea. 


These now should be broken 
“S| down info more defall so 
Fi that eventually you will have 


NB - at this slage we are sfil using 
English and not GFA Basic, 


‘ST FORMATS - NEW TEXT EDITOR 
Author: Mac Marsden 


Press any key fo continue. 


J a flow chart with your program. 


This program Is shareware with some funcfions disabled, If you would 
like a full working copy please send $15 fo anyone at ST FORMAT. 


More hints 

While designing and coding your 
program keep all the bits of paper 
you've used either stapled together 
or in a folder, no matter how small 
and insignificant they may seem. 
The smallest note you made at the 
time you wrote the program could 
become the most important piece 
of paper in the world if you can’t 
find it. Also, keep back-up disks of 
your source code with your docu- 
mentation as well as in your back-up 
disk box. Now the fun begins... 


@ Expanding LOGO. 


Clear the screen, 
Set screen colours, 
Print program tite, 
Print Authors name, 
Print other details (sharewareffelephone) 
nompt user for keypress or mouse click 


@ The completed 
LOGO screen. ge 
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he Internet is a vast resource 

‘ i for all kinds of data anda 

i great way to exchange infor- 
mation in general, but what does it 
have on offer for us musicians? 
Ready yourself for a once-only, 
whistle-stop tour of music resources 
for you and your ST on the Internet. 


Newsgroups 

As you may be aware, newsgroups 
on the Internet can contain files as 
well as messages. This is achieved by 
UUEncoding file archives so that 
they can be transmitted as plain 
text. The UUE files can then be eas- 
ily converted by using Esscode on 
your ST. Let’s have a look at the 
newsgroups available. 


alt.binaries.sounds.music 
Excerpts from a wide variety of 
music, including chart music and 
albums, all in the form of sound 
samples. These are often in WAV 
format but Soundlab on your ST will 
cope with them effortlessly. 


alt.binaries.sounds.mods 

We downloaded a few MODs from 
here and they made great listening. 
Play them back on your ST using 
Juke Box or U_Track. 


alt.binaries.sounds.midi 

Just what it promises: loads of MIDI 
files to grab and load into your 
sequencer. Be sure to contribute 
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A Sugar Cubes logo, which we 
downloaded from the Internet. 
There's loads of stuff like this out 


there if you take the trouble to find it. 


Andy Curtis, our music guru 
extraordinaire and Ad.Lib SysOp, 


this month dips his toes into the frenzied 
world of music and MIDI on the Internet. 


Music & MIDI 


your creations as well - that’s what 
the Internet is all about. 


alt.music.? & rec.music.? 

These are two big series of news- 
groups. Between them they cover 
almost every aspect of music and 
MIDI discussion. Some groups are 
dedicated to a particular artist, 
some to a style of music and others 
to specific software. 


alt.steinberg.cubase 

All about, er... Cubase. Remember 
that Cubase is available for a num- 
ber of different computers and not 
all the comments will directly relate 
to the version of Cubase you have. 


Mailing lists 

A mailing list is much like a news- 
group, only it uses the Internet 
e-mail system. Once you have sub- 
scribed to the mailing list you will 
receive all the messages people 
write, but as personal e-mail. One 
example of a good mailing list to be 
on if you have an interest in Cubase 
is the Cubase-users mailing list. You 
can subscribe by sending e-mail to: 
<majordomo@yama.mcc.ac.uk>. 
Leave the subject blank and in the 
message body write the following 
on the first line: subscribe cubase- 
users [your e-mail address] 

You should get a reply back 
very quickly because this is an auto- 
mated server. Along with the reply 
telling you that you’ve been added 
to the list you will also receive a FAQ 
(Frequently Asked Questions) list 
for your information. 


FTP sites 

There is a wealth of MIDI files, lyrics 
files, pictures and other music- 
related stuff to be found on the 
Internet. Here’s a quick taster. 


ftp.mcc.ac.uk 
This is the site for the latest Notator 


BA pic we found on ftp.uwp.edu. 808 
State live on, if only in cyberspace. 


eneral MIGEHatcn LIST 


1 Acoust Piano 24Bandneon 47 Harp 

2 Bright Piano 25 NylonGuitar 48 Timpani 
3ElecGrand 26 AcoustGuitar 49 Strings 
4HonkTonk 27 Jazz Guitar 
5 Rhodes Elec 28 El GuitrStrat 51 Synth Str1 
6 Elec Piano2 29 El GuitrMute 52 Synth Str2 


7 Harpsichord 30 OverDriveGt 53 Choir Aahs 
31 Distort Guitar 54 Voice Oohs 
55 Synth Voice 78 Shakuhachi 


8 Clav 


9 Celeste 32 Harmonics 


33 AcoustBass 56 Orch Hit 
34 FingerBass 57 Trumpet 
35 PickedBass 58 Trombone 
36 FretlessBass59 Tuba 
37 Slap Bass1 
15 TubularBell 38 Slap Bass2 
16 Santur 39 Syn Bass 1 
17 Home Organ 40 Syn Bass2 
18 Jazz Organ 41 Violin 
19 Rock Organ 42 Viola 
20 ChurchOrgan 43 Cello 66 Alto Sax 
21 Reed Organ 44 ContraBass 67 Tenor Sax 
22 Accordian 45 Tremolo Str 68 Baritone 
23 Harmonica 46 Pizzicato 69 Oboe 


and Cubase upgrades. Look in the 
directories /pub/emagic and 
/pub/cubase respectively. There’s 
also a whole load of midifiles here in 
the directory /pub/midimisc/smf. 


src.doc.ic.ac.uk 

Here you can find all the files from 
the vast University of Michigan 
archive, except they’re on a UK 
server that’s easy to access. Here are 
the paths you need to use: 


/computing/systems/atari/umic 
h/Music 
MIDI and music utilities for your ST. 


/computing/systems/atari/umic 
h/sound/sounds 
Sound sample files. 


ftp.uwp.edu directory 
/pub/music 

This is a great site for all things 
musical. Check out the pictures we 
downloaded from here, but also 
take time to explore the FAQs, 
reviews, song lyrics and press 
releases. They're worth it. 


ftp.funet.fi directory 
/pub/sounds/midi 

If you want stacks of MIDI files then 
here’s the place to be. You would be 


50 Slow String 73 Piccolo 


60 Mute Trumpt 83 Calliope 
61 French Horn 84 Chiff Lead 
62 Brass Sect 85 Charang 
63 Syn Brass1 
64 Syn Brass2 87 Fifth Lead 
65 Soprano Sax 88 Bass/Lead 111 Fiddle 


116 WoodBick 
117 TaikoDrum 


70 English Horn 93 Pad Bowed 
71 Bassoon 94 Pad Metal 
72 Clarinet 95 Pad Halo 
96 Pad Sweep 119 Syn Drum 
97 Ice Rain 120 RevCymbl 
98 SoundTrack 121 FX-Frets 
99 Crystal 122 FXBreath 
100 Atmosphere 123 SeaShore 
101 Brightness 124 Tweet 

79 Whistle 102 Goblin 125 Telephone 
80 Ocarina 103 EchoSweep 126 Helicopt 
81 SquareWave 104 Sci Fi 127 Applause 
82 Saw Wave 105 Sitar 128 Gun Shot 
106 Banjo DRUM &S 

107 Shamisen 1 Standard 
108 Koto 9 Room 

109 Kalimba = 17 Power 

110 Bagpipe 25 Electronic 
26 Rap Tr808 
33 Jazz 

41 Brush 


@ A complete program number list of 
GM sounds. Now you know exactly 
which sound is indicated by each GM 
program number. 


74 Flute 

75 Recorder 
76 Pan Flute 
77 Blow Bottle 


86 Voice Lead 


89 Pad Bell 

90 Pad Slow 
91 Poly Syn 
92 Pad Voice 


112 Shanai 
113 Tinkle 
114 Agogo 
115 SteelDrum 


well advised to download the index 
file first, because the contents of 
many of the files aren’t obvious 
from the file names. 


A word about MIDI files 
Often, you'll be presented with a list 
of tracks and given no indication 
which instrument or voice should 
play for each one. If you have a 
General MIDI synthesizer or module 
then the sounds are assigned for 
you. We’ve included a list of GM 
(General MIDI) program change 
numbers and voices to help you set 
up your sequencer for GM file play- 
back if you don’t happen to have a 
GM instrument. They're in the pic- 
ture just above this column - so get 
your magnifying glass out! 


If you have any MIDI and music 
queries or information, you can 
e-mail Andy Curtis at 


acurtis@theshack.demon.co.uk, 
or send your queries by snail mail 
to ST FORMAT. 
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Caught in the net 

I've just got an Internet account 
with Demon after reading the arti- 
cle in STF 65, but I've been having 
problems with the KA9Q software 
supplied. When it runs, it starts to 
dial my modem, and | hear the 
modem make a connection, but | 
don’t see anything on screen other 
than a NET> prompt. What do | 
actually do? 

Duncan Andison, Whickham 


KA9Q is a multi-session program - it 
launches the modem dialler then 
moves to another session. This means 
you don’t actually see what's going 
on, It’s easily solved though. As soon 
as you hear your modem’s dialler kick 
in press [F10] then [Return]. This 
switches KA9Q to the session that’s 
dialling, and you should see the nor- 
mal connect strings from the modem 
displayed. As soon as you've seen the 
string HELLO returned by Demon's 
host computer, press [F10] again (or 
wait a bit) for another NET> prompt, 
and away you go. 


PC modems 

A friend has just given me a PC 
modem to use with my old PC, but | 
would rather use it with my beloved 
STE, since that has a hard drive. Can 
| hook it up to my ST or am! 
doomed to use my old and slow PC? 
Linda Li, Wetherby 


Since you don’t say if it’s an internal or 
external modem you have, it depends. 
If it’s an external modem — a separate 
boxed unit with its own power supply 
and cables - then the answer is yes. All 
you need is a standard RS232 cable to 
connect it to the serial port on your ST. 
If it's a PC internal modem, looking like 
a small circuit board without a box, 


We haven't covered any STOS q 
tions this month, butdon’tstop 
sending in your STOS queries. Send 
‘em to us and Frank’'ll do his utmost 
to answer them in the pithy style 
for which he’s noted, 


ST ANSWERS HELP! 


In the absence of a mailbag bulging with STOS 
questions, Frank Charlton branches off to 
answer some of the comms questions you've 
asked since we ran our big Internet feature in 
issue 65. Next month 5TOS will be back too. 


alt.queries.net¢é... 


External modems are getting cheaper, 
28,800 is the latest standard. Keep an 
eye out for this US Robotics Sportster. 


then you can't. Internal modems inter- 
face with the PC’s expansion sockets 
inside the machine, and get their 
power and RS232 connections from 
there — there’s no way to connect them 
to your ST. Use it with the PC or sell it 
and buy a cheap external modem. 


Serial killer 

I notice that modems supporting 
the new V.Fast and V.34 speeds of 
28,800 are getting cheaper now. I'd 
like to use one with my ST, but I’ve 
noticed that the serial port only 
goes as high as 19,200. | was told 
there’s a way round this, but that it 
involves a DIY circuit. Do you know 
anything about this? 

Alan Collins, Connecticut USA 


Tomnect Files Windous Options Welp mosses 22:55 


ftp.demon.co.uk/pub/atari/util- 
ity/38000portmod.Izh. You'll need a 
compatible serial-port driver like 
HSModem (from the same ftp site) and 
a comms package that supports it, 
such as CoNnect or STarcall. 


What's the point? 

| want to set up a point system so! 
can collect messages from Networks 
like NeST and AtariNet from my 
local BBS, and read and reply to 
them off-line to save money. My 
SysOp is willing to help me, but | 
don’t know what | need. 

Paris Fattabeis, Athens 


A point system is sort of a 
mini-BBS with only one user, 
and is more complex to run 


than using an offline reader. 


AIAINNII 


ALL rights 


Wi The lovely Avalon shell for BBS 
network points, available from your 
favourite ST BBS. 


There is a hardware modification you 
can make which gives your ST a serial 
port capable of 38,400. It does involve 
soldering, as well as cutting a leg on 
one of the STs chips, so it isn’t for the 
faint-hearted. The parts you need cost 
about a fiver, and can be picked up 
from any electronics store like Maplin. 
A circuit diagram in IMG format shows 
you what to do, 
and most BBS sys- 


tems will have it, or 
if you have Internet 


(Buffer size 
32767 Bytes 


2 


388 Boud 
288 Baud 
75 Baud 
58 Baud 


access you can ftp 
the file from 


Milt can be done. A 
serial port running 
at 38,400 can be 
yours. Oh yes. 


——o 
| Fait areas | 
[save | Filenaneger | 
uD 


The grestest chell for Fido-Points: 
{c} St.Slabihoud 


You'll need: a mailer pro- 
gram, such as BinkleyTerm 
or Semper, to collect and 
deliver the mail from the 
BBS; a ‘mail tosser’ to 
process the mail into a for- 
mat you can use, such as 
10S or JetMail; and a mes- 
sage reader like LED. Your SysOp can 
find these programs for you, and | 
don't have anywhere near enough 
space here to cover the complexities of 
setting them up, sadly. 

What you might also want to 
consider is a ‘shell’ program to make it 
all easier, such as the wonderful 
AVALON. Users in message echoes such 
as the NeST Comms echo will certainly 
help you- 1 lurk in there myself- and 
once you're going, you'll find it’s a 
rewarding way of keeping in touch 
with the ‘nets. stf 


Contacts 


If you’re on-line, you can contact 
Frank at the following addresses: 
Internet: 


frank@tachyon.demon.co.uk 


NesT 
AtariNet 
FidoNet 


90:100/308.2 
51:6/208.2 
2:256/502.28 


ISSUE 68 ST FORMA 


HOW TO COMB 


Nick Peers demonstrates that 
combining databases in the 
powerful yet easy-to-use 
Twist 2 isn’t as difficult as it 
might seem. The smug git! 


et's be honest. Twist 2(STF — manual just don’t tally. You might 

65, 83%) lost Brownie 

points because when it 
comes to actually combining two 
databases, the program and the 


have followed the manual to a tee, 
but you still find yourself left curs- 
ing when one of the two files 


Combining or linking two data- 
bases enables you to keep different 
sorts of information in different 
databases, but pull information 
from files in one database into 
linked files in another. 

In the example below, we use 
two separate databases entitled 
COVRDSKS.DB and PDREVWS.DB. 
The first contains information 
about what software has been fea- 
tured on our Cover Disks, while the 
second contains info on all the PD 
software we've ever reviewed. 
When linked together they enable 
the user (in other words, Cover 


INE DATABASES 


Disk Editors everywhere) to find 
out whether any Cover Disk soft- 
ware has ever been reviewed in 
Public Sector and, if it has, in which 
issue, and what mark it received. 
So without further ado, load 
up your copy of Twist 2 and get the 
two files you want to link ready for 
action. Before you know it, your 
database will be even more useful 
than you ever dreamed possible! 
If, by some strange tangle of 
fate, you haven't got a copy of 
Twist 2, give HiSoft a call on 
@ 01525 718181. It’s only £59.95, so 
don’t delay, buy it today! stf 


refuses to play by the book. 


22 records 


Record Report 


& Delete 


20 records 


[a “Delete | 


For two files to be linked successfully, 
each file must contain one field that is 


that is 15 characters long and is called ‘Title’ (it 
also needs an entry to be valid). Twist 2 can then 
link any files containing the same entry under 
‘Title’ (such as ‘Jetpac’ or ‘BBS Directory’). 


Specify relation fields: 
Cc s 
= PDREVMS 0B. 
COURDSKS. 08. 


© Accept not found 


f= Ce Gee 


When you see the Report Layout screen, 
click on the Field box and select ‘Change 
File’. You'll now be asked whether you 
wish to stay with COVRDSKS, or select a new file. 
Click on the latter option to reach the ‘Specify 
relation fields’ box. ing on the question mark 
will enable you to select your second database. 
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Next index the ‘Title’ field from the second 

database, here called PDREVWS.DB. This 

creates the relation that enables the two 
databases to be linked. To do this, open PDREV- 
WS.DB, select ‘Index’ from the File menu, and click 
on ‘New’. Finally, click on ‘Title’ to index this field. 
Now click ‘OK’ to return to the m screen. 


base. tDURDSKS.DE 
report: Linked files 


Twist 2 selects the field to be linke 

namely ‘Title’. Leave the ‘Specify relation 

fields’ box by clicking ‘OK’. Now you can 
lay out your report as shown in the manual. Use 
the ‘Fields’ box to select fields for your report - 
you can switch between databases by clicking on 
*<Change file>’ and selecting the one you want. 


Select] [—— 
rit Layer — 


Create new report — 


Title—_—_—— 
Linked files_. 


pagers une = 


Eke record forn 
) Like List display 


Close PDREVWS.DB, and open COVRD- 
SKS.DB in its place. Select ‘Edit’ from the 
Report menu before clicking on the ‘New’ 
box from the dialog box created. You'll be pre- 
sented with the ‘Create new report’ box as shown 
above. Click on the ‘Empty’ option, and give the 
je such as ‘Linked files’. 


Edit report: Linked files 
Farman Dist Sofouare thet has been reviewed 25 7D 


Progran naneiPOREWS. Title 
Issue reviewed! POR Progran typeProgran_Tupe 
| hating): PO {issue on DiskiIss 


BESTE | 


Pron 


Rares 


Paes ae yaa 


Fane TC aaa 


Eee ran peers eee 


Twist 2 has loads of options you can use 

to make your presentation more attractive. 

The shot above shows an example of a 
Report Layout in progress, and a finished report as 
it appears on screen. The manual explains how to 
get the most from your reports in the comprehen- 
sive way you've come to expect from HiSoft. 


Having given away the 
powerful KAOSDesk on last 
month’s Cover Disk, Nick 
Peers shows you how to set it 
up exactly as you want it. 


CUSTOMISE YOU 


KaOSDesk Files Show Sort Options BAKE 01:12 
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Harddisk Haneda sk 
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KS 
MICEMENU ZIP 
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) Ss Se 
Harddisk Hares! 188372 Butes in 18 Objects 
© AUTOSORE 


MBy reconfiguring 
KAOSDesk you can access 
your favourite programs 
without having to search 
through endless folders. 

: a= 


KAOSDESK DESKTOP! 


he beauty of any desktop 
is the way you can config- 
ure it to work better for 


you. We're pretty choosy about 
what we'll put on our Cover Disks, 
but we gave away KAOSDesk 2.1 
last month because it takes the 
bog-standard ST desktop and adds 
enough features to make you won- 
der how you ever survived without 
it. There are too many to list them 
all, but you can, for example, for- 
mat disks to your chosen number 
of sectors and tracks, and it 
enables you to use new keyboard 
short cuts for things like getting 
around your desktop and opening 
files. For example, you can switch 
between different drives by hold- 
ing down <Control>,<Shift> and 
the drive letter. 

Here, we're going to concen- 
trate on how you can configure the 
desktop itself. Like the standard 
Atari Desktop, KAOSDesk enables 
you to create, move and remove 
desktop icons for all your drives, 
floppy, hard or RAMdisk. But you 
can also store programs on your 
KAOSDesk desktop, enabling you 
access without searching through 
drives and folders. Here’s how. 


How do | assign a pro- 
gram to an icon? 


If your desktop looks bland, 
A inject variety into it by 

assigning icons to file- 

names, enabling you to 
distinguish between different types of 
programs (databases, utilities and 
word processors, for example). It’s 
such a straightforward process that it 
belies its usefulness. 

Load in your favourite word 
processor or text editor, then import 
NAMES.TXT from inside the KAOS- 
DESK folder. This simple text-file 
contains the data that assigns your 


programs and file extensions to your 
chosen icons. To assign a file to an 
icon, just type in the relevant filename 
under the icon you wish to assign it to. 
For example, you could assign Smash 
Hit from last month’s Cover Disk to a 
game icon by entering its filename, 
SMASHHIT (minus the .PRG extension) 
under the relevant icon (GAMES.ICP in 
this case). 

Once you've made all your alter- 
ations, save NAMES.TXT as an ASCII 
file and quit your text editor. To bring 
the changes into effect, double-click on 
MKICONS.TOS in the KAOSDESK folder 
to update the resource file, then exit 
KAOSDesk. When you next run 
KAOSDesk, your alterations will be 
incorporated and all your favourite 
programs will be accessible directly 
from the desktop — much more user- 
friendly, eh? 


How do | go about design- 
ing my own icon? 


If you're unhappy with the 
A program and file icons that 
are supplied with 
KAOSDesk, you choosy 

blighter, then design your own using 
Icon Edit. Double-click on 
ICNEDIT.PRG to load the program and 
you'll be presented with a screen con- 
taining two grids: one for program 
icons, the other for file and data icons. 
You can either create new icons from 
scratch or import one of the 60 icons 
provided and amend them to suit your 
personal tastes. You might want to 
create a football-style icon for your Dr 
Fox's Football Annual Demo program 
from Cover Disk 65, for example, or 
you could even design it around your 
favourite side’s team badge... (Don’t 
even think about mentioning 
Birmingham City — Karen) 

To insert a pixel on to the grid, 
click on the grid with the left mouse 
button, and remove any mistakes by 


ood evening. 


i Megamax Resource Editor- 
+ Kuma Resource Editor- 


SHELL. ICP: 3 Shells. 
pau 


+, COMMAND: ' 
SHELL. Cb: + Shell scripts: 
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INVADERS: 

- SMASHHIT- 

| GAMES. 1¢D:- 

7 «SCR. 


; TaBCALC. ICP: 


clicking both mouse buttons at once. 
You can then save your creations as 
ICP or ICD files, which can then be 
incorporated into your custom desktop 
by inserting them into the NAMES.TXT 
file. We've explained that bit already... 


What else can | use 
KAOSDesk for? 


The customisation doesn’t 
A end there! You can choose 

whether you want your files 

displayed as icons, or as one 
of three sizes of text. And if you choose 
to display them as text then you can 
also decide whether you want to 
remove the information showing file 
size, date and time of creation, which 
would enable you to cram more files 
on screen. 

You can even create a mask to 

restrict the file types that are displayed 


Marcel File Edit Options Para Find Windows Style Help 


Tsim] BUsinga 
Ty] standard 
text editor 
or word 
processor 
such as 
Marcel you 
can assign 
icons to 
filenames 
easily. 


3 Tables, Calculation etc- 


on screen. Select ‘Mask’ from the Sort 
menu then, when prompted, select the 
filename you want to restrict your dis- 
play to. Entering *.PRG, for example, 
will only display files with a PRG exten- 
sion, while KAOSDESK.* will display all 
files that are named KAOSDESK, 
regardless of their file extension. 

Your desktop, now fully config- 
ured, might look like our example. It’s 
attractive, your favourite programs 
are within easy reach, and each comes 
with its own distinctive icon. Before 
finishing, remember to select ‘Save 
Desktop’ from the Options menu to 
etch your changes in magnetic media, 
and when you next boot KAOSDesk 
your personalised desktop will be wait- 
ing and ready for action. 


So, there you have it. If, by some 
ridiculous quirk of fate you missed 
last month’s issue and the Cover 
Disk with KAOSDesk 2.1 on it, turn 
to page 79 to order it now. stf 


KAOSDesk don't meet your fancy then design your 


own using /con Edit. Send them in to us and we'll 


H 
1 


pop a selection of the best on the Cover Ik. 
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You've called Demon Internet, shelled out your 
dosh, got yourself an Internet account and 
downloaded the AtariNOS software. It's all 
very powerful, but how do you use it to hook 
up to the Net? Simon Forrester explains in 
words of one syllable, in the first instalment 
of a two-part series on using AtariNOS. 


4 


- 


CATCH UP! 


Maybe you haven't heard of the 
Internet. Maybe the world of free 
information at the speed of light 
passed you by. Maybe the idea of 
cheap, fast electronic mail didn’t 
enter your head. If you want to 


join in with thousands of other 
ST users from the far reaches of 
this septic orb, you want to be 
on the Net. If you want to get on 
to the Internet using your ST, 
you'll need a few things: 


Demon Internet Access 


Mai 


Logon to De 
Usenet News 
Electronic 

News Utilit 
Edit Config 
Command She 


Exit To Des 
Enter choice: 


@ The main menu, which you're destined to see so 


much of while you go about your Internet 


Bl AtariNOS is actually based on a program originally 
designed for accessing the Internet by radio. 


OFTWARE 
— dons 


@ A copy of STF 65 for the won- 
derful Internet feature. 
@ An ST, with a hard drive. 

A modem. 
@ A phone line. 
@ A subscription to Demon Inter- 
net, costing £15 plus £11 
monthly charge. Call Demon on 
= 0181 349 0063 for more infor- 
mation and the chance to part 

h some cash. 

@ The Internet software Demon 


ack in issue 65 we 

explained in some detail 

how to get yourself on to 
the Internet, via Demon Internet (if 
you missed it, see the ‘Catch up!’ 
panel just below). However, the 
AtariNOS software isn’t the most 
well-documented, explanatory soft- 
ware in the world. So, having cov- 
ered the what, where, when, which 
and who of the Internet, now it’s 
time for the how... 


AtariNOS is the official Atari pack- 
age for Demon Internet, supporting 
almost every function you can 
access through Demon from the 
comfort of your ST. In fact, the only 
thing it doesn’t fully support is the 
World Wide Web (although you 
can use the e-mail function to get 
hold of Web pages as ASCII text — 
more about that next month). 
When you receive AtariNOS 
you'll almost definitely feel totally 
lost. The package comes in the 
form of several small programs, 
none of which is particularly easy 
to use. It also contains an enor- 
mous folder with over a megabyte 
of documentation, not all of which 
relates directly to you. However, if 
you do have a few days to spare 
and you don’t value your eyesight 
then you could flick through 
DEMON.TXT, KASQNOS.TXT, SUP- 
PORT.FAQ and WELCOME.TXT. 
ZEN.TXT should help you out with 
any general Internet problems. 
Using Demon software 
means that instead of dealing with 
an unfriendly scrolling on-line 
ASCII display, you can work within 
the cosy environment of your own 
software off-line. You can ring up 
the system to send mail you've 
already written off-line, and receive 


supply. It’s a file called ATARI- 
NOS.TOS, which you download 
to your hard drive and unpack, 
then run INSTALL.TOS. 

Bear in mind that this is an 
activity that doesn’t come 
cheap. As well as the Demon 
costs (which are a very fair 
price), you still have to survive 
those phone bills spent on-line. 
You've been warned, and we‘ve 
been ST FORMAT. Good night. 


Software for the Atari ST 


n Menu 


mon 
Mail 
ies | 
uration 
11 

ktop 


NET > ? 
Based on K 
Copyright 


AIO N 
1991 
li 


Support: mail i 


Main commands: 


business. 


10: 
n 


NET > domain ? g : 
valid subconmands! addserver dropserver list maxwait query qtype retry suffix st 
BERS geome trace cache 


@ You can see a list of the parameters that should follow a command by 
entering a [?] in their place. This is handy for quick reference. 


Atari NOS 8.41, May 22 1994 by David Nash - dnash@chaos.demon.co.uk 


Based on KA9@ NOS by Phil Karn - Demon Internet $ 
Parts copyright 1992, 


Copyright 1991 Phil Karn. 
Load address AE618 
NET > 


eryices 
1993 Den 


S$ by Phil Karn - Demon Internet Seryices V2.12 
hil Karn. Parts copyright 1992, 1993 Demon Internet & Members 
ternet@demon.net or phone 681 343 3881 
! abort asystat 
attach clear 
disconnect delete detach 
dir domain cho 
escape exit finger 
ftp help | par. 
icn) ifconfig inline 
kick log mbox 
mkdir more nntp 
ping ppp ps 
record remote rename 
rip rsh | rlogin 
route session shell 
socket source sourceb 
stop tcp telnet 
time tip trace 
upload 2 
And similarly, you can access a full list of 
¥2.12 commands with a question mark. As you can see, 
on Internet & Members 


we haven't covered all the commands listed here, 
but we have covered all those that you'll need. 


incoming mail which you can then 
read off-line later. By enabling you 
to do so much off-line AtariNOS 
saves you money, and you're less 
likely to make mistakes on-line, 
because everything you do is 
finalised before the Demon number 
is dialled. 


“When you receive 
AtariNOS you'll 
almost definitely 
feel totally lost...” 


You don’t need to 
know how to use 
every program 
supplied in the 
package, because 
they all run from 

one core program, 
which is called 
DEMON.PRG. Just run 
DEMON.PRG (double-click) and 
after a screen of text you're pre- 
sented with a main menu. This fea- 
tures six options: 

Log on to Demon (go live, on- 
line, directly communicating with 
the Demon computer). 

Use Usenet (log on to news- 
groups, which we'll explain in 
more detail next issue). 

Fiddle with electronic mail (it's 
an off-line reader, again explained 
more next issue). 

Use newsgroups (also explained 
next issue). 

Alter your own preferences 
(coming up shortly). 

Jump into the incredibly 
unfriendly command shell (which 
we'll cover just after the bit about 
altering your preferences). 


COLD LOGON 


When you receive your Demon 
bits ‘n’ pieces for the first time 
you'll be instructed to call the 
Demon number without any spe- 


cial software running, using a 
simple ASCII comms package 
such as TeddyTerm, Fizzydizz, 
or any of the other comms pack- 


pa ane ser has no effect in unconne 
he default value of paclen is 25! 


.2.2. Maxframe 


fats parameter controls the number of _I- 
. connection before it must stop 

Since the ae er sequenge number ?igia is 
ai 


send on an AX.25 
acknowledgement. 


The first thing you need to do is 
alter your preferences, by hitting 
[E]. It’s at this stage that you tell 
the package how to log on to 
Demon, including which Demon 
server to log on to. Make sure at 
this point that 
you have your 
official Demon 
documentation 
in front of you 
(you know, that 
bit of paper they 
sent you when 
you signed up), 
so that you can 
enter the follow- 
ing details. A lot 
of what you're about to read refers 
to my address as an example to 
help you, my address being 
hairy@stformat.demon.co.uk. 
You'll be setting up... 

IP address: This is that four-seg- 
ment number, the final two digits 
of which you learnt when you per- 
formed your cold logon (see the 
panel just below). 

Nodename: This is a reference to 
the second part of your e-mail 
address. For my address, this 
would be stformat. 

User ID: The very first chunk of 
your address. In terms of my 
address, this is the hairy part. 
User name: Your real name, mine 
being Simon Forrester. 
Organisation: Pretty irrelevant, 
but mine’s Future Publishing. 
Editor: This refers to the kind of 


ages you're used to. When you 
call, you'll be asked for your 
Demon address details, and 
given the chance to set your 
password, as well as pick up the 
final two figures of your IP 
address. MAKE A NOTE of those 
important details... 


cte Ce Benes 
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bits wide, this number cannot be er than 
Since unconnected-node (datagram) AX.25. uses UI frames that do 
hot have sequence numbers, this paraneter does not apply to 


unconnected m 


The default Galue of maxframe in net.exe is 1. 


IP and TCP Parameters 
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@ The original AtariNOS 
documentation isn’t 
actly easy reading. This ret 
is about a thousandth of it. 
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into two or more fragments. Each 


ts own IP header and is handled by the network as if it wer 
tinct IP datgsran, but when it arrives at the destination it 

elong— 
Then they sre resssen— 


e ayer until all of 
0 the original datagram have arrived. 


1631318 bytes used in 


the other fragments 


LLAMAZAP 
NOS 
OLDBITS 
OXYD 
PIXEL 


45 items. 


NET -S'O Fry W AIRE enn 


FAIRLY TEPID PORRIDGE 


File Transfer Protocol, or ftp, is 
probably the only scary thing 
you'll come across when using 
the Internet. When you use the 
ftp command, you follow it with 
the name of a server to connect 
to, for exampl 
atari.archive.umich.edu/atari/. 
You can now chat directly with 
a computer, and give it com- 
mands to carry out on its own 
time. These commands are: 


dir used on its own requests a 
full list of the server’s current 
contents to be sent to you. If 
followed by a path, it gives a 
directory of that specific path 
and, if the pathname is then fol- 
lowed by a file name, the direc- 
tory received is saved as that 
file on your hard drive. 

get requests the file with the 
name you state, so get 
wibble.prg pulls wibble.prg over 
the Net to your ST and saves it 
to your hard drive. State a sec- 
ond filename to rename the file 


mget is an abbreviation for mul- 
tiple get and enables you to 


software you're using to access 
Demon. Best leave it alone, really. 
Demon number: This is the near- 
est Demon phone number to you 
(they supply you with a list). We're 
using the Bristol number, as we're 
only about 20 miles away. Sit down 
with a map of Britain if necessary — 
it'll certainly cut down on those 
phone bills, which could be vital. 
Dial command: The command 
you need to send to your modem 
to order it to dial a number. If your 
modem is flagged as being Hayes- 
compatible then you'll need the let- 
ters ‘ATDT’, which is the Hayes 
code for dialling. If your modem 
uses a different command set, refer 


Desk File 


View Options 


state several filenames to be 
transferred. You can use wild- 
cards here to take several files 
at once (for example, use *.prg 
to take every file with a .PRG 
suffix in that subdirectory). 
put & mput work in the same 
way as the get commands but in 
reverse. They’re for weird sickos 
who actually want to send files 
to these sites in return for the 
thousands of megabytes they’ve 
stolen. But really, it’s a good 

lea to upload whatever you can 
in the way of information. Peo- 
ple have taken the time to 
upload the software you've just 
scabbed, so it’s only fair to do 
the same in return - that’s what 
keeps the Internet going. 
verbose should be followed by a 
number from 0 to 3, responding 
to how much feedback you'd 
like: 0 only gives error mes- 
sages, 1 asks for a quick sum- 
mary every time a transfer takes 
place, 2 (default) gives error, 
summary and progress mes- 
sages, and 3 makes the thing 
chat about what it’s doing till 

's blue in the face. 


to your manual. Most will use 
ATDT, though. 

Password: Like I'm about to tell 
you mine. This is not your chance 
to set your password — you should 
already have done that on your 
cold logon. At this stage you need 
to enter the correct password for 
your software to log on to Demon 
correctly under your identity. 


Once you've set up your prefer- 
ences you can log on to Demon by 
pressing [A]. At this point, your 
modem will dial the number you 
set up earlier, and you'll be con- 
nected to a Demon machine, ready 


13705794 
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PROBLEM 87/87/93 
SERUICES 01/06/94 
SITES 18/12/93 
SNEHS 05782794 
SNEHS 28/85/94 
SNEWSHST 05702794 
SUPPORT 25/05/94 
TSH_REF 18788791 
WELCOME 25/85/94 
Whi 16705794 
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@ With over 1MByte of documentation, you might like a quick guide. If any, make 
sure you read DEMON.TXT, KASQNOS.TXT, WELCOME.TXT and ZEN.TXT. Then feel 
very glad we took the time to explain them to you in English. 


24/16/94 16:68 am 
68/12/94 87:41 am 
27/16/83 62:57 pm 
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the left, called ‘Fairly tepid por- 
ridge’ for some reason), domain 
naming, which we'll cover next 
month, and other on-line tasks. 
From this point on, you'll be 
plonked into a particularly 
unfriendly command line mode. 
You can get to a full list of com- 
mands by hitting [?] followed by 
[Return], but there are a few com- 
mands that are 
really useful... 


“By enabling you to 
do so much off-line, 
AtariNOS saves you 


The following 
commands can all 
be used in the 
Demon command 
mode. Those that 
are followed by 
parameters 
(details) will be 
explained fully, 
but make sure you remember that 
parameters are separated by 
spaces, not commas. 

abort kills a session whether it’s 
tidy or not. It's similar to close, 
except that it'll kill anything cur- 
rently in progress. 

cd displays the current folder 
directory, unless you follow it with 
a new path, in which case it 
changes the current folder. 

clear clears the screen. 

close finishes a particular session 
- an ftp session for instance. 


The easy way to understand ses- 
sions is to compare them to 
multitasking operating systems 
like MagiC or Geneva. Although 
you can only think about one 
thing at once, the ST can carry 
out several operations seem- 


ingly at the same time. 

In a multitasking system 
you'd switch between applica- 
tions, whereas with AtariNOS 
you switch between sessions, 
enabling you to keep different 
activities separate. 


COMAGnDS aval LABLE: : 


money, and you're 
less likely to make 
mistakes on-line® 


A LONG, EXHAUSTING SESSION 


> See NET SOFTWARE 


& to do that ftping (see the panel to 


delete deletes a file in the current 
working directory. 

dir gives a directory in the form of 
a new session. You can state a dif- 
ferent path if you wish, which 
obtains a directory of that folder 
without switching to it in the way 
that CD would. 

eol following this command with 
either UNIX or standard defines 
the behaviour of carriage returns, 
telling them to 
be either a line 
feed or an ASCII 
value of 13. 
escape displays 
the hexadecimal 
value of the 
character cur- 
rently in use as 
the escape char- 
acter. An escape 
character is 
needed to 
switch between sessions. You 
really don’t have to worry about 
this one too much. 

exit escapes and takes you back to 
the main menu. 

finger followed by identification 
(such as hairy@stformat) sets up 
a new session with the server. For 
more information on sessions, see 
the panel just below. 

ftp opens a direct conversation 
channel with an ftp server on a 
new session. Once again, see the 
panel on the previous page. 


Say you were talking to an ftp 
site, requesting a file. Instead of 
waiting for a reply before you 
could do anything else, you 
could switch to a 

sion and do something else 
while waiting for a file to be 
sent. With AtariNOS this 
extends to just about everything 
you'd want to do on the Net. 
The session system uses several 
simple commands, among which 
are session (the m: switching 
command), abort and close. 


end mail to a us 


t user file 


er 
Send mail from a file to a user 
forward message to a user 

reply to a message 

show next unread" message 

show message 

show message 

save message in a fil 
save message without 
mark message as delet 
mark message as undel 
o next message 
reyious message 
eaderé, starting at msg 
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d 
t 


THINGS TO REMEMBER 


@ Make sure your NOS folder is 
sitting in the root directory of 
your hard drive, or you'll come 
across all sorts of silly errors. 

@ Don’t ever hang up halfway 
through a session. Always make 
sure you finish what you're 
doing and exit by closing your 
final session. 

@ Always work from the main 
menu. If you load up the sec- 
tions separately, you'll get into 
all sorts of confusions. 

@ You can get help on anything 
by e-mailing internet@demon.net 
or, if you can’t get e-mail work- 
ing, by calling = 0181 349 0063. 


log followed by a filename logs 
your sessions to a file. When this is 
followed by the word stop the log- 
ging process will end for that par- 
ticular session. 

mkdir creates a new folder inside 
the current one. This command 
must be followed by the folder 
name to work. 

more followed by a filename dis- 
plays that file to the screen, paus- 
ing regularly to give you time to 
read everything. You can then hit 
the Spacebar to see the next 
screen, or [Q] to stop viewing. 
rename enables you to rename 
files by stating the old name fol- 
lowed by the new name immedi- 
ately after the command. Another 
normal filing command. 

reset will reset a specified session 
if you give a number, or the current 
session if no number is given. 
rmdir deletes a directory in the 
same way as mkdir creates one. 
session switches to a specific ses- 
sion number, or displays a list of 
current sessions if no number is 
given to switch to. 

telnet starts a Telnet session with 
the host specified as a parameter. 
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@ We haven’t covered every 
aspect of Demon and the Inter- 
net here - we simply don’t have 
the space. However, this month, 
as part of the new improved ST 
Answers, we've introduced a 
comms column, in which Frank 
Charlton (who works for 
Demon) answers your comms 
questions. Address any of your 
comms questions to ST Answers 
at: ST FORMAT, 30 Monmouth 
Street, Bath, Avon, BA1 2BW, or 
send an e-mail to Frank at: 
frank@tachyon.demon.co.uk and 
he'll happily answer your ques- 
tions in print. Okay? 


upload opens a specified file and 
reads it up the line. For example, 
you could save a list of commands 
as an ASCII file then ‘upload’ them, 
which would have the same results 
as typing them directly. 

? displays the list of available com- 
mands, including these. 


Once you've understood these 
commands you know enough 
about the different commands of 
the Demon interface to survive 
most facets of the Internet. The 
best way to learn about them from 
here on is to get in there and play 
around. Have fun. 


Next month, we'll be covering the 
three remaining sections of the 
main menu. If you want to try out 
these options before then you can 
select them and see a comprehen- 
sive list of the commands that are 
available to you by hitting [?]. And 
if you can work out what I’m going 
to say next month before | do, you 
could probably do me out of a job. 
Coo. stf 
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@ You don’t even want to ask what all this is about. To tell you the truth, I’m not 
too sure | could tell you. Certainly not in the space of one caption. 


net Access 


oftware for the Atari 


Configuration Menu 


Sxte witr ucgueyas* A. IP Address: 6.6.8.8 
This, help text B. Nodenane: mynode 
Imsg]_ - message number, default to current message c. User I . nevaer. 
file] - file name, default to mbox. txt D. User Name: My 
ox a hee F: fateors on Raerss none. tte 
ERess: 3 Keue3% G: Denon Nunber: 681348484 
H. Dia command: ATDT 
Zz i. Password: myupassword 
& Those e-mail commands, along with 2: Egit Gynction Keys 
the helpful notes. We'll be covering § The configuration menu, into which you © SEAS Signavere FEle 
more of this next issue. Watch this enter your details, remembering to press §> Zaye Gontiguration. 


space for ST FORMAT’s complete 
guide to the world of e-mail. 


{S] when you’re done to save them. 
Enter choice: @ 


@ Warehouse Clearance! ) 
ATARI ST/STE DISK SOFTWARE 


PERSONAL FINANCE MANAGER 
GFA RAYTRACE (create your own animated 3D world) 
UTIDITIES PLUS sisssvevsweaceeveerriawmeeenvensee 
STOS THE GAMES CREATOR (with manual) 
STOS COMPILER (with manual). 
GAMES GALORE (4 great games written using 
STOS & compressor) 
STOS 3D (with manual) ............. 
STOS SPRITES 600 (with manual) 
STOS MAESTRO (with manual) ... 
HOTWIRE (allows you to assign ‘Hot Keys’ for 
up to 54 programs) ... 
THAT'S FUN FACE (5,576,787, 923 00,000 possible faces!) 
VIRUS KILLER (kills 20 ST viruses) 
TIME (space, magic & mystery. The epic journey in time) 
HEREWITH THE CLUES (murder, mystery & suspense) 
PREMIER COLLECTION (Exolon, Netherworld, 
Zynapps & Nebulus) 
MOONSHINE RACERS (action-packed chase thriller). 
HOME ACCOUNTS (you'll wonder how you ever 
managed without it) 
STF GRAPHICS COLLECTION 
STF ANIMASTER (disk and boo 
MAXIFILE (file management supertool!) 
GFA BASIC 3.5 INTERPRETER . 
STORMBALL (sports sensation of the 21st century) 
GAZZA 2 (the official Paul Gascoigne soccer si 
INTERPHASE (dreams of the future) 


PRICES INCLUDE VAT, POSTAGE AND PACKING 
ASK TO BE INCLUDED ON OUR REGULAR MAILING LIST 
WE ALSO STOCK ITEMS FOR THE SPECTRUM, COMMODORE 64, 

AMSTRAD 464/6128 AND 464+/6128+ TOGETHER WITH AMIGA 
AND PC'S AND OF COURSE ATARI ST/STE’S! 


All orders sent by return: Cheques/Visa/Access/PO’s 


TRADING POST = 


VICTORIA ROAD, SHIFNAL, SHROPSHIRE TF1i1 SAF 
K TELEPHONE/FAX (01952) 462135 DS 


wiZARD GAMES 


CHAOS ENGINE 8:99 PACIFIC ISLANDS 8.99 
CHAMP MANAGER 93/94 «+1499 POPULOUS/PROMISED LANDS 9-99 
CHAMPIONSHIP MANAGER POWERMONGER WW 10-99 
END OF SEASON DATA DISK 94 9.99) peevicr MANAGER? tecd 
CRYSTAL KNGDOM O22 Pe pha ae 
BRANES, enn eee ggg REACH FORTHE SKIES .....eoee 10-99 
<i  pemamaamme eee es eee 
FIREFORGE....scsscsssssosassassessos 10.00 SOFTWARE} 4.6 YEARS Nes 
Ae Soca MANAGER 899 STREETFIGHTER Il (1 MEG) 8.99 
GRAHAM GOOCH 

WORLD CLASS CRICKET 10.99 STRIKE FLEET 6.99 
GRAHAM GOOCH SECOND INNINGS 8.99 SUPREMACY 10.99 
INT RUGBY CHALLENGE (1 MEG) ..9.99 WAR IN THE GULF 9-99 
KID GLOVES 2 7.99 WIZ KID 5.99 
MCDONALD LAND 6-99 | THOMAS THE TANK ENGINE 1&2 1299 
MIG 29 FULCRUM 5.99 _ |PLAYDAYS 3-8 YRS 9.99 
NIGEL MANSELL 7:99 |FUN SCHOOL 2 
NODDY'S PLAYTIME 3YRS+ 1699 UNRERSIESOVEREE: td 


COMPILATIONS 


ACTION MASTER 
F16 COMBAT PILOT, WELLTRIS, TURBO OUTRUN, 
ITALIA 1990, DOUBLE DRAGON I! 


MAX 
TURRICAN II, ST DRAGON, SWIV, NIGHT SHIFT. 999 


9.99 MOVIE PREMIER 
TURTLES, BACK TO THE FUTURE 2, GREMLINS 2, 


BACK TO THE FUTI Ss PE, SINBAD, 
A TURE 3, ISS, R-TYPE, SINBAD, qT 
PREDATOR 2/TV SPORTS FOOTBALL, BOMBUZAL, RAMPAGE, DAYS OF THUNDER 


KING OF CHICAGO, DEFENDERS OF THE EARTH ......10-99 


5.99 


SOCCER MANIA 
FOOTBALL MANAGER 2, GAZZA, MICROPROSE SOCCER, 


FOOTBALL MANAGER WORLD CUP 5.99 


BOARD GENIUS 
CLUEDO,SCRABBLE,RISK 10.99 
GARTOON COLLECTION 


‘SUPER ALLSTARS 

ROBIN HOOD LEGEND QUEST, MAGICLAND DIZZY, CAPTAIN 
DYNAMO, CJ IN THE USA, STEG THE SLUG 9.99 
‘SUPER HEROES 

LAST NINJA 2, STRIDER 2, INDIANA JONES LAST CRUSADE, 
JAMES BOND/ SPY WHO LOVED ME. : 


TREASURE ISLAND, CJ'S ELEPHANT ANTICS, SPIKE, SLIGHTLY 
MAGIC, SEYMOUR GOES THE HOLLYWOOD 9.99 


FLIGHT COMMAND 
ELIMINATOR, STRIKE FORCE HARRIER, SKY CHASE, 


LANCASTER SKYFOX 2 8.99 


THE DIZZY COLLECTION 
FASTFOOD DIZZY/QUICKSNACK, FANTASY WORLD, TREASURE 
ISLAND, MAGICLAND 9.99 


FULL BLAST 
FERRARI, CARRIER COMMAND, HIGHWAY PATROL, CHICAGO 
90, RICK DANGEROUS P47 


LOWEST PRICED Top QUALITY 
RIBBONS, INKJETS, TONERS & DISKS 
Printer Ribbons 


BLACK lotr 2: Se 10 BLACK Loff 2+ 
Amstrad DMP 2000/3000 2.80 2.65 245 2.25 Panasonic KXP1123/1124/1140 346 


Panasonic KXP1080/1180/90/1592 2-89 
Panasonic KXP2123/2180 4.95 
5.70 
2.29 


Amstrad DMP 4000 3.66 3.51 3.31 3.11 
Amstrad PCW8256/8512/LQ3500 2.85 2.30 
Brother M1009/1024/1109/1209 3.35 Seikosha SL90/92/95 
Citizen 120D/LSP10/Swift 24/9 2.30 Star LC10/20/100 


Commodore MPS1220/1230 3.95. Star LC200 3.00 
Epson LQ100 3,55. Star LC24-10/200 2.86 
Epson L.Q400/500/800/850 2.90 Taxan Kaga KP810/815/910/915 3.14 


Loff 2+ 

11.95 11,80 11,6011.20 
10.63 10.48 11.60 9.88 
6.00 5.85 5.65 5.25 
9.78 9.63 9.43 9.03 
9.63 9.48 9.28 8.88 


Epson FX/MX/RX80/FX/LX800 2 
Epson FX/MX/RX100/FX/MX 1000 3.3 
Epson LX80/86/90 
Mannesmann Tally 80/81 
NEC Pinwriter P2200 

OKI ML 182/183/192/193/195 


235 

2.81 Citizen Swift 24 

1.67 Panasonic KXP2123/2180 
3.35 Star LC10/20/100 

2.48 Star LC200 

Star LC24-10/200 


Ring | For Ribbons Not Listed. 


31 p iD Disks 8 & Disk Boxes — Ink Refills & Toners 


17.54 each 


S/HD Canon BJ-10/20 Cartridge 
. Ds/DD D é Commodore MPS1270 Cartridge 12.13 each 
10 Disks 5 &7 HP Deskjet Cartridge (Double Cap) 24.24 each 
25 Disks $10 £14 HP Deskjet Tri-Colour Cartridge 28.89 each 
aoe £16 £23 HP Thinkjet/Quietjet Cartridge 12.13 each 
* Z s HP Deskjet Tri-Colour Cartridge Refill 16.00 each 
£29 £43 Inkjet Refills (Twin Packs) for Canon BJ-10/2 
250 Disks £65 £92 
500 Disks £125 &175 


Preformatted (MS-DOS) disks available at 2p extra/disk. 
All Disks Certified 100% Error Free and 
INCLUDE FREE Labels. 


HP Laserjet I/II Toner Ci 
HP Laserjet IIP/IIP Toner 


CPU & Monitor Dust Cover 
Monitor Dust Cover 

80 Column Printer Dust Cover 
Amiga 500 Dust Ci 


Miscellaneous Items 
8.99 
2.99 
3.99 
2.99 


Roll 1000 3 


01543 950377 Ring us or send A Eneques to: 01543 250377 
Owl Associates Ltd, Dept 309, Owl House, 
a] 5 The Brambles, Lichfield, Staffs WS14 9SE 


Official Government & Educational orders welcome 


1 NORTH MARINE ROAD, SCARBOROUGH, NORTH YORKSHIRE YO12 7EY 


TEL: 01723 376586/01723 503299 


Mad 
PLEASE GIVE 1 ALTERNATIVE 


PLANET 


oatineet THE GREATEST 
ORT SOUT MIN TIONIHE CON, JIMMY WHITE, LURE OF THE TEMPTRESS, SHUTTLE. ...19.99 
FIRE AND FORGET, TEENAGE QUEEN, HOSTAGES. ...10.:99 7 " COMPETITION PRO 5000 
KID PACK ‘THE WINNING TEAM £5.00 EACH 
POSTMAN PAT, COUNT DUCKULA, THE MONSTERS ...6-.99 APB, KLAX, CYBERBALL, VINDICATORS, ESCAPE FROM 

THE PLANET OF THE ROBOT MONSTERS 6.99 
POSTMAN PAT 3, POPEYE 2, SOOTY & SWEEP ....sssse 9.99 L Te VE rear RE DI ELITE 2 (FRONTIER) 
MAGNUM ania . for £10. 
RVF HONDA, ORIENTAL GAMES, PRO TENNIS, LOTUS 1-2-3 Midi Music Recording Studio 100 for £18.50 UK only ROBINSONS REQUIEM 
SATAN AFTER THE WAR 5.99 £10.99 £14.99 Including Labels - Phone for larger amounts £10-99 EACH, ANY 2 FOR £20-00 


GAMES SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. PLEASE NOTE - A PHONE CALL RESERVES YOUR ORDER. ORDERS UNDER £5.00 ADD 50P POSTAGE + PACKING. 
CHEQUES + POSTAL ORDERS MADE PAYABLE TO WIZARD GAMES. PLEASE ALLOW 7 DAYS FOR DELIVERY. OVERSEAS ORDERS PLEASE ADD £2.00 PER ITEM. EEC OR WORLD. 
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TUTO 


Sex, drugs and rock ‘n’ roll don’t 


feature in this tutorial. Nick Peers 


RIAL 


COWE 


wants to know why. (Because he wrote it? - Ed) 


0 you have a disk collec- 
tion stretching into the 
hundreds? Me too. Do you 


find yourself spending hours sifting 
through them, trying to find an 
obscure Desk Accessory that you 
could have sworn was on that disk 
with, er... Exactly. What you need is 
ST Disk Cat 5.2, which we gave away 
on Cover Disk 66. You just open it up, 
search for the file that you want, and 
it tells you exactly where to find it. 

Now you might think that set- 
ting up a database of this magnitude 
involves hours of work of work, typ- 
ing in every file, folder and disk name 
manually, but ST Disk Cat reads each 
disk, one by one, and stores the data 
in its own easy-to-access way. Then, 
once you've created your database, 
you can manipulate the data in all 
sorts of handy ways. 

However, if you've tried printing 
the ST Disk Cat READ.ME file you've 
probably already run out of paper 
and patience. So we've condensed 
the essential facts into this tutorial. 
By the time you've read it you'll have 
catalogued all your disks and proba- 
bly rediscovered a huge number of 
files. Before you know it your $15 
registration fee will be winging its 
way off to Canada in gratitude. 


When you load up ST Disk Cat for the 
first time it automatically creates a 
new database for you, which is 
loaded every time you run it in future. 


There are four different ways of sorting 
your records. All are accessed from the 
View menu —- just ciick on the option you 
want to select it. The options are: 


Field Order: Gives you up to six different ways of ordering 


your four windows. 


ST Disk Cat works by displaying the 
data at four levels: sections, disks, 
paths (or folders) and files, each of 
which is viewed in its own window. 

You begin by creating sections. 
This is so that you can assign your 
disks to separate categories — you 
could catalogue all your Cover Disks 
in one section and have your word 
processors in another, for example. 

To create a new section, select 
‘Add’ from the Selection menu and 
give your subsection a name. You 
can also add a comment, which is 
displayed when you select ‘Info’ from 
the Selection menu. Click on the 
‘Multi’ box and you can create more 
than one section at a time. 


Once you've created your first sec- 
tion, you can start to add disks to it. 
Select ‘Add’ from the Disk menu, and 
ST BBk Cat asks 
you to insert a 


Desk Catalog Section 


one. Again, select ‘Multi’ to catalogue 
several disks in succession. If you 
also select ‘Alternate A then B’ you 
can use two disk drives at once in the 
cataloguing process — just press 
[Return] to move between disks. 

As each disk is read into the 
database, you can see the Paths and 
Files screens filling up with the infor- 
mation contained on that disk. Paths 
contains details of all the folders on 
the disk, and Files contains informa- 
tion on the files within the currently 
selected folder. Click on different 
folders in the Paths window to see 
their contents in the Files window. 
Selecting ‘Info’ from the Path or File 
menu gives you full details of the cur- 
rently highlighted folder or file. 

You can attach comments to 
each folder or file by clicking on 
‘Comment’ in the relevant menu. This 
enables you to label folders and files 


STDCAT V5. 2b 


Disk Path File View Output Hisc 


disk in the 


\STOSKCAT\STOCAT. CAT 


default drive. 


You can select a 
hard drive parti- 


tion if you have 


@ ST Disk Cat 
splits the data 
into four lev 
sections, disk: 
folders and files - 
making the 
cataloguing of 
your huge disk 


collection that 
much easier. 


PUT YOUR RECORDS IN ORDER 


window. Or you can screen for programs of a certain size — 
handy if you have 100K to spare on a disk and want to find 


programs to fill it 


Desk Catalog Section Disk Path File BUR Output Misc 


STDCAT V5. 2b 


SECTION 


SELECT FIELD ORDER 


Field Sort: Enables you to select which field is the primary 
field for sorting. From here you can also decide whether you 
want to sort in ascending or descending order, and whether 
the program automatically sorts each section for you 

Field Enable: Another display option, with which you can 
choose which fields are displayed in each window 

Field Qualify: Most compiex but most powerful. This 
enables you to select what records are displayed in each win- 
dow. Working along the same principles as the ‘Find’ option, 
as described over the page, you can mask records according 
to name, date, size or even group. For example, you could 
restrict the ‘Files’ window to displaying program files only by 
entering ‘*.PRG’ under File Name in the ‘Field Qualifications’ 
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& ST Disk Cat enables you to sort your fields in a variety of 
ways. This screenshot shows you its default settings 
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press <RETURN>. 
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4) Place the disk in the default drive and 
2) Place the disk in a drive and select the 
drive with the mouse, 


D Change the drive letter and select it to 
load in a partition. 
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@ Adding disks to your database is straightforward. Follow the instructions, and 
insert the relevant disk when prompted. Everything else is done for you. 


more clearly, to help you distin- 
guish between them, or you can 
add silly comments if you like. 


Viewing your files 

Once you have your disks cata- 
logued into a single database, you 
can configure exactly how Disk Cat 
displays your files, using the View 
menu. You can display your 
records in three ways. The default 
setting is ‘Dependent’, in which the 
Files window displays the files con- 
tained in whichever folder is high- 
lighted in the Folders window. The 
Folders window contains those 
folders in the highlighted disk in 
the Disk window and so on. Click 
ona different section, disk or 
folder, and the other windows 
update automatically. 

The second display option is 
‘Hierarchical’, in which you resize 
the windows to leave one on 
screen, displaying either sections, 
disks, folders or files. If you double- 
click on the Sections window it's 
replaced it with a new Disks win- 
dow displaying all the disks in that 
section. Click on a disk and it 
replaces the Disks window with a 
Paths window, displaying all the 
folders within that disk, and so on. 
To return to the previous level, 
click on the Close box icon in each 


window. By having only one win- 
dow on screen at a time, this 
method gives you more room to 
display your records. 

The ‘Flattened’ view option 
enables you to view every file in 
the database (displayed in the Files 
window) or every folder in the 
database (displayed in the Folders 
window), and so on. This enables 
you to view every record of that 
level contained in the database, 
regardless of which disk or folder it 
resides in. You can then sort 
through these in various ways — 
see the ‘Put your records in order’ 
panel for how to do this. 

If the screen just isn’t large 
enough to display all the records 
you want, you can resize the win- 
dows to your taste or display them 
in a smaller font by selecting 
‘Small Font’ from the Misc menu. 


Wibbly bits 

Once you've created, sorted, quali- 
fied and displayed your records to 
appear exactly as you desire, you'll 
need to store this database setup 
ready for next time you load it. To 
do this, select ‘Save Setup’ from 
the Misc menu and make sure you 
save your file with a .HI or .MED 
extension, depending on the cur- 
rent resolution. When you next 
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HATCH ANY CASE 


[FIND NEXT] [exit | 


You can find any string using ST 
sk Cat's powerful search options. 


@ You can, 


if you so 


COMMENT 
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every single 
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alphabetical 
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boot the program, select ‘Read 
Setup’ to alter the way your data- 
base is filed and presented. Select- 
ing ‘Catalog Statistics’ from the 
same menu informs you of the 
total amount of space free on all 
the disks in the database. 

Should you have that many 
disks, you can have 100 sections 
per catalogue, 256 disks per sec- 
tion, 16 folder levels per disk and 
999 files per folder. 

Finally, you can combine two 
databases by selecting ‘Read’ from 


the Catalog menu. This takes you 
to the file selector, where you 
select a second database to merge 
with the current one. 


And finally... 

Full instructions and registration 
details are contained in the STD- 
CAT.DOC file. Before you know it, 
all your disks will be neatly labelled 
and catalogued, and you won't 
even have to slot your disks into a 
disk drive to find out what's on 
them. Cor, eh? stf 


FAST ATARI REPAIRS 
FAULTY TROUBLESOME COMPUTER ?? 


SEND OR DELIVER TO THE EXPERTS FOR FAST RELIABLE REPAIR OF YOUR BELOVED ATARI ST 


* FREE GIFT WITH REPAIRS DRIVE OR KEYBOARD REPLACEMENT + £10 


PLEASE TICK BOX 


Mouse Mat 

Mouse Holder 

Disk Head Cleaning Kit 
Software Game 
Mouse (Add £5) 
Joystick (Add £5) 


FOR ONLY £44.00 INC’ 


FAULTY PART EXCHANGE SERVICE 
PSU £24.99 KEYBOARDS £25.50 
DISK DRIVES £25.50 
UPGRADES 
STFM 1MB £39.99 
STE 1Mb Simms £25 POS 2.06 POA 


WE ALSO REPAIR STE, 
Mega ST and Stacey 
x FREE QUOTATION « 


* COLLECTION AVAILABLE ANYWHERE IN THE UK. 
144 TANNER STREET, TOWER BRIDGE, LONDON SE1 2HG. TEL: 071 252 3553 
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STARDUST 

DAZE MARKETING 

Reviewed on page 46 of this issue, Stardust 
is one of the best arcade shoot-’em-ups 
you're likely to see on 

an STE or 
Falcon. With 
unrivalled 
gameplay 

and graphics 
to sell your 
granny for, 

it’s the essen- 
tial addition to 
your game 
collection. 


Description: 
Stardust 
RRP: £24.99 
STF price: 
£19.99 
Order no: 
STFSTAR 


STOS 3D 

MANDARIN 

The easy way to 
learn 3D programming. STOS 3D enables 
you to get to grips with polygonal game 
design while it worries about the maths. 


Description: STOS 3D 
STF price: £9.99 
Order no: STOS3D 


ST FORMAT BINDER 


ST FORMAT 

Keep your prized collection of the world’s 

most exquisite, comprehensive ST magazine 

safe from spills and stains in this quality binder. E 
| 
Ss 


Description: One binder 
STF price: £5.95 

Order no: ST112 
Description: Two binders 
STF price: £9.99 

Order no: ST1122 


UVK v6 
DOUGLAS 
COMMUNICATIONS 


A comprehensive 


SAVE £3 


5 STF RATING 92% 
can repair over 


700 commercial titles... 


Description: Ultimate 
Virus Killer v6 

RRP: £12.95 

STF price: £9.95 
Order no: STFUVK 
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THE BEST OF ST FORMAT 
FUTURE PUBLISHING 

Features, beginners’ guides, huge jargon 
busters section, techie tips and reviews 7. 
- plus optional disks. It’s great! 5 


Description: The Best of ST FORMAT 
with two disks 

STF price: was £15.40, now £9.99 
Order no: ST BOOK D 


GFA BASIC COLLECTION 

GFA DATABECKER 

GFA Interpreter, GFA Compiler and GFA Shell, all in 
one package for a mere £59.95 - a massive £20 off 


SAVE £20 
the RRP. It’s the complete Basic solution for first- : 


time programmers 


and established 
coders. If you want 
to find out more 
about how to use 
GFA Basic, take a 
look at our tutorial 
series in issues 65, 
66 and 67 (for those 
who missed them, 
back issues is on 
page 79. 
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Description: GFA foae 

Basic collection 

RRP: £79.95 

STF price: £59.95 


Order no: STFGFA 
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Address I 
Postcode Telephone = | 
Description Order no Price ‘a | 
= =| = f40 
E | 
— — eS SS EF 
ao 
TOTAL ORDER VALUE | 
Method of payment - please tick appropriate box | 
Access Visa Cheque PO I 
Credit card number = = 
Expiry date = — | 
Please make all cheques payable to Future Publishing Limited. [ 
Customers outside the UK please add £4 for overseas delivery. 
: ST FORMAT Mail Order, Future Publishing, PREEROST; (654900) 
Somerton, Somerset, TA11 6BR. 


Please tick here if you do not wish to receive direct mail from other companies 


If you wish to order by credit card or have any queries, all you have 
to do is ring the Hotline on... 


z 01225 3822511 


@ Customer Services can be contacted on 7 01225 822510 


SUBSCRIBE! SUBSCRIBE! SU 


SUBSCRIBE NOW AND ALL THI 


You know the story, so we’re not going to 
patronise you by emphasising the many 
advantages of subscr... Ah. We are. 


Pay by Direct 
Debit and save £1.45 an 
issue, and get a free STF 
binder worth £5.95! 


Save up to £1.45 an issue! # Total price protection for a year 
@ Free subscriber Wonder Disk @ Free delivery to your door 

packed with brilliant ST utilities B Airmail delivery outside the UK 

and games every month! H Free ST FORMAT binder worth £5.95 
@ Free subscriber newsletter when you pay by Direct Debit! 

with full disk instructions and 


ST. gossip every month! vw Strictly 


limited offer while 


FREE NIOUSE ‘NI’ MAT stocks last! 


Take out a subscription for ST FORMAT 
(Incorporating ST Review) this month, and we'll 
send you a FREE mouse and mat worth £12.99! 
The mouse is fully ST-compatible and works at 260dpi resolution. 
Both buttons are fully micro-switched for maximum reliability and 
performance. And not just that, you also get a ‘tastefully coloured’ 


neoprene mouse mat to keep your mouse mechanism free of dust and 
dirt. They’re both free if you take up our special offer this month. 


HOTLINE: 


BSCRIBE! SUBSCRIBE! SUB 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 


Please enrol me as a subscriber to ST FORMAT (for 12 issues) 
from the next available issue at the all-in price of: 


. CA |! BE y AO 


Please tick relevant box: 


C £33 UK LJ £30 UK Direct Debit 
(J £60.95 Europe (airmail) CJ £90.95 Rest of world 
Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms: . 


Address... 


Tel 


Method of payment 

(1 Direct Debit - go straight to the form below 

MODEST: 
va _] Cheque (payable to Future Publishing) 


Please make out your cheque for the amount ticked above 


| Visa C Access/Mastercard 


Expiry date: 


Credit card no: ...... 


TEXT ANALYZER: g 


Dates sistscsaieraracetia cine Signature: .......seee 


CFN LIST 2 
Please tick if you would prefer not to receive notice of any special offers or new products |_| 
Offer closes 14 March 1995 STF/MAG/03/95 


SCOPE: os 


Return the form (no stamp required) to: 
@ Your task as Danny Duck is to rescue all the 
in that mountain laboratory? 


MARCEL DICTIONARY: a 


ABFORMAT: 
Fetes ST FORMAT Subscriptions, FREEPOST 
(BS4900), Somerton, Somerset, TA11 6BR 


EXTNSEL2: 


Fill in this form and send it with the above order form. Direct Debit 
is only available to subscribers who have a UK based sterling bank 
account. Direct Debit payments are deducted annually in advance. 


Protal sallebles : } 
i Total words: J 
[retat sentences: | 


FOG Index Score: 
va syllables/word = 


n Flesch Index Score 


a 


@ Nick aims his writing at people of his own 


This coupon instructs your bank or building 
society to make payments direct from your 
account. Please complete then send to: ST 
FORMAT Direct Debit Subscriptions, Future 
Publishing Ltd, FREEPOST (BS4900), Somerton, 
Somerset TA11 6BR 

(Banks and building societies may refuse to 
accept instructions to pay direct debits from 
some types of accounts.) 


1. Please write the full address 


of your branch 


2. Account number: 


3. Sort code: 


4. Account in the name of: 


Beoit| Instructions to bank/ 
: To: The Manager at: building society 
! B| instruct you to pay direct debits from my account 
Sas = — atthe request of Future Publishing Ltd. 
artes s The amounts are variable and may be debited on 
Ss Bank/Building Society various dates. | understand that Future Publishing Ltd 
= ‘Address may change the amounts and dates only after giving 


\ 


me prior notice. 

B| will inform you in writing if | wish to cancel this 
instruction. 

| understand that if any direct debit is paid which 
breaks the terms of this instruction, you will make a 
refund. 


Signed 


Postcode 


Date. 


Panasonic KX-P1081 printer, impact dot matrix, with 
dust cover, little used, in excellent condition £45 for 
quick sale. Call 0172 712350 


Atari STE 4MBytes complete with 40MByte HDD, 
second FDD, SM124 monitor, joystick, mouse, software 
and books £450. Call 01385 232542. 


1MByte STE £100, Philips CM8833 colour monitor £75, 
Protex 40MByte external HDD £65, handscanner and 
software £40, 4 x 1MByte SIMMs upgrade for Atari £40, 
Word Perfet and Fleet Street Editor £35. Call 01442 
872745 Alan, any time. 


STFM, 2MBytes RAM, external 3.5 DSDD, mouse, mat 
and joystick, programs, clip-art and games plus 
excellent Panasonic KXP1124 printer. £300. Buyer 
collects. Call Phil after 6pm on 01865 750382 


180MByte hard drive with one CD controller card 
including clock case and PSU by Gasteiner with 
software lead etc. £199. Phone after 6pm on 01582 
833411. 


SM144 Monitor ~ mono, high res for STS, tilt and swivel 
stand, audio. £80 ono. Call 01798 343833 and ask for 
Ben. 


Atari ST software sale (all boxed originals). Send SAE to 
Eddie (ST) 151 Balsusney Road, Kirkcaldy, KY2 5LH for 
full list. 


Citizen Swift 90C 9-pin dot matrix printer (colour). Only 
three months old £145. Lots of ST/STE games for sale. 
Call Kevin on 0181 5397200 after 4pm. 


Master system for sale (compatible with all games) with 
seven games, Will sell games seperately for £10 each. 
Master system with seven games is £65, boxed, etc. 
Phone James on 01692 403917. 


Atari 8-bit various, computers, drives, commercial and 
PD software, cassettes, disks, lightgun, boots, 
magazines. ICL 2400baud modem. Sell or swap for ST 
hardware. Phone John 01332 361536. 


Atari STE 1MByte, with Hyperpaint, Music Maker 2. 1st 
Basic, 1st Word, ANI ST GCSE revision module, junior 
school module, play and learn module. Can be seen 
working £160. Phone Roy 01827 716406. 


Atari S20STFM with mouse and software. Needs new 
internal disk drive - £70, Phone Darren on 01992 
583638. 


Power Greyscale hand scanner and software £50. VIDI- 
ST (12) Digitiser £30, 1040STE upgraded to 2Meg with 
over 100 disks inc utils, art, games, DTP, WP, music 
£300 ono. Phone Mark on 0114 276 6831. 


Falcon030 4Meg RAM/65 Meg interna! drive SVGA 
colour monitor, printer, magazines, loads of software 
£700 — will split. Call 01257 425131, 


4Meg STFM, 85Meg HD. External floppy drive, Phillips 
8833 monitor, Atari 124 monitor, loads of software and 
manuals — £600 the lot. Phone 0121 4271757 after 6pm. 


2MByte STE, portable colour TV, joystick, mouse, 
assorted business, music, graphic, games software, 
mags C/W cover disks. £225. Call Terry 0151 6069583. 


Atari 520STFM upgraded to 1040 specifications. Mouse, 
joystick, STOS basic and compiler, several games, all 
still boxed with full documentation, £120 ono, Call 01305 
778544 


Legal box games for sale. Powermonger and WWI; 
Soccer Mania; Deuteros; Champ Manager; Bridge 
(Omar Sharif); Caesar; Megalomania and First Samurai. 
£5 each plus P&P. Call 01703 457566. 


Atari STE520 upgraded to 1Meg. Mint condition plus 
software, all original discs and manual. Genuine offers in 
writing please. Mr Young, 36 Station Road, Netley, 
Southampton, SO31 SAF. 


For Sale Atari STE 1Meg and 520 — Powermonger; 
Megalomania; Championship Manager; Omar Sharif 
Bridge; Caesar; Deuteros; Soccer Mania. All for £30 or 
£5 each plus P&P. Call 01703 457566. 


Atari SLM 804 laser printer. Good working condition 
£300 ono or swap for multisync monitor. Mike 01480 
475036. 


Host adaptor card for using hard drive (SCSI) with an 


READER ADS 


READE 


AtariSTFM/E and lead to connect to computer £20. Call 
0191 4205118. 


Atari STFM, upgraded to 1MByte to include 30 plus 
games, two joysticks, two mouse, power scanner, £275 
ono. Phone Steve 01242 581878. 


‘Steinberg Pro 24 Ill with manual and dongle for ST £20. 
SIMMs (4 x 256 K) 1MByte for STE £10. Call 01273 
584802. 

TT030 computer, 2MByte RAM, 44MByte hard disk, 3.5- 
inch floppy drive, PTC 1426 mutisync colour monitor, 
mouse, manuals. £700. 01787 379741 


Epson internal 720K floppy disk drive £17.50. Atari 
‘SF314 external 720K floppy disk drive and PSU £22.50. 
Prices include P&P. Call 0116 266 5874. 


Atari 520 STE upgraded to 1MByte. A mouse, two 
joysticks, Timeworks 2 and 2 WPS. Games inc — 
Sensible Soccer and Civilization. ST FORMAT issues 
30-66 £150 ono. Call 01284 762466. 


520STFM upgraded to 2.5Meg, Acorn colour monitor, 
‘second disk drive, loads of software, over 50 mags and 
cover disks, mouse, joystick etc. £300 ono. Call 0191 
586 9564 plus 30Meg H/Drive. 


Atari1040 with high-res monitor. Excellent condition. 
Bargain at £230. Tel 01884 256955. Ask for Tony. 


Atari TT, 32-bit computer, 4MBytes, hard disk, colour 
monitor and software £800. Ring 01239 851783. 


Sega game gear, 5 games, carry case, AC adaptor, 
Cost over £200 new. Bargain £90. Tel 0114 250 7173. 


Atari STFM, lots of software, joystick, mouse, 
magazines, good condition £120 ono. Tel 01142 
507173. 


Notator Logic Audio for the Falcon, £325. Cubase 3 
£240. Both boxed as new. lan 01702 616961. 


GST C-Compiler, debugger, editor, manual £8. PC-Ditto 
£10, Blitz turbo £10. STAC £7, SEUCK £6. STOS £10. 
Many games including Lotus 3, Striker. | Hussain, 165 
Ash Road, Birmingham, B8 1DR. Tel 0121 328 8259. 


Atari ST/E games for sale at bargain prices including 
SimCity £7, Populous £4, R-Type £5, Falcon and 2 
mission discs £10, Lotus 3 £8. Send SAE to Jazz, 165 
Ash Road, Birmingham, B8 1DR. 


Morse, RTTY transceive for 520s £25 disc. Also CAD 
Novel for 4MByte Ataris £25 disc. Call 01297 23421. 


Mega ST, plus Phillips colour monitor. Extra drive. 
Games, programming, Protext 5, business software. 
ancillaries. Call 0151 643 9616, 


Falcon 4Meg, 65Meg hard disk, NVDI, SpeedoGDOS, 
MultiTOS, Ease, Devpac3, Stalker, coprocessor, few 
games, £550. 14 Meg board £300. Blow-Up Hard 2 £20. 
Andy 01435 882121 or 0171 9567075. 


STAC and DEGAS Elite. All originals or swap for 
Stereomaster sound sampler or if you have 
‘Stereomaster for sale. Ring Keith on 01268 472325. 


Original games. Superheros (4 games; Strider 2, The 
Spy Who Loved Me, Last Ninja 2, Indiana Jones and the 
Last Crusade) £7. Beyond the Ice Palace £2, North and 
South £4, (no manual for NandS). Phone Nick 0151 334 
9728. 


Atari compendium book ~ brand new — £25 plus P&P. 
Spectre 128 CDRT and system disks, no instructions — 
£50 plus P&P. Tel 0116 291 3192 after 7pm. 


Original games: Supercars £4, Pitaighter £5, Shadow 
Gates £6. Phone Nick 0151 3349728. 


AUR format 16-bit samples, 22KHz or 44KHz, £1.50 per 
disk drum machine sets, synths, etc. Ring 01283 
500944 for details. 


Videomaster colour digitiser for Atari Falcon, complete 
with RGB splitter, cost £100+ only £60. Phone 01268 
561066. 


Falcon030, 4Meg memory and 65Meg hard drive, and 
some software, as-new condition. £695 ono. Phone 
01268 561066. 


ST FORMAT READER AD ORDER FORM 


Name: 
Address: 


Telephone (inc new area code 


Write your ad in block capitals (maximum 30 words) in the space provided. Then 
either cut out the coupon or use a photocopy and send it in to: ST FORMAT Reader 
Ads, 30 Monmouth Street, Bath, Avon, BA1 2BW. 


Please tick: Sales |_] Wanted |_] Swap 


Terms: ST FORMAT Reader Ads are accepted on the following conditions:1) No trade or 
commercial ads 2) The accuracy, position and timing of the ads cannot be guaranteed. 

3) Anyone found using the ST FORMAT Reader Ad service to sell pirated software will be 
reported to the appropriate authorities. 4) We will only print your ad if you sign below. 
RASTF68 


| agree to abide by the conditions stated above. 


Signed. 


| Messages (_] User Groups |_| 


Date . 


Totally free! 


210Meg SCSI hard drive Gasteiner model with lead for 
Atari Falcon or will need link for STs, as-new condition 
£250. Phone 01268 561066. 

DA, Vector £75, CalAssist SL £15. German PD CD- 
ROM £15. Phone 01268 561066. 


Second-hand software, all boxed originals, for more 
details send SAE to Edward Smart, 30 Bury Road, 
Barrow Bury, St Edmunds, Suffolk, P29 5AB. 

Clear Out! Lots to go, old and new eg Calamus 5 £60, 
scanner £50, Geneva £25, At Once Plus £35, Redacteur 
£20, Pro 29 £15 and many games. Brian 01539 723190. 
Atari SC1H35 Colour monitor almost new £155, second 
floppy drive with built-in PS £35 and cheap original 
software. Upgrade to 1Meg STE memory boards £5 ea. 
Phone 0161 3207415 or 0161 4426078. 


STFM (2MBytes) external drive, CM8833 colour monitor 
25+ games 1st Word Plus, Hyperpaint, mouse, joystick — 
£250. Phone 01609 778761. Delivery possible within 
reasonable distance, 


Wanted, Atari 520ST war games, any type in board- 
game format, buy or swap. Also anyone who has or is 
able to put Spectrum games into Atari format. Please 
contact. Call 01252 510555 


Prospero C compiler complete with manuals. Call 01929 
551772, Dave. 


Has anyone still got a copy of Star Command by SS1. If 
so phone me now 0181 2030475. 


Wanted! Space Quest 1/3. Must be cheap! Phone 
Plymouth 779146 and when ringing say “Hi, I'm Roger 
Wilco, let's buy games”. PS including save disks! 


John the Composer music/MIDI program. Write to me 

with an offer or info on where the program is available. 
Thanks. Keith Parker, 96 Sandhurst Road, Tunbridge 

Wells, Kent, TN2 3DX. 


Wanted: Civilization (good condition) and Barbarian (by 
Palace). Will pay reasonable sum of money. Phone Matt 
on 01452 301217 after 4pm. 


A copy of these games (if possible) because the disk got 
old and the computer refuses to load them. They are: 
Afterburner 2, R-Type, Super Hang-on and Quik and 
Silva. Contact Chaule, 21 Enfield Avenue, Preston, 
Victoria 3072, Australia. Phone 03 470 2465. 


Wanted: Dynablasters, with manual and joystick 
extension for multiplayer. Send list if you have more or 
just a letter for a chat — I'll reply to any — 11 Dedmere 
Rise, Marlow, Bucks, SL7 1PQ. 


Games wanted, will pay up to £8 each — for Space 
Quest |, Risky Woods, Fire and Ice, Parasol Stars, 
Sleepwalker, SKIDZ, Space Ace, Ishar Legend of the 
Fortress for Atari STFM. Call 01705 665043. 


Wanted strategy games — no pirates please — for Atari 
STE 1Meg. Written list with game description please. Mr 
Young, 36 Station Road, Netley, Southhampton, SO31, 
SAF. 


Wanted: DTP and word processing software and any 
extra fonts and clip-art for Atari STE setup. Also font 
editors eg Fontkit v4.1, etc (preferably with some 
documents please). Call 01438 714033. 


ST games. Supersprint, Barbarian, Dungeon Master, 
Chaos Engine, Flight Sims, Pipemania, Fl, Silentservice 
Heimdall, Xenon 2, Rugby, Stuntcar Racer, U96 
Starball, Hoyles, Cadaver Cheats, modems, printers. 
Top prices. Call 01526 834598. 


Hard drive suitable for STFM wanted. Any size 
considered. Send details to: Mr A Green, 6 Middlebere 
Drive, Northmoor Park, Wareham, Dorset BH20 4SD. 
Cash waiting! 


Heroes compilation wanted. Barbarian 2, Running Man, 
Star Wars and Licence to Kill. Please phone David — 
0161 7240659. 


Number-crunching PRG to work out permutations (PD 
OK). Also book with examples of spreadsheet formulae. 
Telephone Chris 01639 633715 (today will do!) 


Desperate! | need an Atari ST1040 immediately!! 
Anyone know where | can get one or who has one, then 
contact me please! Call 01525 872649. 


WANTED: Amiga 500, no games, but mouse, joystick 
and manuals. Will pay up to £100. Call 0114 250 7173. 


Cheap hard drive. Requirements: suitable for Atari 
Falcon, minimum capacity of 4OMBytes and must be in 
perfect working order. All replies and offers anwered. 
Michael Cumpton, 28 Pen-an-Gwel, St Ives, Cornwall, 
TR26 1DL. 


Wanted: Oracle, Formfinder, Propunter and any other 
horse tipping software. Will buy or swap. Write to : 
PK116, Erenkoy 81062, Istanbul, Turkiye. 


Urgently wanted, top prices paid. ST Games: Curse of 
the Azure Bonds, Elvira — Mistress of the Dark, Elvira 2, 
theHaws of Gereovs, Civilisation: Legends of Valour. 
Call 0181 8826515 


Digita's cashbook combo accounts package for the STE. 
Must be in excellent condition with manual. Cash 
waiting. Plese ring after 5pm 01924 283179. 


Wanted: Dungeon Master, Elite. Also various boxed 
games for sale. Phone Raymond 01387 268821 after 
6pm. 


Copy of APB (by Domark) for STE. Will buy at 
reasonable price under £10. Call 01326 40647. 


Issues 1 and 2 of ST Review with cover disks to 
complete my collection. Call 01924 452100. 


Programs wanted for PDL — we pay for your programs. 
Send SSAE for a leaflet about what we want. Write to 
PAJ Software, PAJ House, Shaftesbury Avenue, 
Cheadle Hulme, Stockport, SK8 7DB. 


WANTED: Sage Accountant plus program for the ST. 
Preferably boxed and with manual. Tel Russell on 01692 
631225. 

WANTED: The Curse of Azure Bonds, Hillsfar, 
Romdwar 2000, Bat 2 for STE. Buy or swap for other 
software or tips for Ultima 6, Frontier, Towers and other 
games, Call 048 58 511271 (Poland). 


Desperately looking for Pro Tennis Tour 2. Swap or buy. 
Call 0181 8529252. 


Want to swap PD? I've got roughly 60 quality disks 
some with more than 3 PD programs on. To find out 
more call 01296 89059 6-9pm. 


Interested in swapping software? Lots of games 
available. Especially interested in Dungeon 
Master/Chaos Strikes Back. T Higgins. 40 Sutherland 
Avenue, London, W9 2HQ. 


Introducing JDPD, a great swap service, where you can 
get PD for the price of a disk. Send a SSAE and disk 
today to: J Davidson, Wood Farm House, Whichford, 
Shipston-On-Stour, Warks, CV36 5PG. 


| want to swap my original boxed Microprose Golf for an 
original boxed copy of Populous. Phone Sion on 01994 
448471 after 6pm. 


‘ST contacts wanted to exchange PD software. Send a 
blank disk for catalogue to A Owen, 11 Castle View Est, 
Derrington, Nr Stafford, ST18 9NF. 


Microdeal Quarter, Master Sound and Replay plus 
‘Sweer Sixteen accompliment — composer for notator 
‘scorewriter or similar software. Call 01327 341319. 


Wanted: SimCity or Populous 2. Willing to buy or swap 
for New Zealand Story, Golden Axe, Pacmania Time 
Bandit or Bridge Player Galactica. Call 01734 262967 
and ask for Alex (after 6m weekdays). 


Wanted Sensible Soccer or International Sensible 
Soccer for Civilization or Street Fighter 2. If interested 
contact Phillip Ramsay on 01270 255523. 


essages 


Stellar diskzine if packed with reviews, news and free 
PD. Send £1 for issue 14 to: Mark Nobes, Newholme, 
Aston Road, Chipping Campden, Glos, GL55 6HR. 


HELP! Technician/engineer to find why my Daatascan 
scanner doesn't work. Call Chris 01639 683715. Signed, 
Desperate. 


Do you use the Cyber series for animations? | am 
looking for people to swap animations, ideas and 
information on how to get the best from these programs. 
Call 0170 2260235. 


For a free copy of the new-look Power Disk mag — 
please just send a disk and SSAE and ask for Power 
Mag to: James, 3 Salisbury Road, Maidstone, Kent, 
ME14 QTY. 


NOVADISKS — Any submissions for Nova 5 must be 
received by Feb 1st when it will be released price £2 + 
SAE, James Bird, 91 Elm Tree Avenue, Derby, DES6 
ONN. 


Build your PD collection for virtually nothing. Demos, 
modules, utilities, etc. all waiting to be swapped or sold. 
Call 0117 967 2203. 


Get your PD for free by sending your list and a stamp to 
me for a list of over 600 disks of demos, modules, 
utilities, etc. Paul Womar, 27 Stonehill, Hanham, Bristol, 
BS15 SHP. 


Third dimension — 3D Construction Kit user group disk 
mag only £1.50 monthly. Crammed with tutorials, 
datafiles, etc. Tony Hartley, 19 Kipling Close, Lockwood, 
Huddersfield, Yorkshire, HD4 SHA. Tel 01484 460888. 


Come on guys! Join Atari Update: The user group to be 
with. Send a letter to: 22 Brook Road, Shanklin, OW, 
PO37 7LU for info. 


Academic Software = 01296 82524 
Acclaim @ 01703 860722 

Accolade = 0181 977 0880 

Advanced Graphics t 01942 488174 
Alternative Software = 01977 797777 
Analogic Computers = 0181 546 9575 
Arnor 2 01733 68909 

Atari UK @ 01753 533344 

Audiogenic Software = 0181 424 2244 
Beaujolly = 01737 222003 

Care Electronics * 01923 894064 
Centresoft s 0121 625 3399 

CGS ComputerBild = 0181 679 7307 
Cheetah = 0161 707 7080 
Codemasters 01926 814132 

Coktel Vision = 00 331 46 30 99 57 
Compo Software 01487 773582 
Core Design = 01332 297797 
Creative Sounds = 0117 9244395 
Daze Marketing = 0171 372 7435 
Digita 01395 270273 

Digital Integration = 01276 684959 
Dolphin Software 7 01603 617602 
Domark = 0181 780 2222 

Douglas Communications 

@ 0161 456 9587 

Electric Distribution/GST 7 01753 549442 


Electronic Arts 2 01753 549442 
EMagic = 01462 480000 

Empire t 01268 541212 
Empire/Readysoft = 01268 541126 
Europress Software t 01625 859 333 
Everglade (software, books etc) 

B 01463 240168 

Evesham Micros 01386 765500 
ExNet Systems = 0181 244 0077 

Fast Atari Repairs = 0171 252 3553 
FaST Club = 0115 945 5250 

First Computer Centre 

@ 0113 231 9444 

Fujitsu * 0181 573 4444 

Gadgets by Small 

= 00 1 303 791 6098 

Gasteiner 7 0181 345 6000 

GFA Data Media = 01734 794941 
Golden Image UK Ltd 7 0181 900 9291 
Goodman International t 01782 335650 
Gremlin Graphics t 0114 275 3423 
Harman Audio = 0181 207 5050 
Hewlett Packard = 01344 369369 
HiSoft/AVR @ 01525 718181 

ICD Inc = 00 1 815 968 2228 

IDS = 0121 459 4340 

ImageArt t 0181 767 4761 


Impact Software = 01280 850450 
Impressions 0171 351 2133 
Infogrames = 0171 7388199 

JCA Europe = 01734 452416 

Kixx XL/US Gold = 0121 625 3311 
Korg = 0181 427 5377 

Kosmos Software 7 01525 873942 
Krisalis 01709 372290 

Kuma * 01734 844335 

Ladbroke Computing International 
@ 01772 203166 

Lexicor Software (USA) 

= 00 508 792 6618 

Lexicor Software (Europe) 

= 00 43 1367592 

Llamasoft = 01734 814478 

Loriciel = 00 331 46 88 28 38 
Marpet Developments 7 01423 712600 
Meedmore = 0151 521 2202 
Michtron = 00 1 313 334 5700 
Microdeal = 01525 713671 
MicroProse = 01454 329510 
Millennium + 01223 844894 
Mindscape 7 01444 246333 
Mirage = 01260 299909 

Monolith Enterprises = 01983 867377 
Ocean/Hit Squad t 0161 832 6633 


ST DIRECTORY 
SEH 


ESSENTIAL CONTACTS 


Panasonic 01344 853195 

Power Computing 7 01234 843388 
Premier Mail Order > 01268 271172 
Pro Music = 01284 765765 
Psygnosis = 0151 7095755 

Q Logic = 01382 25311 

Q Tek UK = 01382 200808 

RC Simulations 7 0117 955 0900 
Renegade = 0171 481 9214 

Roland = 01252 816181 

Rombo ® 01506 414631 

Rubysoft = 0171 381 8998 

Silica Systems 7 0181 309 1111 
Siren Software = 0161 724 7572 
Software Technology 7 0161 236 2515 
Sound Technology 01462 480000 
Special Reserve = 01279 600204 
Star Micronics = 01494 471111 
System Solutions t 01753 832212 
Thalion = 0121 442 2050 

The Third Dimension 7 01484 460888 
Titan Designs = 0121 414 1630 
Titus Software t 0171 700 2119 

UBI Soft 0181 343 9055 

Virgin = 0181 960 2255 

WeServe = 01705 647000 

zzSoft # 01254 386192 


E-MAIL ADDRESSES USER GROUP: 


Andy Curtis: 
andy@theshack.demon.co.uk 
CGS ComputerBi 
100042.2312@compuserve.com 
Clive Parker: 
cparker@futurenet.co.uk or 
clive@netmag.cityscape.co.uk 
Compo Software: 
compo@cix.compulink.co.uk 

Demon Internet: internet@demon.net 
Frank Chariton: 
frank@tachyon.demon.co.uk 

Gribnif Softwa 
gribnif@genie.geis.com 

HiSoft: hisoft@cix.compulink.co.uk 
Lexicor Software Corporation: 
services@lexicor.com 
support@lexicor.com 
info@lexicor.com 
graphics@lexicor.com 

Mark S Smith: msh@dl.ac.uk 

ICD: icdinc@genie.geis.com or 


icdinc@delphi.com 
«net magazin: 
netmag.futurenet.co.uk 

Oregon Research: 
orres@teleport.com 

Sam Trameil, Atari: 75300.3443@ 
compuserve.com 

ST FORMAT: 

stf@futurenet.co.uk 

Trenton Webb: 
trenty@futurenet.co.uk 

Atari ftp sites: 
atari.archive.umich.edu/atari/ 
ftp.demon.co.uk/atari 
micros.hensa.ac.uk/micros/atari/ 
src.doc.ic.ac.uk/packages/atari/ 
umich/ 


Atari ST Usenet newsgroups: 
comp.sys.atari.advocacy 
comp.sys.atari.announce 
comp.sys.atari.st 


comp.sys.atari.st.tech 
demon.ip.support.atari 


Atari Web sites: 

Atari CD FAQ: 
http://www.dl.ac.uk/MISC/ATARI/ 
CD_FAQ 

Atari ftp list: 
http://www.dl.ac.uk/MISC/ATARI/ 
ftplist.txt 

Atari Guide to Network Connectiv- 
ity: http://www.dl.ac.uk/MISC/ATARI/ 
SLIP_FAQ 

Atari TOS Desktop Survival kit: 
http://www.dl.ac.uk/MISC/ATARI/ 
survival 

Mark Smith’s Atari Web Page: 
http://www.dl.ac.uk/MISC/ATARI/ 
atari-html 

ST FORMAT: 

http://www. futurenet.co.uk/ 
computing/stformat.html 


ATARI UPDATE & DYNAMIC 
PUBLICATIONS, 22 Brook Road, Isle of 
Wight PO37 7LU 

ATARI USER GROUP (SCOTLAND), 50 
Jones Green, Knightsridge West, Liv- 
ingston EH54 8QB 

ATARI-YAMAHA USER, 49 Summerfield 
Road, Wythenshaw, Manchester M22 1AE 
ICTARI USER GROUP, 63 Woolsbridge 
Road, Ashley Heath, Ringwood, Hants 
BH24 2LX 

FALCON FACT FILE (FFF), 11 Pound 
Meadow, Whitchurch, Hampshire 

G28 7LG 

FALCON OWNERS GROUP (FOG), PO Box 
353, Stafford ST17 9US 

PARATARI ST/TT/FALCON USERS GROUP, 
C./Nicholas Salmeron no 16, 20 Isqda, 
47004 VALLADOLID, Spain 

THE PANTHER OWNERS’ GROUP 

c/o Michael Gray, 56 Whitley Crescent, 
Wigan, Lancs, WN1 2PP 


PD LIBRARIES 


16/32 PDL, 173 High Street, Strood, Kent 
ME2 4TW @ 01634 710788 

AD-LIB PD, 22 Alexandra St, Pelton Lane 
Ends, Chester-le-Street, County Durham, 
DH2 1NT = 0191 370 2496 

A-ONLINE ATARI CEC, 1229 East Mohawk 
Avenue, Tampa, FL 33604, USA 

@ 00 813 237 1656 

AGPD, c/o A Green, 6 Middlebere Drive, 
Wareham, Dorset, BH20 4SD 

ASGARD PD, 20 Langdale Drive, Flan- 
shaw, Wakefield, WF2 9EW 

01924 363059 

ATARI USER GROUP (SCOTLAND), 50 
Jones Green, Knightsbridge West, Living- 
stone, EH54 8QB @ 01506 32521 

AWF PDL, 123 Hazelwell Crescent, 
Stirchley, Birmingham B30 2QE 


= 0121 458 4345 

BALSALL PD, 6 Rushton Close, Balsall 
Common, Coventry CV6 7PA 

CHAOS PD = 01296 89059 

CALEDONIA PDL, 250 Oldtown Road, 
Hilton, Inverness IV2 4PT = 01463 225736 
DIGITAL DISK, Steve Hill, 162 Burley 
Grove, Downend, Bristol, BS16 5QQ 
FALCON OWNERS GROUP, 10 Oak Drive, 
Portishead, Bristol, Avon BS20 8QS 

@ 01275 843241 

FaST CLUB, 2 Broadway, Nottingham 
NG11 1PS = 0115 941 0241 

FERDY BLASET, Halleyweg 114,3318 CP 
Dordrecht, Netherlands = 00 3178 172 879 
FLOPPYSHOP, PO Box 273, Aberdeen 
AB 8S] = 01224 312756 

GL-PD 62 Colwyn Ave, Winch Wen, 


Swansea SA1 7E} = 01792 799762 
GOODMAN PDL, 16 Conrad Close, Meir 
Hay Estate, Longton, Stoke on Trent, 
Staffs ST3 1SW = 01782 335650 

LAPD, PO Box 2, Heanor, Derbyshire 
DE75 7YP = 01773 761944 

MAGNETIC FIELDS, PO Box 118, Preston, 
Lancs PR2 2AW @ 01772 881190 

MERLIN PD, 11 Grange Close, Minchin- 
hampton, Stroud, Glos GL6 9DF 

= 01453 882793 

NEW AGE PDL, PO Box 30, Leigh-on-Sea, 
Essex, SS9 4AD = 01702 480691 

POWER PD, 3 Salisbury Road, Maidstone, 
Kent, ME14 2TY = 01622 763056 
RIVERDENE PDL, 30a School Road, 
Tilehurst, Reading, Berkshire RG3 SAN 

= 01734 452416 


BUYING BY MAIL ORDER 


The number 
of bargains 
available 
through mail 
order has never been 
greater - just follow our guide. 


trading Standards office 
Some Street 

‘Any town 

Postcode 


1. Before you send any money, ri 

to make sure the item you req 

Ask questions about the company’s policy on 
delivery and returns of faulty equipment. Make 
sure there are no hidden costs such as postage 
and packaging. Find out when you can realisti- 
cally expect to receive your goods. 

2. Make sure you read the small print on ads. 
3. Beware of companies that don’t include their 


address on their adverts, or don’t answer or 
return your calls. 

4. By far the best method of payment is by 
credit card. If you're ordering goods that come 
to more than £100 in total value, you are legally 
entitled to claim compensation from some credit 
companies if the retailer goes bust. Check your 
credit card company’s policy. You can also try to 
get extra insurance in advance. 

5. If you're not paying by credit card, pay by 
cheque. Never send cash. Avoid postal orders. 
6. Always keep a record of your order, and make 
sure you keep it somewhere safe. If you're buy- 
ing by credit card keep a note of the time of the 
order and ask for an order number. When order- 
ing anything over the telephone, double-check 


the price before you part with your money. 

7. If you are sending a cheque keep a note of the 
cheque number, the date and the exact value. 
Make sure you know the name and some details 
of the mail order company. 

8. When you receive your goods, check them 
carefully. If anything is missing or faulty, contact 
the supplier immediately. 

9. Order from the most recent issue of STF. 

10. If a problem does arise, contact the supplier 
first. Calmly and politely tell them your problem. 
Most problems turn out to be minor hitches or 
misunderstandings, which can easily be resolved. 
If you think you have a genuine grievance, con- 
tact your local Trading Standards Officer. The 
number is in the phone book. 


SDPD Stephen Day, 11 Allington Mead, 
Bridport, Dorset DT6 SHF 2 01308 427179 
SOLENT SOFTWARE, 53 Rufus Gdns, Tot- 
ton, Hants, SO40 8TA t 01703 868882 
STELLAR PD, Newholme, Aston Road, 
Chipping Campden, Gloucestershire, 
GLS5 6HR @ 01386 840737 
TRANSPARENT DREAMS PDL, 59 Renton 
Road, Wythenshawe, Manchester, M22 
9TQ t 0161 437 7474 

TUMBLEVANE PDL, 6 West Road, 
Emsworth, Hampshire, PO10 7JT, 

= 01243 370600 

WARPZONE PDL, 53 Ropewalk, River St, 
St Judes, Bristol BS2 9EG = 0117 941 2021 
WHO'S PDL, 5 Highmead, Plumstead, 
London SE18 2DH = 0181 473 1488 


BUYER 
BEWARE 


Inclusion in this list does not mean 
ST FORMAT endorses or recom: 
mends libraries, user groups or 


companies in any way. 


If you run a PD library, or a user 
group/club, and you'd like it to be 
included in the list, please send 
details (and your latest catalogue if 
it's a PD library) to: The Directory, 
ST FORMAT, 30 Monmouth Street, 
Bath, Avon, BAT 2BW. 
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HELP! GAMEBUSTERS 
=. orca 


Captain Blunder, aka Simon Forrester, wades his 
way through piles of reader tips, and carefully 

selects this month’s winning cheats. They’re the 
ones that got stuck to his boot. 


eee SAMURAI 
_ ae 


we: “4 REVIEWED STF 61, 85% 


Jody Smith, who assures us 
that he is in fact a feller, has 
provided a bundle of invalu- 
able tips for First Samurai, 
recently re-released on budget 
by UBI Soft. His guide takes 
you through each level, with 
instructions not only how to 
get through, but also the best 
way to defeat each guardian. 


Ancient Japan 

Take the logs to the far right 
of the level (above the ground) and 
use them to form a bridge across 
the waterfall. Continue to the right. 

This level’s guardian is a 

dragon, and to defeat him you'll 
need axes or knives to throw. Stand 
on the convenient platform pro- 
vided and throw them at any part 
of the dragon. When you run out 
of things to throw, try chopping 
and punching at the dragon’s base. 


Civilisation 
The teleport at the top left 
of the playing area transports you 


to an underground pas-  & 
sage. The flames that you 
find here can be put out 
with the pails of water. 

When you get 
through the flames, you 
come up against a Tri- 
bot. Your best tactic 
here is to corner it 
against the right-hand 
statue and continually 
hack at it, while duck- 
ing whenever it fires 
back at you. Knives would be handy 
here, although not essential. 


Crystal caverns 

Use the underground tele- 
port to reach the island in the sky. 
Just to the right of this is a row of 
spikes, which can be crossed by 
using the rocks as stepping stones. 
Now head off to the right (lots of 
rightwards motion in this game, 
isn’t there?). 

Unfortunately, you're now 
approaching the spooks. You can’t 
do much here — just stand on the 
right of the screen and throw 
whatever you have at them. When 
they charge, jump and slash as they 
close in. After a while, they get 


& See that log? You'll need that, only it's protected by a fierce, fire-breathing, 
and expendable dragon. And you're carrying that sword... 
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\ mHere comes the bad guy 
hatching his evil plot. Boo! 


#, bored and wander off 
- home. 


To get to the first cav- 
ern you need to use 
\ the teleport 

directly above your 
starting position. Once in the cav- 
ern, walk to the right (avoiding the 
mine) until you come to a skeleton 
swordsman. Use the lightning on 
him to wake him up and make him 
attack you. Now, why on earth did 
you ever want to do that? 

To defeat the skeleton you're 
going to need the knives. Once he’s 
woken, run to the left, turn and 
shoot him. Throw your knives spar- 
ingly — once he starts blocking he 
carries on for a fair while. When 


a Maree : 


you run out of things to throw, 
charge into the skeleton, chopping 
rapidly, and occasionally jumping 
over him to attack from behind. 
Just don’t retreat. 


oe a eee 

= = - 

vt) peoKND: sorte Bs 
SBR | i qo 1 ae ee 


GAMEBUSTERS HELP! 


@ Have you ever wondered how computer characters climb so well? In an exclusive 
interview on set, Sam Urai claimed “it’s all in the wrists”. Thank you, Sam. 


Subway train 

Just continue to the right 
until you finish. If you want to col- 
lect a few goodies, try jumping 
while standing on the train’s roof, 
and you should find nice things 
start to fall from the sky. Or try 
chopping at ceilings to get hold of 


even more goodies. 
re] Derelict suburbs 

The special items are now 
hidden, so chopping at ceilings 
often reveals them. Take this level’s 
items (cherubs) to the far right at 
street level and use them to lift the 
sacks which are covering the man- 
hole, then jump 
down to face the 
guardian. 

And wish you 
hadn’t. You're look- 
ing at.a multiheaded 
monster, and he’s 
not easy to kill. Try 
standing to its left 
and hacking while 
standing up. Kill any 
heads that grow 
before they break off 
and attack you. As 
this'is the toughest 
guardian around, 


affair flanked by tall, 
foreboding statues. 


i Oe ee 
— = 


& This is the opening screen 
to the entire game, a majestic 


you might like to try cheating your 
way out of it. And this is how... 

The easy way to avoid this 
guardian completely is to make 
sure you only take two cherubs and 
a bell. When you ring the bell, only 
two sacks are taken, providing the 
perfect platform to jump over the 
barrel to the right and stroll 
straight off to level seven. 


Sewers 

This level's special items are 
snowflakes, which can be used to 
crystalise the spurts of water, which 
are scattered throughout the level. 
Once a spurt has been frozen, hit it 
until it shatters and you then get a 
clear path. 

The guardian here is similar 
to the one on the first level, so 
stand on the convenient centre 
platform and jump while hacking at 
the lower body: If his head gets 


ra] More derelict suburbs 

Use the diamonds to break 
the forcefields in the same fashion 
as you used the snowflakes on the 
previous level. Now you come up 
against the machine, so keep to the 
left of the thing and swipe at it. 
Use the platforms to get at the 
thing as it gets gradually higher. If 
you need any extra food or things 
to throw, you'll find them hidden 
above the forcefields to your left. 
3) Elevator heights 

After collecting all nine 

floppy disks, go to the top right of 
the area and boot up the main ter- 
minal. Once this has been done, all 
the monitor screens light up. 

It's easy to get lost on this 
level, so the best thing to do is 
break any floors or ceilings that are 
already cracked, so that you can 
easily tell where you have already 
been. Secondly, make sure you 
smash any surveillance cameras, 
otherwise they'll give away your 
location to the bad guys. 

If you manage to find your 
way through, you come up against 
the computer holograms. Hitting 
the large green button releases a 
hologram for you to kill. Only 
release another once the previous 
hologram has been nobbled, as you 
can’t handle too many at once. The 
easiest way to kill them is to 
throw things at them, but as 
soon as they get anywhere 
near you just keep jump- 
ing and slashing. 


near, you should be able to knock it 4 x 


away without any trouble, stop- y. 


ping him from dribbling 

slime anywhere near you. = = 
If your energy level drops 4 
too much, use the 
food hamper that’s 
to your left. Just 

there. That's it. 


0 Futuristic Japan 
The special items on this 

level are eight scrolls, which can be 

used at the very top of the playing 


area, where the backdrop is che- 


quered like a chessboard for a nice 
surprise. Just to the right are stacks 
of goodies hidden in the ceilings, 
including food, bells, treasure, 
scrolls and power-ups. The lantern 
there helps you uncover them. 

You now come up against the 
demon king. Ooh, goody. While the 
scrolls are being released, go to the 
far side and off the chessboard 
backdrop. If you stay on the chess- 
board he'll burst through and crush 
you to death. 

The secret of the demon king 
is to destroy its eyes, so go for one 
of them. It takes a few attacks, but 
you should get it in the end. 

You need to destroy both 
eyes to blind him totally, at which 
point he calls forth extra baddies to 
help him out. Try to ignore them 
and jump and hack at the demon 
king instead - the chances are that 
the baddies will get caught in the 
cross-fire anyway. Just keep going 
until the demon king explodes, and 
you've finished the game. Well 
done! Easy, wasn’t it? 


a, 
[ ‘e ; ‘ 
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a 
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& This is the angle of a samurai 
that you really don’t want to see. 


. = iy | 
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* FLOOD | EPIC 


Epic - a space adventure sadly spoilt 


| £9.99 EA = 01753 549442 supplied the complete set of level £19.99 OCEAN by a slight lack of gameplay. 1 ¢ 
: i codes to this classic little game. = 0161 832 6633 , ' * 
| Andrew Reed of Tyne and Wear —_ The codes are: 
(Monkseaton, no less) has kindly 5 We like this Andrew Reed 
I Zi FROG YEAR QUIF fella. He send mission 


LONG WORD FRED codes. Codes we print. 
WINE GRIP TRAP Yeah. Me bad bananas. 
"THUD FRAK VINE Sorry - no - that’s Captain 
JUMP NILL FOUR Blood, isn’t it? (Sorry? - 
GRIT ZING JING LIDO everyone else) 
POOL HATE REED 

LIME QUID WING | 2- AURIGA 
FLEE GIGA HEAD 3 —- CEPHEUS 
LOOP SING JOUX PINK 4-APUS 
GOGO LETS QUAD 5 —MUSCA 
BRIL EGGS HENS NAIL 6 - PYXIS 
SOAP FOAM MEEK | | 7-CETUS 


But despite'that, it looks. 
blinkin’ gorgeous, as yoll can see. 


z 
sce 


= 8 —- FORNAX 
Ridley Scott's alien played | 9—CAELUM 
a number of cameos, this 
time in the background. 10 - CORVUS ao : 
UBI SOFT = 0181 343 9055 RKBVGMHE 
STF 43, 92% UUOVEVPU 
RAFAVONL 
This Andrew Reed bloke just UKFHEVHG 


| keeps on going, doesn’t he? Posi- UOBHPOPA 

| tively Duracell-like, he is. For your RBVCQTVR 

| playing pleasure, your digital RWANPTVZ 
delectation and your gaming gai- UKZHWSAG 
ety, the playing codes you'll need UBNZQLUK 


for the one-player levels of this UOGZMSGU | 
excellent bombastic, erm, game RWCYQNLR- 
are as follows: UKNZPJUV 
UBGZOMUH | 
| RKOVGEHK MKCAPHAH | 
| UUYKWGEU MUNEPBCP 
| UKCZJGVG UKGOWPSG 
| UWVKOPST UKNOWVSG 
| RWHYJWLA RWEZMOHK 


Revenge of the Mutant Camels 


16/32 PDL = 01634 7 
It's that Andrew Reed chap again! And he’s sent 
| _usall these level codes for the Minter classic: 


OLLANTAYTAMBO 

| RAVEADELICA 
| NEWCASTLE EMLYN. 
THIS IS BASINGSTOKE. 
| OCCAM II 
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Ever wished you'd bought a colour printer instead of a mono one? Wouldn't it be nice 
to print out pictures in colour? Now you can with Amiga "FlexiKolor Kit". Each Atari 
FlexiKolor Kit comes complete with everything you need to print in colour, including 
___ superb software. The colour kit is simple to use, the ribbons fit exactly the same way 
as your black ribbons so it will not affect your guarantee. Also on all models listed 
below paper alignment is automatic, you do not have to manually align. PRINTS AS _ 


FLEXIDUMP PLUS 3 


j TE ILOUR SOFTWARE FOR YOUR COLOUR PRINTER 


NO MORE BANDING! 

NO MORE WHITE LINES! 

Yes, it's true, the new Plus 3 will remove banding & white lines 

from dot matrix & bubblejet printers. Now you can have deskjet 
| quality on dot matrix and bubblejet printers. 


* Balance control for picture enhancement 

Select area to be printed 

+ Select size to be printed 

-® Page control 

* Colour sieve 

Ink correction 

* Automatic poster mode for larger than A4- 

* Gamma correction (fully adjustable and saveable) 

 Spooler for colour letterheads ete 

* Imports a large range of file types including (IMG) larger then 
screen size, tiny, Spectrum 512, IFF, Degas, Neo, IFF 
(Amiga), HAM (Amiga). Yes, you can even print Amiga pics. 

* Colour separation (Print colour on your Bubblejet/Deskjet) 

% Ideal for T-shirt printing 

%* Now with anti aliasing, to get rid of those jagged edges 

x Large range of dithering (dot pattern) modes 

* Run in any resolution, view, manipulate and print in any other 
resolution 

* Colour catalogue function will print a miniature of each 
picture configurable between | to 8 across 

* Will drive 9 or 24 pin Star, Citizen, Swift, Panasonic, NEC. 

Epson, Canon, HP Deskjet 500C, 550C, Laserjet etc 


STILL ONLY £39.95 inc 


4 Colour Star LC200 9 Pin . 

4 Colour Star LC200 9 Pin (Reload). 
4 Colour Star LC200 24 Pin 

4 Colour Star 24 Pin (Reload). 
4 Colour Seikosha SL95... 

4 Colour Seikosha SL95 (Rel 

1 Colour Citizen 120D/Swift 

1 Colour Star LC10. 

1 Colour Star LC200 

1 Colour all Star 24 Pin . 

1 Colour Epson FX8 

1 Colour Epson LX80. 

1 Colour Epson FX100 

1 Colour Panasonic KXP 1080 
1 Colour Taxan/Canon 10804. 


Large pens have a marker size nib 
‘Small pens have a fine nib .. . 


= 
(apecial privet per atechl tall packages) 


Easy Text Plus now only £9.99 inc p& 
Desktop Publishing package ver |.4a. ST Format 89% 
For any ST(e) 520, or 1040. Runs in high/med res. 
Outstanding output to: 
@ Any 9/24 pin Epson dot-matrix printer 
This means most, if not all, modern printers 
@ CanonBJ10e/B)10ex, and other inkjets 
including Epson Stylus 
@ Deskjets & lasers, 300*300 dpi 
Create columns, word wrap, import & edit text 
Import Degas clip art, crop as required & place on page 
Complete with 88 page User Guide etc, etc 
Please specify printer when ordering Easy Text Plus 


Easy Text Professional now only £19.99 inc p&p 
Desktop Publishing package. ST Format GOLD award. 

For any ST(e) 1040. Runs in high/med res. Requires | Meg-of RAM 

Output as above. Graphics import: IMG, GEM, TNY, TN3 etc. Crop and resize. 16 preset 
vector objects, eg circle, star. 28 fill styles; editable DEGAS FIL format. 135 page User 
Guide, AS ring binder. Import text; First Word,Protext, etc. Text runaround. Multiple 
pages: add/copy/move/delete pages: etc etc. 


Easy Text Pro Vector now only £19.99 inc p&p 
Desktop Publishing package, ver 2.0 - latest version runs in high/med res. Requires 2 Meg 
of RAM & a hard disk, or 2.5 megs of RAM & a RAM disk (provided). Also requires 
SpeedoGDOS 4 or 5, or NVDI ver 3 - must be purchased separately. For True Type font 
compatibility requires Speedo 5, or NVDI 3. Program specifications as above: plus text can 
be any point size, and can be rotated through any angle. For the very best in output - this 
program is the tops! 
Introducing ATARI ST Machine Code - 405 page book & disk £14.99 incl first aes 
postage in UK. 

All prices include postage & packaging in UK. Airmail Europe add £3.00, 

rest of world add £5.00. Immediate despatch. 

For full details or to order phone 01254 386192 9am-6pm Monday-Saturday. 
___ All major credit cards taken. Or write 
|_zzSoft, 114 Sparth Road, Clayton Le Moors, Accrington, Lancashire BB5 50D 


HIRT PRINTING RIBBONS 
PRINT ON NORMAL PAPER IRON ON T-SHIRT 


Heat Transfer Pens 5 large red/orange/yellow/green/blue. 
Heat Transfer Pens 5 small red/orange/yellow/green/blue. 


"This is only a small part of our range. 
Please phone for other printer types 


How to order. Enclose cheques/PO made payable 
to: CARE ELECTRONICS or use Access/Visa 
ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND CARRIAGE 


Order Line 0923 894064 
CARE ELECTRONICS 


Dept STF, 15 Holland Gardens, Garston, 
Watford, Herts WD2 6JN 
GM Tel: 0923 894064 Fax: 0923 672102 


GOOD AS COLOUR PRINTER. If your printer is not listed below then please phone. 


Atari FlexiKolor kits for Star LC10, LC20, all Star 24 Pin, Panasonic 
1080/81/1123/1124. Epson FX80, LQ100, LQ400, LQ800 etc. Citizen 120D+, NEC 
P6, P6+, Seikosha 1900+. Please note colour kits come complete with coloured 
ribbons and software. COMPLETE KIT £39.95 


HP DESKJET CARTRIDGES 


HP Deskjet Cartridge (double capacity) 
Desk; 


Just take the top off, take out the old ribbon and reload it with a new one. Its 
simple Full instructions supplied. Black reloads from as little as 99p each 


COLOUR PRINTER RIBBONS 


Reloads for most colour printers including 
Star LC200 9 Pin 4 Colour (Normal Ink) 
1 Reload £5.99 
Star 24 Pin 4 Colour (Normal Ink) 
1 Reload £6.99 
Citizen Swift ABC 4 Colour (Normal Ink 
Reload £6.99 
Panasonic xaais02i2 4 Colour (Normal Ink) 
£6.99 


5 Reloads £23.95 
5 Reloads £29.95 
5 Reloads £29.95 


1 Reload ‘5 Reloads £29.95 
Scikosha SL95/96 4 Colour (Normal Ink) 

1 Reload £6.99 5 Reloads £29,95 
Ink ribbons also available in Gold, Silver, Magenta, Orange, Purple, Brown, 
Green, Blue, Red for a wide range of printers. 
Special eink for Panasonic printers, Star1.C200 9-pin,Epton LQUOO,, 
‘OKI 182-390, black bottle will re-ink 100+ ribbon: 


£14.95 a set 
£12.95 a set 


AND CANON BUBBLEJE’ 
"CARE THREE PACK" will refill HP51608A Cartridge 3 times. The 
Canon BC-01/SJ48 Cartridge 3 times. Three pack available in yellow, 
magenta, cyan, red, green, brown, purple, black £14.98 each _ 
"TRI-COLOUR PACK" 3 yellow, 3 magenta, 3 cyan refill £17.95 
"CARE SIX PACK" will refill HP51608A Cartridge 6 times, 
the Canon BC/01 Cartridge 6 times 
6 PURE BLACK REFILLS ONLY £24.95 
Refills for a wider range of inkjets & bubblejets available. 
Please state type when ordering 
Print Head Recovery Fluid for unblocking inkjet/bubblejet 
cartridges, 18ml bottle £5.95 


visa, 


4 wo» an indispensable toa... 
streets ahead of its 
competition... one of the most desirable 


For users of Atarl ST & Falcon computers] yi/iies the Atari platform has ever seen, 
7 Musters Road - Nottingham - NG2 7PP 


Tel: 015-945-5250 - Fax:0115-945-5305  Arrew Wright in ST Review #25 


Imagecopy plus Textstyle just £29.95 


 Imagecopy 3.5 £29.95 Texetstyle 


© Copy images from screen and display images and 
O Textstyle £19.95 


slide shows in any ST/TT/Falcon video mode. 
© Convert images between different formats. All 
common picture file formats are supported. Ents text into Textsyle, select a Cal GEM 
a ter your text into le, select a Calamus or 
© Batch processing fait: convertor print batches of | fon. ad text elects and station, and the reuting 
picture file can be imported into a whole range of 
packages. Great for generating headlines for 


images. Also does catalogue pages of images. 
© Thumbnail option that displays miniatures of a set 
wordprocessors se First Word Plus, Redacteur or Write 
ON; or use it with an 


of images in a window, great for creating catalogues. 
© Nine zoom levels plus flip and rotate. 


1 Print pictures in black and white or colour on 9-pi, ribet 
24-pin, Stylus, Bubblejet, DeskJet, and LaserJet. posters, banners, 
Sophisticated colour settings ensures that you get the = a logos, greetings 
very best results from your printer and the microweave cards, etc. 

Printing option minimises unwanted banding. Thousands of uses. 
© Prints catalogue pages with up to 40 or more o Textstyle FREE 


pictures on a single page. Also prints multiple copies - 
reat for letterheads, invitations, labels, signs, posters, 
greeting cards, etc. 

© Rated at 93% in ST Review and ST Format and 
awarded Essential Buy and Format Gold awards. 


Upgrades 

Return program disk and payment for upgrades. From 
V 3.xx - £6.95; 2.x - £15.95; 1.5x - £20.95; 1.20 - 
£24.95. Add £5 for upgrade to Imagecopy 3.5CD. 


G Imagecopy3.5CD £34.95 


Imagecopy 3.5 CD can also load Photo CD images. 


Order Imagecopy 3.5 and get Textstyle free! 


[ae 


© FaST Club Catalogue 

Probably the most comprehensive catalogue for the ST. 
Details on hundreds of PD and Shareware disks and 
accessories, plus specifications of all of the commercial 
software products that we publish. 


® 24-hour Catalogue Hotline 0115-945-5250 


@ .... Tick the items you require and From: 
send us this advert, a photocopy, or just a list on a sheet of 
paper, along with a cheque or Postal Order. Please allow up 
to 4 days for delivery. Sorry, we do not take credit card orders 


Delivery - £1.25, free on orders over £19. Overseas Orders 
Welcome - ask for Overseas Price List. Membership - You 
do not have to join or subscribe before buying from us. 
E&OE. All prices include VAT. 


Premier Wal Order 


Please Send Cheques/PO’s (made out to Premier Mail Order) or Access/Visa/(Switch + Issue No) & Expiry Date to: 
Dept: STF03 9-10 THE CAPRICORN CENTRE, CRANES FARM ROAD, BASILDON, ESSEX SS14 3JJ. 
Telephone orders: 01268-271172 Fax your order on: 01268-271173 Mon-Fri 9am-7pm. Sat&Sun 10am-4pm. We are open 364 days a year 
P&P.and VAT included for all UK orders. Please add per item £2 P&P for Europe and £3.50 for the rest of the world. Next day service available UK only @ £4.00 per item. 


Please note: ponte HUES may not be released at the time bof going to press. Most titles are 2 despatehed same day, but can take up to 28 days. 


A320 Airbus (Europa) 
A320 Airbus (USA. 
AVS8B Harrier 

Action Service 
Addams Famil 

Alien Storm 


Bully’s Sporting Da: 
Cabal 


European Champion 
European Football Championshi 
European Su 


F16 Combat Pilot 
F19 Stealthfighter 
F2! 


Flight Sim 2 Great Britain Scene 


it Sim 2 Hawaiian_or Japan Scenery 


t Sim 2 USA No 7 Washingtor 
Flight Sim 2 USA No 9 Chicago 


DSDD PRICES 


10 £4.00 
20 £7.50 
50 £15-00 
100 £28-00 
200 £54.00 
500 £130.00 
1000 £255.00 
5000 £1250-00 


Flight Sim 2 USA No | II Detroit 


Harley Davidson 
Heroque: 

High Steel 
Hook 


King of Chicage 

Kings Quest 10 
Knights of th 

Last Ninja 2 

Leisure Suit 
LEMMINGS 
Lemmings Double Pac! 
eapon 


Lethal 


Lorus 
Lure of the Temptres: 
MI Tank Platoon” 
Manchester Unite: 
Maniac Mansio1 


2 USA No 12 New 
We 


Operation Stealth 
Operation Thunderbol 
Operation Wol 
Oriental Game: 
Outrun Europa 
PACIFIC ISLANDS 
Beresol Stars 

iction: 
PINBALL 


Police request lor2 


PUPLLOUS 
Populous and Promise 
Postman Pat 


Powermon; 
PRE 


Risky Woods .. 
Robinsons Requien 
ge 


Robocop 
Robocop 
Robocop 
Rubicon .. 


RUGBY LEAGUE COACH 


Run the Gauntlet 


SCI. 
Scrambied Spirit 
S 


RILOG 


EC! 
Sensible Soccer 92/93 
Sensible Soccer Intern: 


Merchant Colon: 


Mercs.... 


Metal Mutant 


| DSHD PRICES | PRICES 


aed 50 
20 £8.00 
50 £19-00 
100 £36-00 
200 £70.00 
500 £170.00 
1000 £335-00 
5000 £1650-00 


5 FREE ST PD GAMES WITH EVERY 50 DSDD 


FOR HOW TO ORDER CALL (01296) 89059 FROM 6-9PM 
ANSWER MACHINE ALL OTHER TIMES (WE WILL PHONE BACK) 


Narco Police 
Navy Mov 
w Zealand Sto! 
Nigel Mansell's World Championship. 


Simpso: 
Skychase 


Space 1889 
Space Crusade 

ace Quest | or 2 or 3. 
8 EEDBALL 2 
Starblade 


QUAEELY PRODUCTS 
Ad ROW SLOW PRICES 


ALL PD GAMES STILL £1 


ALL DISKS HAVE FREE LABELS AND FREE 
POSTAGE AND PACKAGING IN THE UK: 
ALL DSDD DISKS ARE PRE-FORMATIED 
TO THE ST AND INCLUDE 5 FREE 
GAMES PER 50. IN THE UNLIKELY EVENT 
OF ANY FAULTS, WE ARE HAPPY TO 
REPLACE THEM. BUY FROM CHAOS 
P.D. WITH CONFIDENCE 


For a fast, efficient and friendly service, 


join the growing band of customers who have 


been committed to the Asciilum. 


DISK PRICES 
1-5 disks £1-25 6+ disks £1-00 Any 12 disks for £10-00 - 


34 Earlswood Gardens, Clayhill, Ilford, Essex IGS ODF 


TER MANAGERS 


Sensible World of Socce 


Streetfighter 
Strider. 


Supremac: 
Switchblade 2. 


Chaos Strikes Back.. 
Charge of the Light Brigade... 


For the best P.D., 
you need the best 
P.D.L. 

u need. 


Power P.D. 

3 Salisbury Road, 
Maidstone, 
Kent ME14 2TY 
Tel: (01622) 763056 


CARE ELECTRONICS 


CHAOS PD .. 


FAST ENGINEERING SERVICES .68 
GASTEINER TECHNOLOGIES LTD .17 


E&OE 


Better Maths (12-16) 
Better Spelling (8+ 
Cave Maze (8-12 

Fun School 2 

Junior pist (5 

Magic Maths (4-8) 
Mall fi Dragons (6-13. 
Maths Mania (8-12 
NODDY’S PLAYTIM 
Picture Fractions (7-10) 
Playdays 

Reasonin with Troll: 
Sooty’s Fun with Numbers 
The fice Bears (5-10) 
Thomas’s Fun with Woi 
Tidy the House (6-10) 


Verbatim Precision Unbranded Recycletl 


5.99 3.99 apy 2.99 
11.50 7.50 65 ¥ 
27.50 17.50 1 

52:50 32.50 29. 38 22'50 


RECYCLED DS/DD Low Density 
10 @ 2.99 20@5.50 50 @ 12.50 100 @ 22.50 


JOYSTICKS & 
ACCESSORIES 


Gravis Advanced Switch Joystic 
Gravis Gamepad 
Y Splitt 


Quattro 
tea 3 Quatro - JT154 
Fogic 3 Logipad - JT16 


Quickjoy Tops: 
Quickjoy Jetfi 


Screenbeat Mains Adapter. 
Suncom 


Per disk including P&P! 


No minimum order or hidden charges 
(£1.49 per disk out of U.K.) 


or the ultimate 
with EREE P.D., just send a 
disk and S.A.E. 
Same day despatch, friendly service 


Always willing to help. Years of 
experience - pure dedication 


We prefer to be known 


as a service rather than 
a business. 


! LADBROKE COMPUTING 
| MERLIN PD 

| OWL ASSOCIATES .. 

| POWER PDL 

| PREMIER MAIL ORDER ..... 
| SILICA SYSTEMS 

| THE ST CLUB .... 

| THE UPGRADE SHOP 

| TRADING POST 

| TUMBLEVANE PDL 

| UNIQUE DEVELOPMENT 
| SWEDEN ... 

j WIZARD GAMES 

j ZZ SOFT... 
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ISSUE 67 


ISSUE 63 


He &£. 


— ee 
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ISSUE 66 


ISSUE 62 


CLASSIC 


Did you miss an old ST FORMAT? Is there a 
Cover Disk you need? Then just tick the issue 


number(s) you want on the order form below 


a) 7 


=e 


ISSUE 64 


ISSUE 61 ISSUE 60 


FORMAT Gs 


and post it - you don’t even have to pay the 
postage if you're in the UK. If you don’t want to 
take advantage of our special offer of three 


issues plus free binder for £10, you can still 
order a binder separately for £5.95, or two for 


£9.99. Just make sure you tick the right box... Z 


 eleeeeioesioestoenianioeniaestenioeteniententenionionlesienienieniesienestentententertenentententartentertndenterieniaalestentesisatentententententententen 


I Postcode........c.sccsssssecsesseees 


sesso Clephone 


T TOTAL ORDER VALUE ..ssosnsenstnsne 


Method of payment - please tick 


Access Visa 


I Please make all cheques payable to Future Publishing Limited. 


] Credit card number | 


I Expiry date 
er calli 


Please send me the following back issues: 


042 0 43 044 O45 46 047 ] 48 
O49 O50 151 052 053 O55 56 
O57 058 O59 60 161 062 63 
064 O65 0 66 067 

Co One ST FORMAT binder for £5.95 (] Two ST FORMAT binders for £9.99 


Call Customer Services on 7 01225 822510 for availability of any other back issues. 
Customers outside the UK please add £4 for overseas delivery. 

SEND THIS FORM TO: ST FORMAT Back Issues, Future Publishing, FREEPOST (BS4900), 
Somerton, Somerset, TA11 6BR. You don’t even need a stamp if you post it in the UK! 
Please tick this box if you do not wish to receive direct mail from other companies (] 


and hawe your credit card ready 


+ 


From an ST murderer to a weighty discussion 
about ST FORMAT’s resident wobblers, it’s all 
here in this funny old collection of pages they're 
already calling Feedback. Karen Levell takes the 
paper cuts like only a woman can... 


Memory to die for? 
~——— I'm writing this letter as 


one of both praise and 
warning to a certain cat- 
) egory of ST users. My 
letter is about the infamous Marpet 
upgrade kit (ST FORMAT 62). 

First of all I'd like to compli- 
ment Marpet on a great service in 
relation to on-line help and speedy 
posting. But now to my com- 
plaint/warning. | posted away to 
get a 2.5MByte upgrade for an 
STFM from Marpet. | read the 
manual from start to finish and 
kept it open during the ‘operation’. 
Everything was fine until | came to 
soldering a chip over the video- 
shifter chip. Basically, to cut a long 
story short, my ST then died a hor- 
rible death and has since cost me 
£180 to get fixed. 


\ bining th 


programme! rtist 


and sharew 


page 
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mmercial 


From this you can probably gather 
that I’m no techie whizz, and it was 
more than likely my fault. However, 
after this ‘experience’ I'd advise 
anyone who's hoping to buy one of 
these little nightmares to make 
absolutely sure that they know 
their ST inside out and are a dab 
hand at soldering. 

I think my ST is a brilliant 
piece of equipment, and matched 
with your mag it is perfect. Keep up 
the excellent work. 

Keith Preston, Co Meath 


stf: So, you're a self-confessed 
ST murderer, eh? Seriously, 
though, we're sorry to hear about 
all your troubles - fitting SIMMs 
can be tricky and we’d agree that 
you should certainly think carefully 
before attempting to fit them your- 
self. You needn't give 
up on the idea of 
expanding your mem- 
ory though, because 
most companies are 
happy to provide a fit- 
ting service for a small 
fee. Marpet ® 01423 
712600 for instance, 
will fit their RAM 
upgrades to your ST 
for £20 (with an extra 
£20 courier charge for 
customers who need to 
‘post’ their ST). 


Fatty Format! 

-_——— | feel moved by your 
impassioned plea to 
enter the RVF vs RF900R 
debate. While the for- 
mer clearly wins hands down in the 
‘having more ‘V's’ department, it is 
transparently clear to me that the 
latter is both longer and, this is the 
clincher, includes not one but three 
numerals. A clear mandate for the 
RF9OOR | believe. 

And while I’m on the subject, 
| would also like to express my out- 
rage at the lack of plump people on 
your staff (since the sad poaching 
of Clive ‘Panda’ Parker by the loath- 
some .NETball Monthly). | honestly 
cannot believe that the ‘larger’ 
computer users’ needs are being 
met when you show support for 
such a weightist policy. As you are 
now under the protective wing of 
Pearson Inc, perhaps you could 
persuade that great big wobbly 
Atari fan Gary Bushell on to the 
team? (And if he doesn’t like his 
Atari, tell him to send it to me -— 
being a dole scrounger | can’t 
afford one at the mo.) 

Oh, and in response to your 
query in STF 66, no, | don’t wear 
huge trainers, enormous baggy 
trousers, and yes, | am fully aware 
of exactly which way round a base- 
ball cap goes. 

A Brasire, Walthamstow 


‘2 Imagination 


stf: Dear Brasire (or may | call 
you Bra?), motorbikes are emi- 
nently complicated things, and we 
all heaved an enormous sigh of 
relief to be getting some construc- 
tive criticism and clear buying 
advice at last. You seemed to gloss 
over the F features a bit though - 
surely not a lack of research? 

As far as our weightist policy 
goes, Simon was extremely upset 
at your comments. He has been 
working steadily on his beer gut for 
the last three years and was under- 
standably shaken (or is that wob- 
bled) by your dismissive attitude. 


@ Just walt till we take the cork out. 
So maybe we touched it up a lot. A bit. 
A little. Okay, so maybe we didn’t. 


Figments 


Of An 


Think you can dream up brilliant 
ST programs? Code routines like 

> no other? Or even supply the 

# wildest soundtrack ever? Figments 

are walting for your contribution. 


Lies, all lies! 
] There are nasty rumours 
| that ST FORMAT is 
going to merge back 
with Amiga Format. 
Come on, we've had enough merg- 
ers already with ST Action, ST User 
and now ST Review going. What's 
the point of joining with a mag for 
a different make of computer? 
John Hayward, Portsmouth 


stf: Absolutely none whatsoever, 

which is why we have no plans to 

do so. | don’t know where you do 

your gossiping, but someone 

> would appear to 
*\ be pulling your 

ey a chuffer. 


AVA 


Included on your October Cover 
Disk was Spacewar 2000. This 
nice game, which was written by 
J Chan, has given us plenty of 
enjoyment. As it’s shareware | 
sent off £5 to the author, who 
wrote back saying that mine was 
the only registration fee he 
received. He also added 
that he won't be wi 
. ing further programs 
for the ST... 
Brian Matthews, 
" SW London 


Here to stay 

——— — During 1994 a number 
of PDLs and magazines 
have taken the road to 

) oblivion. Some will be 
missed, in particular those that did 
at least try to benefit ST users. But 
some of the big names who have 
‘gone’ have treated customers dis- 
gustingly, particularly their sub- 
scribers, who at least ensured them 
a guaranteed income. 


YiO{UTR 


ane 


[el De fh 


‘stf- This sort of thing 

really gets me mad! 

Surely, Brian isn’t the only 

one who uses this game 
regularly. It’s little wonder 
programmers are leaving 

the ST scene when the 

support from users is so 

pitiful. If you want a 

future full of new and 

exciting ST software, support the 
programmers now! Send off your 
fivers and let's see if we can con- 
vince J Chan to stay with the ST. 


| myself have been caught out four 
times during the previous 12 
months, and have lost money in at 
least two cases. I’m still waiting for 
the results of the other two — but 
I'm told by the magazine's parent 
company that they have now 
passed my subscription over to ST 
FORMAT and Future Publishing. 
Of course no one has asked 
me (a) if | wanted that or (b) 
whether | already subscribe to your 


ERS FEEDBACK 


2a 


WARS 


SPACE 
me 2000 


§ Look, if you're playing this game, send 
the author £5. Not only can you brag to 
your friends about your honesty, but 
you'll also help ensure the ST shareware 
scene continues for many years to come. 


mag. | do subscribe already, but a 
quick word with your Customer 
Relations Office put me in the pic- 
ture about how the other mags’ 
subscriptions will be carried over. 
But what guarantee do we 
have that our subscriptions will be 
safe? If you go there doesn’t seem 
to be anyone ready to carry on and 
take over. 
Derek Hunt, Cardiff 


st: | sympathise with your prob- 
lems, Derek, but you can rest 
assured that ST FORMAT will be 
here for a long, long time to come 
(we're talking in terms of years, 
here). The recent merging of ST 
Review and ST FORMAT is just 
one example of how Future Pub- 
lishing is continuing to invest in 
the ST market. To further reassure 
you, though, all Future Publishing 
magazines are covered by the 
same policy: if we are unable to 
supply the magazine because of 
closure any outstanding monies 
will be refunded, Guaranteed. 

If anyone has any questions 
about the ‘carrying over’ of ST 
User and ST Review subscriptions 
please call our Customer Services 
department on 01225 822510. stf 


NEXT MIONTH 


The Survival Guide: 


Directory & Attributes 
we help you through —— 


ee cov ‘<Folder> Li 
the trauma of ST [3ii; i! x 
tragedy, and explain |i) 

igedy, P STF6S WOM 


how to pick up the [270 12 
pieces when it all | sins xs [330 
goes horribly wrong! Lita: ‘SEalteee 


Reviews, 14MByte Falcon Upgrade = 

Kit, Inshiape 2, Beginners: Guide to. a 
705 Basic Video Supreme - 

Shindow of the Beast 2, Wamazap 

Andy, jeam (Ve Hope) 


3 
ES 


13-81-35, 
17-81-35, 


Tune in: we show you how 
to set up your own sound 
studio, and reveal the best 
hardware and software for 
would-be musicians! 


April issue of ST FORMAT on sale Tuesday 14 March 


ISSUE 68 ST FORMAT St 


This month’s digital daubing 
comes from Matt Bearpark 
of Harpenden, who’s used 


his ST to produce this rather 
cute little tree-frog. Frankly, 
we’re impressed not only with 
Matt’s graphic ability, but also 
with the excellent way in 
which he’s used the tools avail- 
able to him. This isn’t some- 
thing we can teach you, 
though - he’s just abnormal. 
Cheers, Matt. 


@ Next, he filled in the frog 

9 and leaf with a base colour, 
to give an impression of what 
the final image would look 
like. The attention-grabbing 
eye was then drawn using the 
Zoom option. 


@ Matt started by drawing the 
frog’s outline using Freehand and 
Curve tools. He also spent time 
making sure the colour palettes 
were right for the picture. 


There’s an easy way to guarantee your 

copy of ST FORMAT every month. Simply 
fill out the form below and take it 
to your local newsagent, and 
they'll keep you a copy each 
month as soon as it hits the 


shelves. You don’t have to pay 
anything in advance, you'll get a 
pristine copy, and you'll never 
have problems finding the maga- 
zine again. Go on, do it now, 
while you remember. 


Cut out this form (or a photocopy) and hand it to your newsagent 
Please reserve/deliver ST FORMAT each month, beginning with the 
April issue, which is on sale Tuesday 14 March 1995. 


Name and title: 


Address: 


Phone number: 


To the newsagent: ST FORMAT is published by 
Future Publishing = 01225 442244 (Circulation) 


RESERVE YOUR COPY 
NOW! 


@ Cleverly, Matt's used 
a dithering technique to 
give a better shading, 
blending colours 
together to smooth the 
graduation from one 
colour to the next. 


@ Here you can see the front legs and 
upper body gaining texture, once again 
thanks to the Zoom option. Texture is 
incredibly important in pictures like 
these, adding depth and perspective. 


@ And here's the finished picture, 
looking all the better for Matt's 
small adjustments. He's tidied up a 
few mistakes that he made earlier, 
and corrected the odd stray line. 


INTERACTIVITY AHOY! 


WE WANT ST FORMAT TO COVER 
the things you want to read about, 
and what better way to do that than 
to ask you to write it? 

No, we're not offering full- 
time jobs, but we are looking for 
your input. If you have a specialist 
ST-related hobby - programming, 
music, hardware DIY projects, what- 
ever — and you've come up with any 
useful routines, tricks or even tutori- 
als that the rest of our readers 
would find useful and interesting, 
this is your chance to shine! But 
take note, we're talking advanced, 


here - if you don’t know your stuff 
inside out, then we’re not going to 
be interested. 

Send your project marked 
‘Reader contributions’ to us at: 
ST FORMAT, 30 Monmouth Street, 
Bath, Avon, BA1 2BW. We'd prefer 
your copy to be between 500 and 
1,500 words, typed. Include any- 
thing else you think is relevant - 
programming routines, ideas, pic- 
tures, whatever. If it’s useful then 
we'll print it, and we might even 
scrape together a relevant prize of 
some kind. Okay? Get to it then... 


OODY VALENTINE 


i 
Lad br One 
a Oni puciiis: 


33 Ormskirk Rd, 
Preston, Lancs, 
PR1 2QP 


Ladbroke Computing 
International are one of the longest 
established home computer dealers in the 
U.K. We have developed an extensive 
customer service policy which involves 
testing of all hardware prior to despatch to 
ensure that goods arrive in working order, 
offering free advice and support over the 
phone and keeping customers informed. 
Although our prices are not always the 
cheapest we do endeavour to offer 
consistently good service and backup. 


All prices/specifications are correct at copy 
date 19/01/95 (while stocks last), and are 
subject to change without prior notice. All 
prices include VAT but exclude delivery. 


How to Pay 

You can order by mail, Cheques/Postal 
Orders made payable to Ladbroke 
Computing. Or give your credit card details 
over the phone. 


Delivery 

Postal delivery is available on small items 
under £40 (Normally £3, phone for details). 
Add £7 for courier delivery. Next working 
day delivery on mainland UK subject to 
stock (£20 for Saturday delivery). 


Open Mon-Sat 9.30am to 5.00pm. 
Ladbroke Computing Ltd trading as 
Ladbroke Computing International. 


Fax: (0772) 561071 
Tel: 9.00am-5.30pm (5 Lines) 


Star 

Star LC100 Colour £119.99 
Star LC240C £149.99 
Starjet SJ48 Bubblejet £189.99 
SJ48 Ink Cartridge £20.99 


Citizen 
Citizen ABC 24pin Colour £179.99 


Hewlett Packard 

HP Deskjet 520 £259.99 
HP Deskjet 550 Colour £429.99 
HP Deskjet 320 £239.99 
Ricoh LP1200 £499.99 
@ 2Mb RAM 

@ 400 Dpi 


@ 12 months on site warranty 


Add £3 for Centronics cable and £7 for next 
working day courier delivery. 


Data\' Pulse \rus 


@ Very quiet, no fan necessary. 
Dual SCSI Port 

Internal Power Supply 
Device number selector 


2Mb PD Software free 


@ All Hard 
Drives are fully Autobooting 


Data-Pulse Plus 


Autoparking and are formatted, 
partitioned and tested before 
despatch, ready to ‘plug in and 
go’. 

@® Full 
250mm x 290mm x 58mm (wdh), 
ideal for monitor stand. 


metal case measuring 


@ Only brand new, highest quality 
mechanisms used (we do not use 
refurbished or second-hand 
mechanisms). 

@ All drives come with full 12- 
months warranty and free expert 
help and advice over the phone. 

@ Configured with SCSI port for 
FALCON compatibility etc. 


Data-Pulse + 260Mb £279.99 
SPECIAL OFFER 

DATA-PULSE + 353Mb £349.99 
Data-Pulse + 532Mb £399.99 
Data-Pulse + 1Gb £699.99 


Prices include ICD LINK 2 for 
the ST. 


Ladbroke’s 3.5" 
Floppy drive. Includes own 
external power supply. 


£57.99 


ss Ss 
Gimms upgrade 


@ All RAM upgrades come 
packaged with full fitting 


External 


instructions/test disk. 


512K SIMM's STE £4.99 
2Mb SIMM's STE £42.99 
4Mb SIMM'S £82.99 


2 x SIPP to SIMM adaptors £3.00 


Zydec Hand 
Scanner 


@ 100,200,300,400 Dpi Resolution 
@ 1 Letter mode, 3 photo modes. 


@ 105mm scanning head. 


Zydec Hand 
Scanner ST 
£99.99 


se 


High quality 290 dpi mouse with 
microswitched buttons ST/AM. 


£8.99 
Ss 


Ge 23° i424 
Marpet upgrades for the ST are 
‘plug in' and 
soldering. They are compatible 
with most motherboard layouts 
and come with full fitting 


require no 


instructions. These boards 
accept SIMM boards and are 
upgradeable at a later date. 
Please check that MMU and 
Shifter are ‘socketed’ before 
ordering. 

Unpopulated Marpet board £22.00 

See SIMM prices below. 


eecemulators 


@ Full installation instructions. 
@ XT orAT Emulation 
@ Check configuration before 


ordering. 
PC Speed STFM (XT) £49.99 
PC Speed STE (XT) £49.99 


AT Speed STFM (8MHz) £139.00 


Falcon Speed £POA 


The Only ATARI 
Authorised Repair 
Centre in the UK 


Our Atari trained technicians can 
repair ST's in minimum time at 
competitive rates. We can arrange for 
fully insured courier pickup and 
return delivery of your machine to 
ensure its safety. We even have a 
same day service which will ensure 
your machine is given priority and 
subject to fault, completed the same 
day. 

We can fit memory upgrades PC 
Emulators, Security devices, ROM 
upgrades, hard drives to Mega STE's 
etc. 

We offer a Quotation service for 
£15 for which we will examine your 
machine and report back with an 
exact price for repair, if you do not 
wish to go ahead with the repairs 
then just pay the £15. However, if you 
do go ahead then the charge is 
included in the minimum charge. 

Please note. The minimum 
charge covers labour, any extra parts 
are chargeable. 


Quotation £15.00 
Minimum repair charge £35.25 
Same day service £15.00 
STFM(E) PSU £29.99 
1Mb Internal Drive £19.99 
TOS 2.06 + Switch STFM £54.99 
TOS 2.06 + Switch STE £54.99 
Courier Pickup £11.00 
Courier return £7.00 


Phone for price and availability 
of ST spares. 


ST Mono Monitor £99.99 
High quality 14" SVGA Monitor with 
ST adaptor (includes sound). Fully 
compatible with all ST Hi-Res 
Programmes with tilt/swivel. 


17” Multisyne Monitor. £559.99 
-26 dot pitch. 
20” Multisyne Monitor. £759.99 
-31 dot pitch. 
Colour SVGA Monitor £239.99 


High quality colour SVGA Monitor, 
-28 dot pitch includes Falcon adaptor. 
Microvitec 1438 MultiSync £289.99 
The Microvitec Multi-Sync displays 
ST Low, Medium, High resolutions 
using ST switch box, compatible with 
FALCON & FALCON screen blaster 
using FALCON VGA adaptor. 


ST Multisync switchbox £14.99 
Falcon VGA Adaptor £9.99 
Falcon ST monitor Adptr £9.99 
Philips SCART to ST/STE £9.99 
8833 MKII to ST/STE £9.99 


FORMAT | isc: 


COVER DIS 


SENSATIONAL PROGRAMS 


pace is 's not the} | 
eipay Frontier | 
For Magic Story- 
Book. 
This animation 


Write your own stories 
then bring them to life 
with animated graphics § 
and sound. Perfect for #7 


kids and adults alike. 7” 


BBS (iil 


THE BBS DIRECTORY:> 


View, dither 


Cut down those 
SET SEARCH LOCATION and print pics, 


phone bills! * nanieg aes Seanen 


Check out where ; f produced 
BBSs are based in up to 
in the UK before 20 image 

formats. 


you call them. 


PROGRAM INFO 
EXIT PROGRAA 


astiniesteairn 


Create and 
solve your 
own jigsaws 
using any NEO 
or Degas pic. 
Hours of fun. 


Display text-files, 
Pictures and 
music using this 
essential STOS 
utility from the 2 
author of the stonking HERO. 


TAQUIN | 


Puzzle-sliding |: Prevent programs PLUS!!! 
fun from across | from auto-booting pack Up and 
the Channel. |: with this small Menu programs 


Weird stuff! but handy utility. 


